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Modi 2.0 : Trap of

Pandemic, Economic Distress

and Poverty

Economy

e Unprecedented recession (V/W/L-Shaped) in Indian
economy looming large in the backdrop of pandemic amid
Zero Growth forecast by Moody's and 5% contraction
forecasted by Fitch.

Covid Cases

e Out of total 47 lacs sample tested, 2.5 lakh tested positive
making India the 5th worst-hit country, resulting into death
of over 7000 people.

Poverty

e Mass population expected to fall below poverty line amid
soaring unemployment rate of 23.5% in April to 27.11% in
the week ending 3rd May. Total of around 10 crore job loss
resulted due to pandemic as per CMIE.
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CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019
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OP-ED (Special Invite)

Handling Migrant Laborers During Covid-19—Lessons
& Learnings From Reverse Migration

Department of Commerce,

“The local has been already vocal, it is time

for policymakers to listen to their voice.’

In the Covid-19 epoch, the entire system

was brought to a standstill for sometime
and most of us were apprehending
about the inevitable losses economies will
have to endure in the post-pandemic
world order. This malignant outbreak has
however revealed the miseries and
vulnerabillities of the weakest sections of
our country- the Migrant Laborers. About
8 crore laborers and their families, who
contribute to 10% of nation's GDP, were
brought on roads ostensibly giving a
voice to the plight and helplessness of the
poor people in independent India.
Although the number of morbidities due
to this pandemic can't be compared to
the number of accidental deaths in
Bengal during the famine of 1942-43 and
but the

unemployment,

during the partition of 1947,
afflictions of hunger,
poverty the poorest have been exposed

to is nowhere less than those times. If not

the spread of pandemic, atleast the
excrufiation  of our labourers  was
avoidable. But improper cohesion and
cooperation between the centre and state
policymakers, lack of coordination among
the ministries themselves(such as lack of
coordination in the provisions of railways
and buses) and sometimes among the
be withheld

responsible for this plight. There was no

government officials shall

shortage of foodgrains in the famine of
1942-43 too, but due to inefficiencies and
anomalies in distribution, about 30 lakh
people died of hunger and malnutrition, as
the world-famous study of noble economist
Dr. Amartya Sen states. Even efficient and
commifted administration proved of no use
due to political pulls and delayed decisions.
This failure can be the greatest lesson for
the governments in managing similar
national disasters, whether natural and

man-made, in future.
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Due to the "uncooperative" federalism
exhibited and delay in decision making,
the migrant laborers lost their patience.
Corona infection spread —first through
jamatis, then drunkards, and alongwith
them through these migrant laborers.
Immediate priority should have been
given fo sending the stranded laborers
with their families. This could have
prevented crowd gathering. In times of
such national calamity, the State
Governments should confine themselves
to advisory role. If the cenftral

government considers their advice
proper, it may consider and else not. The
state governments and local
should

obligation to immediately adhere to the

administration have the
discipline of the Centre. | have been
propagating it forcefully since 23rd
March. The media has also now started
to be vocal on the issue of mutual
pullings and bickerings from power

centres.

Ministries, particularly central ministries,

have to develop a reasonable
understanding of ground realities, instead
of high emotionalism and a fatalistic and
overoptimistic afttitude. For instance, if

these powerholders had timely

understood the compulsions of the
laborers, this plight of migrant laborers
and ensuing chaos could have been
avoided. In the second week of March,
many laborers reached big cities from
their villages, they could earn hardly for
two or four days' wages, and the
lockdown came. The owners withdrew
their support as that the businesses were
closed, who would bear the burden of
electricity, housing etc. for all them? The
central government relied more on the
state governments and administration.
The highflying mentality was far from the
ground realities. It is not enough to be
aware of the ground redlities, it is more a
matter of orientation and direction. As a
result, the labor families became victims
of unexpected misery and were forced to
flee. Hunger dominated the corona fear.
The understandings and application of
technology of the government
machinery as well as the civilised society
has proved to be hollow and dwarf. Now,
this plight has ensued a question in their
minds- whether to return back to the
industries. It is almost sure that most would
not return. This migrant labor class is a
maijor part of the young manpower. They
have to be given employment and

rehabilitation at the local level.
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It is remarkable that the cenfral
government under the leadership of
Modiji has called for the making the 'local’
vocal. Self-reliance is the new mantra. In
what way should we interpret this
message¢ The local has already been
vocal despite enduring all the agonies
from politicians and repressions from the
police sticks at their behest. There has
been a tendency to conceive local voice
from the narrow political spectacles.
Whether right-wing or left-wing or
superficial traditional socialists — all have
been suppressing local voices as divisive,
orthodox, anti-national, anti-
development and anti-science,
treacherous; until and unless local voice
becomes their political compulsion to
accept. Should it now be assumed that
local problems will not be neglected
under the guise of nationalism, local
expectations will not be seen only from a
political point of viewe However, despite
political neglect, a large section of the
been

administrative authorities have

supporting local voices. The state
governments will definitely run some
schemes for employment and
rehabilitation of the returned laborers.
Companies and entrepreneurs are being

called from outside under ‘Make In India’.

Most of the labor laws have been made
ineffective in some states for a thousand
days. The re-skilling and inventorying of
the existing skills of the laborers have
been announced. But any area cannot
be made self-reliant or developed only
by government schemes and the
bureaucracy.

Local becomes effectively vocal — it has
to be ensured. It is not possible only with
government's help or bailout.
Confidence, self-esteem and strength
have to be created at the local level.
There has been call for the new states of
Bundelkhand, Vidarbha,

Saurashira, etc., to provide a boost to

Bhojpuri,

the neglected and vulnerable sections in
order to generate and enhance their
confidence, self-esteem and strength.
The results of neglect have been—
regional imbalances and migration of

young manpower for bread and butter.

The reorganization of states in 1956 on
the basis of language needs to be
repudiated to reconstitute the States in
India on lines of socio-culturo-economic
basis. As per the ideology of PROUT
(Progressive  Utilization Theory), India
needs to be set up in 44 Samajas and

developmental planning has to be at
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Samaj level. This is the crux of 'Samaj
Andolan’ (social movement). So far, the
country has been unfortunate that
regional expectations have been seen
just from the point of view of politics and
vote. When a lot of violence took place,
new states of Uttarakhand, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh,

constituted. This mindset of press-or-

Telangana were

impress in politics is not good for the
system and discipline. Violence should
never be let to become a compulsion in
a democratic society. Will the Centre
change this aftitude and be sincere
about the self-proclaimed policy of

making the local vocal?

The creation of adequate employment
opportunities at the local level will not be
possible overnight. It is also not
pragmatic to rely on the commitments
of Foreign Companies and Financial
Institutional Investors (Flls) who are adept
at fleeing from the falling market. Initially,
the high supply of workers in the local

market may weaken their bargaining

-&79-

position, the wage rates may also fall.
The neuftralization of labor laws may
increase the tendency of their
exploitation despite the raise of minimum
wages from Rs.182 to 202 rupees as the
wage rate has been significantly higher
so far. It has to be resolved expeditiously.
Decentralized planning has to be
adopted at village and block levels.
Inclusion of these people in the
operation of units through coordinated
cooperatives in construction, industrial
production, processing and marketing of
agricultural produce, dairying, services

etc. is one significant way.

The central government has announced
a plethora of schemes for small
businesses and farmers. These can be
taken advantage of properly through
coordinated cooperatives.
Governments should also announce a
scheme for promotion of and also for
giving
cooperatives and self-help groups in

priority to coordinated

support and lending.
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OP-ED

Dr. Sameer Shekhar

India, New Delhi, India

Ropidly spreading deadly corona virus with

heavy acceleration worldwide has severely
affected the global economy. This has affected
both demand and supply of goods and services.
The epicentre of the epidemic is in China has
affected around 180 countries across the globe
tormenting the economic barometers of the
entire globe as economic activities have almost
completely stagnated. The cascading impact of
the disease on the global businesses can be
clearly seen, where companies are reducing their
operations, employees are being asked to work
from home and production targets are being
reduced. The present scenario is reflecting the
experience of brutal global equity collapse since
the Great Depression, exacerbated by the slump
of 60% in the oil price since the first meeting of the
World Health Organization (WHO) on Corona on
24 January, amid increased supply of oil and
decreased demand. The stock market, which
was at the highest level two months ago amid the
rising cases of corona, has fallen by more than 20
percent so far.

As an outcome of the social distancing, travel
restrictions and shutdown of businesses such as
maritime tourism, airlines, hotels, casinos, sports
programs, movies, theatres, restaurants and other
industries entire economy is on the verge of
devastation. This would have a direct impact on
the job, livelihood and health & nutrition therefor
and would be very much clear in the picture of
second quarter of the year.

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) revealed that adverse
impact on confidence, financial markets, and
fravel

Economic Repercussions of COVID-19

Senior Post Doctoral Fellow,Center for Trade Facilitation & Logistics
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Department of Commerce, MOC, Government of

Sector and disruption to supply chains have
resulted in the collapse of the countries’
economy, particularly ones strongly
intferconnected to China. Powerful economies of
the world viz. US, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea,
U.K. Germany, South Korea, Russia, India and
many others largely depend upon (import from)
China which is epicentre of the pandemic. In the
initial phase of the outbreak, all thes e economies
stopped their import from China, and then there
is complete lockdown among the countries. All
the economic barometers are losing their
strength. The pandemic epicentre nation has
been also into to the raw material supply,
management and regulation of finished
products. Even in spite of trade war, multinational
companies of US and other countries are
dependent on China for parts of their products.
As a result, with the outbreak of COVID-19, many
companies were found moving to other countries
instead of virus affected areas to fulfil their needs
for a limited time. So that they can fulfil the
demand for their products, but now
approximately all the countries are restraining
themselves from importing as all are victim and
the trade may be prone to further contamination.

Almost entire commercial sectors have been shut
down to control the Covid-19 contamination
leading crimp in gross domestic product in
coming quarters. Disruption of international travel
is hurting frade mechanism across the globe. As
per the World Travel & Tourism Council’'s (WTTC)
research report 2018, the global Travel & Tourism
sector grew at 3.9% contributing around 10
percent of the global GDP with a record value of
around USD 9 trillion providing jobs to 319 million
people in the world.
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The restriction on the movement of tourist is found
to have direct adverse impact on the global
GDP. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) in
March 2020 has reflected that Corona would
have a major impact on the developing Asian
economy. It estimated that Corona could cause
a loss of USD 77 billion to USD 347 billion to the
world's economy, from 0.1 percent to 0.4 percent
of global GDP. However, the OECD estimated
dropdown of 50 basis points in global GDP viz. 2.4
percent in 2020 against 2.9 percent in 2019 and
similar confirmation was made by Moody's for
global economy. In the beginning of the March
2020, OECD estimated that GDP of Europe and
US to contract by -0.4 percent, China by -1.2
percent, and India would shuffle back by -1.1
percent. But Moody’'s revised the estimation
looking at the extensive pandemic and resultant
shutdown of business activities, stating that the
world economy would experience
unprecedented shock. US based rating agency’s
fresh estimation states that GDP growth rate of
China and India would confract down to 3.3
percent and 2.5 percent respectively, whereas,
that of USA, Euro-Zone and G20 will record
negative growth of -2 percent, -2.2 percent and -
0.5 percent. Though, not only G20 members but
all 180 countries found infected fill April first week
will suffer on economic front as consequential of
lockdown and shutdown of economic activities
in  wake of controling the epidemic
contamination.

As far as impact of Covid-19 on Indian economy
is concerned, India is not different from global
segments. The rating agency CARE reflected at
the end of April 2020 that India’s GDP is expected
to grow at 1.1 percent in the current financial
year 2020-21. India's dependence on China has
been huge to import electronics, pharma
products, engineering goods, chemicals &
fertilizers, daily use common products etc.
Among the top 20 products (in double digits of HS
code) that India imports from the world, China
holds a significant stake in most of them
contributing around 16 percent of India’s total

import. Here, it is significant to look onth_..  _. . _.
electronic products, one-third of the machinery
and about two-fifths of organic chemicals India
buys from the world come from China. China
accounts for over 25% of India's imports for
automotive parts and fertilizers, 65 to 70% of
active pharmaceutical ingredients and about
90% of mobile phones imports.

The government has raised the fiscal deficit
target to 3.8 per cent of GDP for the current fiscal
year from 3.3 per cent in view of the decrease in
revenue, as entire economic activity is stagnant.
Other economic  barometers, such as
employment generation, inflation, PCI, PCC, PCE
etc. are all vulnerable to the devastation caused
by Covid-19. Indian tourism and aviation industry
have been the first industry to be hit. The textile
and apparel industry, real estate/housing sector
(fresh equity investment slowdown), retail sectors
are highly affected and are expected to take
time to recover. As mentioned earlier, the GDP
growth rate has been slashed sharply to 2.5
percent by Moody's, but ADB, has estimated
Indian economy to grow at 4 percent believing
that the economy has strong foundation and is
comparatively less affected.

In order to supplement the weak economic
mechanism Apex banks around the world have
made commitments and passed on the
assurance to adopt flexible monetary policies or
less aggressive policies, but re-engagement in
economic activities in confidence has become
difficult. It seems that due to the fear and fear of
virus infection, it is going to take a long fime to
return to activism in service sector and hospitality
sector activities. The entire process of re-reaching
the former level of productivity across the globe
will be extremely tough and slow. It will take more
time to develop the purchasing power of the
consumers and also to get the brightness of the
market back again.
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Slq 3RS YRA § 9109 S 3@ A A T8 FHd o @
3 b BT 1 Hf 31Ol 31 U RIS o ¥ Aldhad bl
R HOM? 34 9 ¥ & AP HT ANA bl
R 12 Afded, IUP §1¢ B B! T3 gHan
3eTERUI & =0 H THHA IRl g | FAIfadl & ora

Hifeai forgia Pifds-19 Ioe & dg il T

(BT, Tty domr, FRht g fayfaere)

$% WHR Bl < TET 8| 39 I R 89 81 Jobell
g f5 WeRI 7 1 fHar Afesd, 37 WeRI 3 et
ot & T3 ) AST 8 T Afde W SRR 81 HIfIS-
19 & df¥® TYobe A gaT &1 T AT Hiasy ot

URd A g1 o T §¢ didas gi- T aqi glid
forar 3R Aemda # fafaudrst & T9H & Te =3
R Dl MG fhar| g0 didbdie ol §
WBRI I T HI il IR fobar | I & J 39
Y P TRBR T 3R 311t i =7 TG & | el et
o d1G STSIG §U G A 30 B ARG &1 U FHH
Ad &1 SR <d gU, AIBaA DI A1d B 371 aral!
®s guIR Ifedl & fou Aegg ) faar| g a8
3T 1 Ul 781 X81 81T S U8 Uy IH HT SR g
39 ¥ 3 g &l midh ok g fRu §1 R &
Tihad | QUi 81 Th-gaR & Ul GegTd, AU,
¥t Td IR 5|

3TSITE] & §TG ST AT FUT BT T34 g3 al 39
10 &1 TFBR] AR d1Y b U BT Aar &g,
SHTSIEH IH Ug 3R Y3d 3R TgaRT {I 4TI §1g
 FART1 7 FRd g Hfau™ TH Y emRftafe & dR
TR U 1 & 9T | S WRIS &1 HF dgd § | 39 03
o 919 7 Fel, "H TR TP SiaR (FF) odl g1 o ot
J% I e 81 a1 NI 368 g3 W 814! 814 ol dl I8
HUICT TSN, Off Jod TRIS 3R FHASR AT
A T g, 39! Uad a1e Xl 3R oA fed 9
U fob St hgH I3 &1 gH f[daR AR 38 81, 98 39
3fTeHt & fore fa1 STAT g, 1 39 34 5
TTH UENTT? T I I8 31U a1 SfiaH 3R g WR
BT G bI? T T IGY 3 dIe! AN bl
WS a6, SFd U Y@ § 3R Se
3| || a9 gH @ b JreRT e e 3@ 8 iR
3IEH AT gidl o %G1 g 1"

TS} S T & ST (U T¥IG AUt § ol
S Hehdl g | TS & SIE ° gHRT Job 31ToT 173

R d¢1 a1 g1 39 e & a1 T 41 H SR
31T oie g bt ufafd SiavRrgia Tyl 3 sam
SR} fpu fop gfam URd & IR <9 W&l ]

T ST T & IR I HY Yhe B gt
T YR & T8 ! 3RfH &Har I I&ied o7l URd
F gd & Diferar S iR S B <= 3 - |
&I g TiferaY 1 AT & SR ST b fa@mn
7| AfP, 3BT T 3T 3R 7| 98 T8 U7 fb
Ay WY YAl U9 eUfddbfd  SMURYd
RIS ITel G/ YR 9 aRY & YHTE ¥ 30+
TAIR®T BT B4 FAL? MG safere ot g
AR TRW ¢4 5! A1 39 U o1 Ut Yl T ol
FahdT YT Fifes 3R T ITRY §HAR Hedb | et
N wmge g o g1 S U Sre fRufa B few R
gId|

Aifdh, §H- 9 /R & YU &1 dTebl eobl ol
T H GHTE 7T 9 APT | HIAS-19 HTUHTE 31w
w7 ¥ U dof f[aHiffeT &1 U 4R HR gaT 3|
3111 3P SrfoaiT & TTY-TrY YR SrfoqamT
ot Tt & J99 R SR B o g1 81 Yhe &t gt

] ok TRBR D! B gl

Fg 3R fafts I TR+ iy snfdfer Upet &
SIRT ST 3R SfIaRIT 1 AEE B B B
TR 6! 81 PIAS-19 TH 91 IRRY § 3R TqD!
IR &Y 3 H 31t T e IHg TR
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JH A ATRIT P FT H TIH S ATH o IR &l
I R 5P GHIT 3R TIR &I Ah BT HTH
far 57 381 81 HRA H R} AlpS3T 3 aRRY &
gHTg o1 ar i fear g1

dfer, fafte Taf # varlt Aol SR TR &
I HIvH & &0 § T gt gaan ol TSt 1 71
3TN HRA H 39 Tehe DI AU 3 HeH did g & |
TP da! TS gOR Il H Tt g3 § | dHH avg
o grEelt & & 98 Iy diedT ITedl |, AfdH
=1 9 U 3% Thadl ol g9+ gl & dg ot
for IS B ddR Bis do! FAHaar AE- ol
AR

g ST YT B b1 Fifch T 3 b1 e 3 ad
70 ON1 # $© TH BT 918 S et off & fou g
T W YR A1 70 T U I TR, HieH
@1 JfUPR, AEu-® W9 fdavor yomd,
T S T AT 3R g e
I SRt Agayul ToFg X8 § | 3 drenst =
TS Ja! 3ATETe! Bl Hifds-19 & Hyo 3ffes e
A anffer Hidl & SEmn B

HeTeT M AP gt AR TRE
CIEE]

0T fAB T HATed, YRd WRPR B 3R T Farferd
AT ST, 2005 T VT a8 S RIS
H TR IR Gaiey RTod Bl 8 | 39 T &1 fmior
UTHT0T & &b URART &1 TS JRET o I
fopar T U1 39F Sidvid U Afdd &) HH J HH
100 &7t & JoMR Y R < S g 1 R  fea
S gl AR IRING 40 3neta gidr gl
DIfdS-19 & YUId o ddd o H SIR] Al SIS &
a9 Fg 3! A WHR 7 e Yo Pt awon
B dord TR ToIgR] o difad Jolgel & Y &

T 4,431 TS 3T SR A= fQTI

fRUfd 1 7R ! JHSI §T AR & Tgd I
3{Id Aot 182 ¥UA ¥ dgIhR Ufd fad 202 304
fT A o1 +ft Siwon 3t 51 gt g |

WHR 3 i Gbe § 7R & fow sifafked
40,000 FHRIS FUY Dt FTRIT B § | IAHT H HA
& T8 PA 13.62 PRI SId BISURD &, o o
8.17 RIS TId HISURD Tfhd &l T 3T 3fbal!
ST A Yhe ®I g8l H o & 8 RIS I D
URaR! @l Agg & ®U # Teh [ IR IJuasy
EER

ardfe faavor yorelt wd I @
& srfefrau, 2013

Pifds-19 Adhe & dld YIRIT TolgR] Bl dwaR] 4 I
Y B Th T T B R® Hig fear| yard
O9gXl & g & e U ot doig HieH &t
IUAKIAT B! Y I 7| AP, ISt 910 Tg 38T §
o W o= A onft HieH & A fhelt & gargad a1

i fpdt o) GO &1 @R T8 i g

ST WM SR @ Fgl 8 Il © S WdR
AT e HioH Bt Il BT GAHT B I8! 3
3% NS g9R! & Ui o &1 favy givre |
Ugdl HIdol-eh [T JUMel 3R guRT T8I WTe
R AN, 2013' | FrdSH fIRoT Homedt = &%
-8 WR db AT Dl Ul Dl T foban
B | JUTH TRYS HedTur 313 AT & Saifd TRBR
80 PRIS TR URART B! & HeH A HIS D
qerad ¥ 2 ¥ ufd foral 78 iR 3 303 ufa fara
I19d IUT B I8! ¢l Tg S AT & 3fcia
GHd B IS

YRA BT Faol-id [daRor Jomer Hede g-ar o
ol 931 § 3R 4V b B 9 dP HINE & | 3HD
3fifd P PR I DI WEAH IS HI &
3R ST B IRE B ghHI DI Hag I faavur
R &1 g, Traa, =t ok gt & o St e
A DH T3 I AN ab gud | a1 fr Rargd
&I TR UETT STl g | TeSi-idh faaRoT YolTett &
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ol T SUdsy A 3R 3P HSRUT Bt
e yRAg @ A S o § |

W R&M HAFTE, 2013 A W UKl B
DI T ¢d §U T 319 Hifd &t gfarg v
| 3T 3T HMA & TR Wy R S H 81.34
RIS HETE] fob W SRl ol AT fobar s
ET 81 39 BT B SNYREm af 2001 & 32t 78
R digw gfom wR Rifaa foedfer d=n gr
qIRId U AHd | g I A "HivH & ISR
& =0 A A SHIGR WHR Hd gU 34 Afae™
& Sita & MYDBR' BT 3 3T gl |

UYTTHAT ST IoT=T

S I &1 YH3Td TYFHAT G Al A 28 3R
2014 1 Bt At | A&7 o1 foh <=1 & qut AFRD| dh

b gRer Tg=E TR 3% R WRER ISR &

SO TR d WTd W B e DI 2| 3 39
3 et TS A Hd 38.35 HRIS AN b AT Wil 3|
9T H Hd 129,625.70 HRIS $U o ot gU B
gg a1 ! 9ay St faxita JHIaRH & aIeHT g |
3{TT 39 Ao &1 &1 aiRomd g s faftr aremeff &
Il o1 3T Ay WY 36 Tid H uga eI 5|

33 H SR} Al ers & o9 ANl d Heg UgaH |
S GIoHT A TP HgdqUl YHHT FHTS 5| HIfdS-19
dde & SR Hlgansl &t faxiia sRexal & @1
FRA & 36T Y WBHR A GYHHAT YT i1 &b
dgd gt Aol WaTURe! B 83 AE 500 ST
T IUT BRI T B

IqE & $d 19.86 BRIS I A ARAT SHYH
WIATYRS! B 9,930 HRIS $TY ¥ HfYH P AR
3 o @il § UgTs S ¢ | Ugl fbed b G
WHR A T3 T B gus fooed 1 1t G711 P& o
far 81 5 meH # ft RHR 500 IUA &1 YITaH
AT WIATUR®! B B | TTHA ST FrorT
HIdS-19 Yehe & oI URAR DI Ugall T AT
S a1l 20 FHRIS A3 BT e TH Ugam 3|

UYTHAT foa= W= A

T OIS B Hig WBR 7 U Ugd BB &b
sifam sfaly aoie 4 = fasar 4|

S AISHT & AId SR & $d 12 BRIS [HAH! Bl

B ¥ 32000 &I <F fHw & @ 6000 FUY

& YA BT WGy fdbar 71 AT TWHR A 9

%ﬂﬁraﬁhz gOIR HRIS YU & golc Bl Urae™
T

AP SIS b oI Hg RBR - G &b BRIS! [h ]
DI 1 8 & B DY &b o6 T 3 IS Dl AT
DIdS-19 & Yobe H HY & 31t t 3=y &l bl
I & 8 YUIiad gof gl Afdhd 39 I ke &
IR B AT TH Wb I HN 87 R gt ik
Rl ® | T foam g § S ugelt gfare sed
WIS & O B | A &) srefigd e
WDHR - T oAl & SIRT Hd 9.13 IRIS
ol & o Tal & 18,253 HRIS WA SA 8| 37
fhaTl Y T I Th IRAR & ¥4 H ¢, ol T8
$d 9.13 BRI URARI & Sia- & =0 § fe@adr g

g ot aiemeff &t fadig gfd gumEs e
FHeTU AT & ARy Udhel & ofdild g8 81 39
Aol & ded fad d3 Fdar Sara = 26 9
2020 P 1.70 ARG HIS ¥UY & 3Mes Ybol &7
U foar ut| et dab & sfidbsl & SR 39 I
TISHT & SIRT SR & 1 40 IS RIS AN b aTdl
H 40 TR TRIS U HfUH ST fhT o I & |
Teaqul a1 9% § 5 59 iy o) e anfiar &
%ﬁggmmw%|a€@1m$q§aﬁﬁ
|

forsp e & 5 u 99 5@ @ fwa 73 ool A
3fofd fohT U Aihd = 1 TaTH B BT g | 304 QT
T Hd TR TTd B BT 8 | 3111 o dierreif 3 i)
el a8 8, 37 e e gart ad
Tifshar ¥ €t gon 31 Tue W Uef 3R fauer & 3miu-
TR & st § ga Bt T8 3 Aoy Iquf gt
&, Al H1 YHTa S fadl g1 I8 oY & SiaRk
P IMYR R &1 dibdd 5, o i a7a & Fg
3R I} & A fauy gr-ag e g
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Wﬁn%&nmﬂﬁ%aﬂéﬁaﬂ?ww
13t H q T @ § 3R URA &1 i TRa T
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micro finance banking units), dP! gRT HIRURE g
& AT Y& , Y Ud HeOH I R TeT &H dbiad
HRA ST Hedqu! Tiaraterdt ad et o, fore vfasy o
YRd &1 e o o 3R geg gl
TR DITS-19 & UIGHT & HRUT HRTT SlfchTT HaRT
I qST FHT A g o1 dd &b Gars ¥U J Ia
o forg <T\T Ud Yot FHior @t ufthar oyt IR | B0
& AT § g 8 X&T IS gl ]

PIAS-19 & HRU TP B 3D AR, INT-4e
G B I SURIGRT o1 Td Goht fAT0T qUT 507 &1 61T BT
TH TP T g IHRAT R a6R 5t 3fdfes nfafafda
&1 gIb AT STl @ HTHT 25 F 30 Ufad R T §
Fife gdaM onffer ufvexg o anfife d9fs &t Safie
9gd P feEr usdi B |

NPA Sl gHRT ¥ ofhTT saagRiT 3R YR 3rforawut #
Heaquf T IE! 8, 3P T DI 3R UG JHTaT
g1 3 FRUEY WHR! T ot &Ff & dH & g
TTHIT 25-30% TR T B

NPA & HRU 316 doi =ie &1 FHRT faere =9 o
A 2 IR 6T U TRB NPA A SHI B A UeT el &l &
IR srfeawyT 1t TRIE HTelt BTad aTel ST § 4R STt
& R anfifes faspr W 3/ o ST &

IR H g4 aTell 81 1 dRe & o JaT af =gt
a1 S gobdT sfcd B a1 & TohdT § iR od NPA
dgd & dl U dRW dl aycll o1 Ufshar as B usd &t
2 3R TR BT IR0 1 B 3R doft A1 Ted 2|

W1 srfogaeat & faery &1 off I o8t @ e ]
39 3 faufy &t gt H YheHa® &I aig Rold s
T 3R 3R P U g Si-

IR U Hed YUl SR I TR et off, wret

1. A q AP HS 3 HIE db T8h| deb! Bl BT fhed
I TR b T

2. & A18 I HIRie Goht H saTel &1 derd! - BTl
SWQ\G‘T?}[@W margin & BT AT

4. W19 g1 X8 B A1l T R BT dg ],
TS 9T SATQ) |

5. 0l 3R R X Ye & angagd @)

6. IRAC Norms (NPA fammac) ¥ gc|

7. 91 Bl SR H 3 3R M BT [FaRd A &
fore fe=m A

8. NBFSc 3R MFIs ! hUg |

9. NABARD T 25000 cr ,SIDBI &I 15000 cr. NHB I
10000 cr. T Jb o |

i eord o & fa=m FE=T &1 3reqa fova o of 8
Wy feadr B for YR srfogawy & e & URdg
D! BT B Tl AfRS awad § it SR o
fachd 1 Bl & HRUIYSH UdTg & b o4 Y UR b
P TA1 g 3R 5 AN & (AT & 1T Goht B Sa=adh
&1 Yfcl BT GRT HAT 97 B AT B |

HIIS-19 B HRU HRATT SfHTT TRITT fORITH TRBR!
dof &1 B UHIfcEl e Fifact ged 3R
ATHCH T T B dig TG g1 e YT Toids
o HEle sanfe 3t T g srgHM e g Ie
URFRRUTA & 37 dobf R o181 Ugd A 81 g NPA T i
YT 3 3R A, IR B dic BT AT 31T T §
99 370 NPA d¢ 3R e gIad T 89 &t
TYHTT g T gl UHt uRfRufa 7 arforawy &1 dig
I6M BT <RI THRY debl W 31 g 71 § iy
Yo g 98 ot pEeIR SR U § W wRdE
3feraest & °h B 4 a8l B
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GG 3l
| HogRl & Ufd TRPR DI SRIdGARMNadm
N (ST, aifire e, SR g fayfaeme)
ST 5 Ad &1 AR fGaq I 81 SABT s 31l DI qdhr § df s Y& W W g
TSI T 1886 H MR & e TR €1 3 I 39 S A 81 6T 3§ oA HRIs! &bt
Hgs dt SO Ao 7 U R A s axe Jfaai §9a o1 7T fordt B

D1 HIYBTH JHY AT 8 TS T HR Bl N
IRHR A F44d1 ol Y1 dfb YR & A9l
{3 I &1 YA 1 7% 1923 Y oas |
g3 4Tl AR faaw aral AeigRl & uiRyH,
26, iy 9 57 &1 fdad 811 51 T Ay
fopalt Ge o T & 9gqed arTeH &cﬂ%l

3T Td&OT 2017 & HTIR T 2011-2016
o Sg Ufday Jarit AoigR] &1 TReAT 90 A
TG g1 2011 Pt STIUAT & SIAR AR

AT ASIGR] &1 G=AT 13.9 HRIS & @@rﬁr
AlD SIS B! UV g5 Ut HSIG T AH[ED

9% fomT fpat +ft sienfiies @ & Heu
T8t B O gpal gl SfgaRyr H gl
eyl YiHehT QT dRA ard Holg dHat
39 foe & Al T8 99 9% | 9 gHR

Uaoq = g1 T U1 dfh i ifh
SHTIHR YR Aolg SR T AT &=
o BT BId 8| 59 AlhSI3- P19yl g5
dl 39 PRISI ANIgR] & U Uh Fcoh H HH

§H|w$ﬁq8b g a9 & &4 H A SId
|

YRd ¥ diher3 Uiftid §H & 3 fad 918 27
ATl @ faeell & ofia fagR o9 o1g W W
S B 3G [T S5 g8 SOkl HUIgR] Bl
ma‘rﬂaﬁé@@m &qu[{jgcladlgl

A D TSt o 9 3
B3R 500-1000 faTl GX 3O W ﬁ
Ucd SH &I AR, HoIg] B 8l
TR ot 2= B ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ
W@l‘q’m%ﬁﬁmquﬁél
I I O Tso6 W MSTT IR A
TORdT ], AT I8l Sl R Uga IR & |

%}é

I B1 b UT| SiifdehT & HIHH W 81 gob
¥ S 3P UMY U §9 & 98 W) B Aol ey
STd g1 difes gRaR i Sff 9 | TRHRT Heg
dl HITSH & SMYR |

et g1 aforT vaRft Aeigr g ISt |
ST P IIY T8 oid 1 37 U4 Areie &
QR I fou QRI& =181 81 Tobell 4TI dgd
A9gRl &1 dl iy W a9 g1 gial 8, d
mwwﬁ@mwmﬁél offRufa
dg fared &l 9§ WHRI 7 IId HeA
3o U fade &1 @ ax fean gafere
oGl o M U ORI Dl TR HAT Bl
fd%ed & =Uu H ToR 3|

3! TN H1 T 3R aoig J W g 5 3
TR oD aif & dic db R g1 &
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GRM B g1 g8 Ht 9ya 7Ei ] | Il & gv
1 A 3(UA Hata &3 9 g Hol AR H URAR
& 3fTShifaeT & oY SEoee # J¢ 8id &l
DIfdS-19 Dl HEHRI o did IRBRI Dl Jay
UEd Uarit AoieR! & fRdl & IR H famR
BT AMRT AT S1fTaRIT IT U Bl 57b
fET = UM SiYa 91 g1 ugel wrdfidan
1 gl g aTe 2 o 51 et ot mergRi
DI T SRERAHG bl a&gsll & fu IR
SER] SURT Y STE | gt otet g it dl

I X U B el dfdh U URIRHIG HaH Tl
WBR H Add fdolar SRRl Sifsha
TSl o RITS IR DTS o gA1d Dl o A=

TR | ST HSIGRI D1 W Iuaisdr YfAfgd
Guil

AR R SRl &1 ¢ &1 g8l &
R TUN &1 T v fewm +ffl 39
3MUTIHTA H 3o ANad SHHTT BT STexd
g1 MhTR §Toif & Weal H bl Siidd d

gg ATt O | 39 HHgY HH & [0t RPR
SRISERCE Edl MEE d gt gl 3
Oog] ddb HGe UgdH & o 2019 #
3RS &Ff & HSIgR! o oY YRE bl 7Y
UYTH! 47 gRIT AT A1 o bS] Bl
Aeg i ot o et o ug W ww gurd g T
HSIGR ¥l 1 U 81 ddeh] Sgferd Sifd Td

39! Sfifdewt g gld R &N g1 T A
WHR B! =eu b 3t +ff gad I|ad T
Ifra 3nfdfes Yool 59 folt oMU | TRBR gRI
@TT 71U dTdTeiel 5 HRd & 91 SToR H Tt
FHAR P IR {HaT 81 39 81 &l YRd
q 3% BT 8, Th A I T MfHeId Tt
g Al GIRT TRIT HHOIR MR T & | gERT

IYfId S ¥ 3M1dT g1 1 7S Pl ofd
AP e aieRl IR 2 80 & Il derm T

qg®! gAR fa-FAfars & aRigar gt |
gl fFad TheH W 8| difds-19 & fFaw

e SR ASIgR] P forg "sieiidl ¢ " damu
M B gNgs § |

oTSTS JHR AIEd 9 1R Hearayul g
Bl

Paintings with this article are an artist's view of the trek back by migrant workers from Delhi and
NOIDA to villages in Uttar Pradesh and elsewhere. The artist, Labani Jangi, is a self-taught painter
doing her PhD on labour migrations at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata
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STRRIPTI FHIHUT
FRIT he & T dARTFH rdfegasyr vg AT

?ﬁ[&ﬂ
B

@rforsd "o, w1=A g fayfaemea)

3191 St 19 & IR & g1 S 61 § do! Ul SRS & IR
fay & ama $dr ST 98 91 gRAA 99 b SRAT H gl Siidl U7 b siRes! SR & 18 3rafet Ry
IRRY & Td [AYR B e it 30 uSt g8 81 3d &1 < g0= A & 3un 9% & gRI1 Ui &
HREM §¢ 81 X §4 & 3R 37 Y siig BRI dERY  Mb¥d bRl § 3R Tad Y H Ui bl qH= B
T & 3fidhs off fay IR A 50 AT UR IR g &1 HRd & faly T 8| 3 JHY 31 7T @ Bl HRd DR
3AReRT b 1Y WY Eferar = Hl BRI IRy &1 IART & A% g & oIt & TRt Fad IaM 8Tl g5 S
1 Sifd 1 AT B 8, TTefifch < SO ARG § AT G AVl T IeTE HRAT SN ROt 89 I F ST
9 3MYR TR AU Gof BT @1 § b Ul Siid B} Bl §| e seM & fo1U 39 & Ry, uiferefeTe,
IR 81 5| SRS & SHIeS ¢ S HEMRI & YR MefiTes! Td yeiy TR b1 S8 & 1Y AU
forg 99 &1 ER A § 3R d IR-IR $8 Ib ¢ (& R S g1 91y & 1Y g8 I8 |t &1 &1 8nm fob
I8 G3Mas! & oI FiF R gaved S| oS g ol fadeh Faw &) doi Irgeg adie 9 < o =mfen) 89
I BT SAT-UAT HRAT A6 &, ol IaHE B 3% MY ot e 3yl SRael IR SR 31 §HT S 1 SrS iR
Gl BT YR SR AU &g i g1 gaR S A Hi aky Saqudic , <ar IunT| g0 Biea s, Sifafe qur
2 FAfdd e 7 R b PE TS GBI PRUGR! 3efid SRl W & 1 81 e ey &
ST & ST SR b g B AT & [ 9y Iu-ay & Iared & Weu 3R Sulay/San ot

TG &1 UGS & A1 o[ | FHTRIAH A 9 Faara g T A HY 3R o7 & Y 37
RadH! & TET IR FR NS [AHr & Y-ary
AT ot g T A o yRa B IgRidh omufd Saar greitor seferawn & dhre R o 9T 21

BT Hg I BT MM BT 31 BT 81 | 48 TSt HU= A

D & ST IATE YR BTl 570 A 26 fagam, 11 e & o fafird UhR & Y Iaral o1 Yobfoi a1
A2, 8 UTSeie 3R Had 3 8 YR H IR HA S T4 & a1 37 IdTG] & (AT 3 R TR R BIT
g1 a¥ 2008 P! IS T I AP AUR W YUIG e SRS SHIA & RIUAT &I dg1aT ShR GRS
Y71 3 2008 P TG I BT 3y P fafia <20 WavEE H1  SeTe e o Jrir &= B Wifiart YAy of o
fFIRYRT &Y agTar e & U7l AR 3 fUsd 4 a8 Todl ¢l PN T AHR AGCAR 3R db-1dpl & aF o

T P o= & IAE R T a1 Yoo H 3G B g 3R
a9y IR W 91 &, 9% FRU GHI <M & o AUR
7 ) 1 @l 99 T § A Rwd ow aul § dan o
a1 1 B fob 9 Ay & fore ues a1 IaTes g g R
IR g | 30 UK 7En | fac=h fawr of v gan g dfed
DRI HETHRT & RO IUF g8 ATl Dl dolg o Dl
Ps o A W U AR 9 w1 I18d 81 ISTeRul
WHY YR dT J°NT (Ul Hd SReXd bl THT 70
gfaerd I 3 3maTd SR §, Afde HRIFT AR & &
YR INPR A IR IATE IR SR 301 51 SR & 1Y-
1Y ST &1 i s HHHaT 9 I J1eR Hda & g
H 1 U TRBHR = O SUH HUa B A F I8
e & ford 2 fafora smR®! Sier ¥ it &t
TRl 31 BT g forar 31 g R 4 &1 faw o
WRE ¥ Fefad gl g, difd 99 & HfIHR aat
U] = TRPR gRT Taferd a1 Frifid o Sl 81

JUFAT DI SgraT ST BT 3R 1Y &) 1Y Tl &
gxaey o off HHt A g AfYe IoR # o= =i @t
STl B R URAT HUFTl B M Tg S JrEH
AR U e gU €, W H et &5 Pt sl bl
WA BU S BT 3R ¢ | Held! ol YA $& Hag
Ua R Hhd g | DRI HEHRT &b PRI I ATl
1 IoIg U BTd ol | S, 3o, i, Sifeeferar sife =it
3 Te el FRY R oo Uiy @ ¢

SHferenTeT SR & gRT vcaef fae=h faw & fadt & et
1 - AT 919 B1 SaERAIGAN IR 3G T ¢ | HRd
3 ot po T € Fofy feran 81 PRI HeMR) & 39 AR
o U dofeud YL g@e R &1 & g qmm
ﬁawwg@r%‘ﬁr%wawmmwmm
ST qehdT & |
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= " AR BT
< . )

A

TS 091 95 od (9% & T @it a=if & R
TR YT Ui UOR gt ©, afyd e Hdl
@1 daIR Tt 32 R Aeh I 8, U g9 & Igad
R0 BT U YfFBT H TTHHUTE Ig1, 3HRBT Bl
fay Wy W6 @sgu 98f) W Hard 36,
JUD HIST A &1, FIT Y WS B! fay-gar
TR aTferar =i et e 82

gTclifob o ST o, Y3Ta fal H =i A 39 FehHur
! fay I U A1 &I o 311 39 3 HRTARY I
SR AT Tgar 3R ARl Y &) o & TS g,
i I & IdReg I dFRITe! AUt ReR =
3T I sepiensit & Iaa U7 T8t fpar St
% v gEaqul Sy o1, forad fou I8 et
BRI o [T STaTaeg eI ST 3|

HRIFT HETHRT = I &I U= UHTT BT IR B
¥ fo1u v ORIy |t g fan §, oe oy & o

ol ta&%‘#ﬁ $IfAS-19 ¥ WA TS H G

DI g S & d1G A 9 115 fafery
ﬁw&hﬁ@raﬁmuﬂg?ﬂg

e 3R P W69 (FA0), T Y Sl
fard FTe9 (UNIDO), 3 GQUAR Y
(ITU) 3R SR AFTRD ITH T3 (ICAO) |

. AR & ATDe 100 & IR S &
Uex # Agfd iR SR frd) ft ReRr 3
1 ITe & forw fopedt +ff o nfdre) 3 fdwr et
AR a1 U T8t ¥, Afe fava gg § 7% a
UM e T8 Bld 8, SRR = & fdarTd iRl
®! FIaT o H U | B

91d 3R {9y WY 6+ Bl §uic gl af 7Td 9y
2019 T 3MR®T 400 fAfera STeR ®1AeH fean

q o ft FF @ gam 7 10 T R B,
i SgUASl & HEIHeRID TSR B AT

S 39 dfYd TR ¥ R §, I8! o 39Pl
3AR UIHR 3T Ieifdes Jfaaqdl 1 faR A
o T GO §1 SRexaHg ol &I arH § IR S8R
déder (Yd H GeEdl # Ud) 99 ¥ dax 39Dl

WHR & Ufd Hardl & doid ST A 7 51 3T
e @M &1 e foran sfess Al @l &
Sifew o 1 faar|

Gl SMBIETT Tgt A P! GURT BT STha
forar ST g B

Al ST o9 TG Y SR 3 Sguea gwureff #
§¢ 38 I & UYd &1 81 dl STHT UHTT 3% RIS
qyr Rideq® 8, o it +ff Idhe &t got o
faeTa=iia <2 & axd® & &1 UHHE AT ]l
g UYd o 7 30 fa<iia aTeE B Ul Srel) I gl
gfeh 30 (gAaH e, SiimdH IHYe) &
I I SHETE | ST Y DI FIed1 Soie H =4 B
%@aﬁmn%%a@’f&ﬁﬁmzm AT el

gdr gAg | Iy 1 aRy ¥ 7R TU 9
qUIdd §H o STavlg o9 = gR&T gRug | giA
et 9% B R FRe gg ifad o fear fe
Trprag! § 701 W8T U % I Ul &
fore T2 Sra¥R AU 91 38 €, 98! g TR IRy
P UIR & forg A9 & sara & gganT i ¢ R 2

HRd dYT 3/ fasmreeiia <= & forw urufiear o
fqwg g1 1Rt fos 51a fay 39 wemRy aut sifdfe
7l ¥ IR @ s T & S} Seard & Hil
& WY T I¢ | Ay TR fodeial & g

g1 JATs 2019 H WY Y F W 3R HIY W16
& HeleR® & w0 § 949 & g S7Y (Qu
Dongyu)

- B fwef SiR o g1 auT Ui H H1S smual
3 TR 37U YHBT Dl )T A F [dmd A1 8|
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STRIPTI FHIDBRUT

ST fagm

g8 @el focpa 99 § & 9w & R
TfRdgd® T forar ST o F-ama i ATe 91 SRR
WY SHear 8 ST g 3R 3BT sddd 3aIgRul

PIfIS-19 F ¥T & gH JIb I gl I8 aRRY

FRET: s @ $3fas

BET
@forsy Jier, w10 fég fayfaeme

IO B U A& DT Gldh STHM T UM 3fdd
g YT, I 9 Yod sikicd & Slaex "ot
AT & U o1 Th ol A& aTdd $8 AR
U 3R IR 3T U & 3MYR W g A

fUzd a¥ fodsR ° 99 & M 1S T8 W ad
faam o1 3R SEd-g-3wd fay & Ay ot S sae
TUC | 3TN | HRIMAT 61 I8 hard I3l a9 Bt
ATRATE! 3R ToRaoTN &1 Ufdthd 21 3 A

AT D Shd <I&f0T SEVERE ACUTE RESPIRATORY
SYNDROME [SARS] ¥ fieid-Serd & 3R 35 I8
1A 3T TeHHA! o 1Y T DI U b 5 1]
IR &M 7 & Fo I 9G4TS §a1 HR 3¢ HBdlg

TR W Y &1 AR AT g, AT 30 g I S
g 3R Hiaw & da 3 fifad g1

ToIGR T TS fawe uRRfT &1 e aR R F,
DHRAT & ol AR A AN & e Gexd bl f&ar
2, Bl dis IEig @t favor i foars et ¢ < R
T | 1 g g1 Sford 81 bl JHY g 3R T
YT T BiAT SR 3T o=i & ot SravTa v fea
BT ol 31Tl fa% 1 Ig a0 81 gIei?

T HRIAT a1 Bi "TUST & U3 » w1gwt
fea™ A 99 9 3y YfreT A8t Ay 7 usil
B IR O F U8 HRIAT I Je! Hafarad sral

& S AT STIP &

-INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON TAXONOMY
OF VIRUSES (ICTV) & 3{JdR "COVID-19", "SARS-
COV-2" ¥ BF aIcll U SRT § 39 IRy BT -
"SARS-COV-2" 3@ 7T Hifs g "SARS-COV" &
TR YUTeR & HTH! THH &1 39 Iy & s
1 g1 Tg! dfceh 389 g dTell dHRl & §gd IR
equr +ff T THM g, gTdifes URH § i 539 Jefid
JRafd® Tl I GUT B Y] THRTE HRd 8] Tg U
I b 39 910 Y SHR a1 D11 Sl Yhdl ! LA

e & fole et sg=m 4|

I B T UGG Tl DHI GRS Sldex |t
TS & YFTAT UST 3R "COVID-19" Fi aoig
I HG § W, 31 B ARl G A Slaex
TS & &1 F AFHR U 3R §Td TP HR e
B I A Sfchid ¥ R o A +18 feaeadt =&
Hifds 2002 T Ef&oft = & T3S A% S8 A
"SARS-COV" B! 3T g3 ot 3R TIHT 8000 R
I TehHd gU A Fa TTHT 26 <=1 IHTfad gU 2
3R IY gAY Ig o1d W Wy g1 Tt o BT 39 arRy
T B arel AR I-¥ A B Iiftd g arelt
g, fhe +ft 99 3 #1331 weH 8t forn g awg ¥
uffRufeat famedt mit

3fdat:, i o1 uRiRUfda=r 3ot guit are-t uSt aur
IeH FRRTT g HERE A fay W 918
(WHO) &1 31 f&HaR, 2019 &1 U Wfdae fear foram
T o &7 arel $© TRIS 1 otk favam mam T
TRAT 8 B fGTeR & FI3Md A T S W&0if arel
®3 TRV UTT STH & S1as[g WHO 1 39! SIHBRY
T8 &1 A B T 3R ATURaTE! Y ;e §1 TR
WHO = 9 HTHd  ForTaT feard gu:
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1) 1-SHMaR1-2020 P 9 ORI W U8 & &g
Incident Management support team(IMST) I
T3 foba|

2) 4-SHaR1-2020 BT T-HifSar U ugar Ruid st
T, forgm AT & 73801 o1 8 7 T

3) 5-SMaX1-2020 B WHO o g1 Ruié SRt fasan
SR gl aR fordft 78 a1y &1 ol ol

4) 10-Sa1- 2020 BT WHO = T4 THT 31 X0 I
1} 39 91539 & SR H JdTHR ey fean|

5) 12-SFasl- 2020 ® 99 7 FrAAHS dR W
DRIAT-AZY & 3T RI YUt o1 U fobar|

6) 13-Sa31-2020 P A & TTER UTsais H Covid-
19 BT U QT AT ATH 34T

7) 14-Sa1-2020 I WHO H Gail Sa Hifsar &
T SIfeR fohar &t a8 A9 -¥- I | the aralt
SR B Tt B

g OM O & STacg 914 A Pig TaRM el fordm 3R
Y 919 AT BT T-AT IS JGAR ¥ T Yol (e HY
g8 B aIared] ®RA o forg 7 o 9 fod o ggd
DT SAVR B QT UT| 3, I I8 Tgd 23, 5a],
2020 P! T4 fopdT; gUITIaRT dramee! ¥ Ugd gl os
T g8 U = o fafie 2e’l 0 Ud o o= | ot
T $R gob ¥, aRad H I8 T b IarT &1 gt
8! dfcts HRIFT-argY BT ot 7|

<

Persons with o symptoms of
CToronavirus showuld Not use Mmedical
mask, instead, wash hands freqguently

RONAVIRUS

WWWhen anmnd How to Use Maskk

Use medical mask whille visiting
haealthcare facility or whamn
caring for iIll persons

A Mmedical mask is effective for
8 hours. Change Immediately
if it gots wat

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Call +91 11 23978046 o

= T Q SR BT 11, AR, 2020 B WHO gRT
ufuefie @ Ui o1 ool ura 8wl i @)
ARG} & golg T 3MTSl THT It 22 Y 3BT
A &1 US 38T 5| 8T I &1 9% ATIRaTg],
& forT W o7 3R I 7 23, ST, 2020 BT TgH
T dTdec] ®% I8 T SiieR HX 1 Ul fos a8 Siar)
T -8R I TTRd 811 arefl g

UE 39HT THHE SUIR dldree) gl 9 T U7l
3R I8 ITTR 3 <0 7} T8 979 R = fomn
BT Al 31To1 fay BT I8 GaRN A gich | 3D T gl
T HRAT Y ThiHd ARSI T T THT 50,00,000
d% Ugd T § 3R TTH 3,00,000 AN BT GG &
Ecdid

§Id 3R HYRd &1 BN dl, HRd H HRIFT &1 Ugdl Hy
30 TG, 2020 P THE AT T, 31 HS, 2020 dH
Ministry of health and family welfare & SR
DRI T Yo Hd ARSI Pt TJAT TIHT 1,95,000 3R
TR 3200 RN Bt G B g 8, T8 T= fa-
gfafe sedt € o Xt &, HRd & U A ol 98 33T
T SHERR ¢ 3R 1 € Srfoqamy, IW T T
MEE YR & U SRAT § ST de1 FAdgo!
AT T ET & | addH uRfRufaal & g9 o I -
I3, WHO, 3R TRPR R e Y 1= 71 ured
FRP BT 3T 1T Pl Td 30U G- B! 591 Ghd 5|
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- EEREER
DRIFT HHUI B olg T § URAHT Srfaqawar|
Sifefar qear
B
@fors Hora, S fEg fayfaemer)
a9 = ¥ o ) e e a1 FRT aERE T ?—f%? Sl ﬁliﬁl aﬁaﬂs‘dzr 1%27%$T
3 i 3 o dfepelsT O faar dcyl g, 39 Jdlq- -6.47% fiRTac
TG 4R A 22 AT & Squh il 3Tt &, Sifel Taex ufafe T 22300 FRIS

3R SR B 2 b ST ¥ sareT fofe it =g o
P, Hal 39 AT §H STAPT &l BT gg | 3T
AP eI3 &1 I8 FRIaRTar $&l ol | Afde dd THI
¥ forg Sfifawt & gedl W Sitad &1 919 o Hem
TS 8 U, Safe 35T g8 g g fb 7 offlad 54
o7 3T 8 AR Shifdest 1 8 1 781 | g Aibea-
3.0 U $& U § & 1Y SHADHT Bl ATe] HIA Dt
DI BT T3, AfchT SfHaRIT Uest W -Tg! arg off
ot B WeRT sfiws! B §1d B dl HRd H
HITS-19 Bt TG IR 4% & MY-UN g, o 7 fay o
T HH § Afp 37 3fbsl H 39 Aldl B! A
et fopan T § S Aeheis & HRUIES ¢ | A al Al
8 Sl Y & HRUI, Tg! g W Afswa gfaur =1 fira
UM & HRUL IR § &F disd Joigll &, HRee
A gTewT 3R faRmareTH & 19 e § WA ard
3R % H1 fouma df § B Tal | 3d dl SHDBT JHHT
AR Srfomamyt H +ft e T B 3R I fHant
fSiefral gurfad gt 9T SaM o =8t S
IJHd1 g

AT & HH 3R Tt SRISFRT S TR & o
TS 99 & AT 7 3fd gART AHSqaRAT &l R
forar B1 S SR Tfdy Jaer &1 Yeras W Al
S a1l Se%] Yaek 3! fRURT seR BT g1 71 3
& TghaaTT Turss # 3d d& &I gay de
fRMAC 27 4 @RI P G B TR g o [P A H 51.8
Wrgey ot

3T HT JHuH 9d el 7| fFafd 9< 89 & &R
HCISd haeilol §< Us ¢ | U8 Tal, A # A
UH qWE & AlPeldd & HRU ATRSMRUl |
16.7% P! G4 g ARTaC 318 o fob 31 1982
T 3§ dP P! &Y Jof TRMace O, 8 # Hiasg |
TSI BT T BRI SUBI HqTell AT S
qHdT & | BRIFTAERY B aoT8 ¥ $Had S8Rl &
IdTG H & HH 81 TS dfcdh 39d datd qolgRl
P e, add & Feldl o Hed Ht IeM US |
g ok 3u& a1g Wt W 7T # HH FT aoig
! BTad GURAT g% d g

Pifas19 A Uga &t RN :

SSTaRITH 3HTS I 7 SSRETT YR B IRR
ggd it a1 3 91 Jaex © o forar! BT 3
oM # 3R IfdT Yaex & 7T AR U1 B |
eg Bl ¢ | SHHIHE qd 2019-20 & Haladh
SiidiY & $Sfedd Vaer &1 $d ANTGH T
30% § 3R ¥ HRA & THIHT 24.89% ST Bl
IR <@ g1 TITEuHel & e,
TSI F MYR W UT-WRat 2019-20 A
2SI H 0.9% 1 [dT < T § S fob 2018-
19 1§ 4% YT $SRCTS Id1GH H 75.5% o1 fgel
TG I AGhaERTT daex Sieidt # 18% @I
e a1 § 3R 1Y H 12% STAG-T Y AR
1t ST 81 IWHT 2019-20 & TA1 H -0.2% &I
fAdT < T, Ig1 dh b HfN & d1g
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T STl AR & aredl (10.75% @ )
caeTsd Sewt A ot Slid-wRadt 2019-20 H -1.2%
@1 fapr g1ire faran, sifet Yaer & uga q & ga
EEIE]

R [y & $d T SI8el SAIE BT T8 1.7% 8 URd
T F1afd 81T 81 SMEemeUl & YR W HUT-HRax!
2019-20 ¥ Aot ¥ & fabMT 0.6% HI g3l
ST @ 2018-19 H 3.9 % T, S&fh IPHHIHD Td
2019-20 H ST YR T 2.5% & AT BT A
3R AT & Hgel 2% T SFIHM TR 1 §
STl T3S & HTferdh gR-gX b [T Bl e
e I aihg SST Aaer B! dgar grad Bl
femr R &l

AfyF TR R P g gH AU :

I d I 39 Iy TEMERT & RO SR IF &
T & fSU™ & HRUT T I <= U SSHI gaw
ST AT AR § | 3 UR & g SOt srieaw
DI TR &7 3R FeRead Jaex § 18 oF o &
forg 3resT HishT 1 Ul g1 Afdhd 3R I fay ¥

Afp A TS 2018 B § TId SSREAA Haex Bl
Tef AT SR1 TEY 4T 3R 2019 BT Ue=i o )
ELIEGE]

» {$HTe gRI e arefl g9 srdogaw # ferie
&1 St BT 3R PIfAS 19 F Tg et Twe
A e B I I AR 3R ot g aRE uwifad |
oA 8| T H HIs T TS I TIHT TR

TSR] D1 TR A0 & HRUT THH NI & TG
1t sfedl &1 Yars U F Ia-1 4T Tal 3R
3 A 3 arel Iug o Rad Arg9=E &1 dahe off
ZSfedl & a1 US IS 7|

granfr 39 9t TAIfaal & o gER U 9ey
gl SReAT 3R fay &1 Ry Iad g1 ATdhe g1
& Ay W} B 1 AghaaT Ydex HI 5 1 A ¢
SIS 7 g arel aTeM H 1% &1 gfg a3 § T
H g MR I & AYHaETT 4 siierdl & 25%
TN A8l § 3R 10 HRIS 7T ISR ST =18
2 ol 39 76T B [ PR b T 389 31 Aot
fopR T8} e b §1 3@ SReRd § o 3 areft

T 1 ST A1 89 39 Hidh &1 fohaT @y 33T Tobdl
% U8 T ai 9 3 WY g 9ol 5

* SIRUWD A T TghaaTT SR § HRd &I
309 M W " 9 # a1 7, St adad §
AR X H Ufaw o 3rea1 UeRH w1 & Ufdd §
At wnfed off sarer B

* REISTE & Hdladh, SfagaR-feder 2019 o
AT Sl & HORiE gieasoRe ved
HH 8T B, HEl 68.6% Sl I8 <2far § fob 3t o<
Tt # off IR HH g1 HUfEr oA [ &HAT R
ST T8 PR U138 5

* SogUW A 2018 H SR Bl Th Gl &8 o
N Hifd & goil @ & foe wed i =me
g1 ford quau = UyH RIF UMAT iR HRd A 44
g1 R g |

SSW ISl DI WHTd DR B, Jddd 30 ¢ H TY
AR 39 HUAl HI 4T AW S 38 TgT 31 W
AOR X ¢l I SR Tl HolgR, Sl Se% S
3BT T8l B UT W@l § I8 18 se% S &l ¢ faar
ST arfs at A8 SaHarel 3R afye AFe &
IAE ¥ 39 adl g3 S8 B! §d1 el G,
hf$e 37 Jeieal & ford Yoy FRIT S, S fuws
&7 ¢ J81 713 SRl & Wie M & g RE
S3ifea faa oTe | So &g ST +ft gr g

T 3w SRt g 3o et vl & Sk
fSHis S oe 9ry gt 9ry fafa 1 «ft SeReaa
I3l D1 fewr dern ou| SSRear ¥g Smax
JATE & DR ZTBT SA0R I Y 3R dqb-
$ddh P J JgdR BN 89 I gl 3R
Apersd H ISt 3R Fe od gU < B 9
SN ifd & o R HX
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fRrem
: PIfFs-19 3R HRH Rrgmor I 1 dart|
/ ‘ feuig Rig

PRI B G F fay & Ty Jt 4= &l i §

30T 2020 DT P AT A1 fap™ Hared 3

e PR g yRa Wt S99 ergar Y @1 ' 1 39
T Tt & BT T e g | e aw 3R
BH T YU WIEl T 81 Td! & SA9R, A
I §¢ gFAT & 186 SN & 72% I S
faenfial &1 uHIfad 3R 81 ¢ 1 Wl oa 81 P HRUI
27 U I T 1.725 fafer B yHifad gu g |

DB IHU DI HH IR & [T dqH g9 R
TR 1 fSfored yomedt ot 3R S 9181 89N
Rreor Rigor Gl B fSfieass d=7 3iR
3T & &) are U J I & forg ot
§gd BT BT S1b! & | §H O &1 yoret &1
fmtor fopar & ot srggata T8 81 fUsd 100 oot o
&M & T PIs I3T UR 8! g3 & | 9gd ad 9l
T gH I YOI BT 3R R IR

Afp I TR §AR 99T § 99 95Ad aA
& T 81 39 TEMHR & TH 81 & 91G fay o
3T Sard &I U 3R URe SRAT & U & Hegd
e ST FebaT | 18 81 78T 8% &7 H ol Ga P 3

URA § 3iars- Rign & YYR & fore gA1d 3hg!
B & I I s fecal H U g I e
Il YR Ug! TS A $I 3T Bl
Sg®] T 3530 Hivlal fSfored e wew &
FTAT 3 P SR 37 aTell AT 3R Sremaff o
R B P T YHTa A1 FHIYT I HR- o oy
YRA R o RIS D1 STHRAT =1 AT 34 gmal
T URURS Hefsii § 3 FH- 311 arell gAraar
1 3 Tare e & Areny R fohar o Ybar 2|

3P G 30 22, 2020 P ST AT JgTeH
HATETd A §1a1 U0 WR Ta=re™ 2.0 &1 JHRY foar|
3OPT I Renfaa), WreAl ok g-af arwh
B Th 1Y AT g | FSThT IuATT S HR & oRal
o gRT e 70 IR gl oY 3R ot +ft T &
fore fosar o 9 |

TGP U 17 S 2015 B T& (bT T I
f$fiieet amgsidt 3fite $fSar (ESiva) o1 35w
< & gt it &1 fefoiea e =

ST 3TR T VY STaRUT BT A0 S St A=hiedm
3R SHAYT Bl dg! T 3 arch JaSif &
HTHAT R YT

oo 4t T8 § BRI 7 Rien & forg fefored wewid
1 & N o 8! foran| 59 a9 & foxiig aoie o
&% WDHR 7 100 Hictel # 3 e & g
I fHU § | HRIFT aRRY & aoT8 ¥ §U Ah SIS
¥ gl 3} BHE & JHUHE DI ¢Wd gU HEd qHd
I fapr HAe (TA3RE)) 7 $8 Hed 33T
gl

Juasy BT g1 A ey, freret, Meuarait
3ffe & forg Fges Suasy g1 T8l 60 I 31
TR & R0 Tq1e Iudsy g 9 fbdre, g,
difsar iR onf|

3T 2016 H TIRS! HATAT = "WGIAUHT 91 ¥
32 A I9a BT YHURH fHar a1 e e
Ui, Hiefte R I fen @ W} IE &Y
I faual ol 9gR &7 9 gAY H 3R ufameff
Tiemaft Bt duRl § D! Hag BT Ul
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5 RydeR 2017 &1 TEeRS A @ik IS
3 e giue (@ics) A e & fore e
fefiea AP w9 B1 sagerdl B YR B &
oY Uep Ugd &1 SR 39 Sler &1 =™ e I8 uica
e/t SR BT aHl o fo T fRre giferd e
gl

AR T & fow Hiesd a1 duery &) oevd
Tt 8| Afdh T NUIE & SR HRA H TIHT 50
RAc q ST AN & U1 dUery a1 Aidgd Sudsy
Tel g1 3Tb (AT AR g & fu 3=y
gexe BAfgeiad] Bt 4 Sevd gl g

YRA GREUAR e Uifereur (TRAI) gRT SIRI
3fiH el & IR, G H 48.4 BT §ex-c SNICI g1 T8
AT § Ufd 100 AR R §S3AC TIEHI DI AT
&1 UfAfARIE FRA1 8| U BT ST BT 66% SHTETS Tl
T g g, Afd U Sexe SRS R 253 g
B gaT § Test & 7 gevae SRt 97.9 81 URd
T U8 9gd ¥ 79 3R Infarit gaes § el gexc

AfPT T g9 b fefed Mdes T@. . <e
Jfe & U W 31 Th el & I St
BIdT 8 3 3R B & o9 &7 dle| ITb
U 3RS Fag P Sexd ge, orgs forw
®18 1 Iy Wewr Suasy el 81 UuT Big
TSRS HATT BT U el & ol ATTars
FARIS 99 T |

fSa®! aole ¥ e I 3 Iuasy TT &1
JTANT R AT 9 Ial I8 ol Afbd I
Tt IR S1eT UrEad! ®I AP AR Jad 3od
e ¢l T8 Haeg A Wt weT g fh 3 9 oo TU
i 8 &1 98T A B & STl IR 81 hd g |
IIHT IUANT B Tl Dl gad 384 @l Wt HaT
T g |

31 ) T 3 urgaRlt fifa foar o1 faww §, Harem
gRT ST g1 o d1g H 3BT ST AR &
35T & i 3 PIs GRfad vd Iuasy H T8 7
3R $T0T AU HRAT 3T T g fb T &R

Pfaefact Tel & T | dgi I8+ a1 o= AT
FAT Y B TT?

TR P TGS B S I8 8
fufoar g g1 & sift Iwg & o9 o

3fiTes e Rt Igdt a1 Sexe &1 Iudsdr ard
&=t o g Tfrd =7 38 39 forw Are Iareq faerg
T A ey 3-faem e & Loed B g1 39

SYDT WA & 9 db I ST RIT T e [@T
TS| ifth S99 BT &1 dgd IHd gl T
T T3RS! HAa0 Bl U Ol WekhH [asmiid

IS & d8d 12 ST Id R fhd S, T
T U Hafl & forg gafta g1 3 gt I9a gy
F 32 Il A I & U BRI ST | T TISiT He
19 12 9% & U g1 3T Irmh, 3rerT-3ieT
HTT3M & B o ORI d% Ugdrg offai |

B B SR § Tl e BET B d2d adr
T T 3R BHET SR ! & da U Al darg
B T | Y B Y T BH a% WHIC B UgaH,
feforea facet sem iR @ URd H gexdc
FHAfdefact B YR b1 Ui T o1 gHTT |
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Amidst this Covid-19 pandemic, the world
appears, as a Hollywood movie and the only
thing missing on the roads are zombies.
Nothing is safe around the globe neither
health nor wealth. It seems we have actually
gone 21 years back in time, not because
decades-old Ramayan and Mahabharat
came back to television but because of the
terrifying estimates of economic indicators like
GDP growth rate and unemployment rate. In
this environment, the biggest dilemma
among the governments is whether to lay
stress on saving its people or to focus on
saving its economy. As rightly said, Human
resource is the biggest resource of any
economy. If an economy wants to prosper, it
must take care of its citizens and keep them
healthy. However, if the government spends
all its resources in saving lives without
concentrating on the economy, it will have to
pay a very huge cost. On the other hand, if
the government just focuses on Economy
giving less attention to lives of people then the
country will be pushed towards an
irecoverable and horrifying situation (looking
at the population and density of India).
Therefore, the government needs to find a
middle path where instead of “Saving the
people v/s Saving the economy”, it would be
better to think “Saving the people and the
economy”. In addition, between Lives and
Economy, comes another important concept

Saving the People V/S Saving the Economy

i.e. Saving the livelihood and ensuring
Employment, which will act as a bridge
between these two.

Desperate times call for desperate
measures. IMF's Chief economist Gita
Gopinath has rightly said that the first priority
of the nations dealing with this pandemic
should be to deal with the health crisis.
Certainly, lockdown is an appreciable step
by the government complemented by
testing, isolation and freatment of ifs
people. This has prevented community
fransmission of the virus and helped India in
keeping the COVID cases lower as compared
to other countries. However, did the
government actually succeed in saving lives?
As soon as the lockdown was declared,
factories started firing its labour, construction
activities stopped, shops were not allowed to
open and transportation activities were barred.
This snatched jobs from the hands of crores of
people. Government came with Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Package aimed at giving
food grains to the poor. But it seems that the
benefit of this did not reach to Urban poor who
first ran out of work and then out of money.
Having no option left, despondent workers
started moving back towards their villages and
hometowns, the heartbreaking pictures of
which we all must have seen on our television
screens. Many of whom also met with the
accidents and lost their lives, not due to corona
but due to the unplanned decision and poor
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management of lockdown by the government.
Although, Central government has started Shramik
Special trains from the first week of May for ferrying
back migrants, but the non-cooperation between
the center and states was clearly visible. Between
all this chaos, the poor and the migrants are the
ones who are suffering the most. What was their
mistake?¢ For what they are being punished? Is this
how the government is paving way for
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat'? Key for survival in this
pandemic is to first guard and then nurse. It applies
not only to the health of people but also to the
health of the economy. It is a tough time for all the
industries whether micro, small, medium or large. In
the five tranches of %20 lakh crore-stimulus
package announced by the Finance Minister, the
government seems clearly determined for
strengthening of the economy and becoming a
global player in the coming years. Along with the
credit facilities to the businesses, it also lays
foundation for many administrative reforms. Be it
tweaking the definition of MSMEs, concept of One
Nation-One Ration card or Opening up all the
sectors for Private companies. All this will benefit
the nation in long term, will help in making India
Aatmanirbhar and mark its notable presence in
global supply chain. However, was it the right time
to introduce all these worthy reforms when the
nation was in much need of a stimulus package
that would support its survival?

As presented by the Finance Minister, multiple
schemes of availing loan (even collateral free
loans) for MSMEs will surely provide a helping hand
to them. Credit facility of up to 10,000 for street
vendors will also help in reestablishing them. More
funding in MGNREGA and increasing its wage rate
from %182 to %202 will create employment
opportunities in rural areas. But for a large chunk of
population, which have migrated back to villages,

are these few policies sufficiente Job security
for these people should have been the priority
of government. Heavy investment in capital
projects is needed in the backward regions of
labor-intensive states, so that these people get
employment and can earn their livelihood. Just
ensuring food to them, will not make India self-
reliant.

Aggregate demand plays a major role in the
economy. And ‘Demand’ was also among the
five pillars of Self Reliant India, as quoted by the
Prime Minister in his remarkable speech. But
how the government is going to create
Demand? Unless and until people have money
in their hand, Demand will not rise. Even Noble
laureate Economist Abhijit Banerjee tells that
the easiest way to create demand is putting
money in the hands of the people through
direct tfransfers, like to the bottom sixty per cent
of people (in terms of income). It will provide
the requisite impetus to the economy. Then,
why the government is reluctant to act in this
direction? It would be worthy to state here that
after Doctors and Police, these Economists are
the one who are going to save our nation.

Talking of the two oldest civilizations of the
world- China and India, Ek Dard de raha
(Coronavirus) aur doosra Dawa
(Hydroxychloroquine).  Many  Mulfinational
companies want fo come out of China and shift
their factories to another country. India could
become their preferred investing destination.
India should not lose such a huge opportunity
but for that, ‘Red-tapism’ should substitute with
‘Red-carpet’. If India is able to grab its first-
mover advantage then all the Fiscal Deficit of
government will soon fade away and
employment opportunities will be generated
large scale.
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The year 2020 will always be remembered as an eye-opener for the world. This Coronavirus has
taught us many lessons. However, the Class is still not over. The pandemic, risk and fear continues
and so does our lessons. Ending on an optimistic, determined and motivating note with a self-

written quote:-

“World is in crisis but don’t lose HOPE
that seems to be the only way to struggle and to cope
Be ready to serve and forget the word Nope
Coz this corona battle is a tug-of-war, so strengthen up to pull the rope.”
JAI HIND

Covid-19

Aditi Jaiswal
Student
Faculty of Commerce, BHU

India has set an example for world
through its intrepid fight against COVID-
19. Indian states have shown remarkable
coordination with the Cenfral government
in this scenario. Some states are performing
extraordinarily. One of them is Kerala. Being
considered as * model state" in this battle,
it is sefting global benchmarks to combat
the pestilence. While the national
average of recovery rates is 28.71%, for
Kerala it stands at 93%. The mortality rate
of COVID-19 in India is only 3.29%, near
20 times less than the global rate. Kerala
has the lowest mortality rate of 0.58% (one
of the lowest in the world). One interesting
fact with  Kerala is that its state
government even opposes the ferm
‘social distancing’.

&7

Kerala Stands Exemplary in Battle Against Covid-19, Gives
Lessons Worth to Be Learnt

It believes that this term has the essence of
casteism.

In fact, Kerala started a term called
‘ohysical distancing' and 'social solidarity’.
Currently, the state has Left Front-led
government and was among the first fo
infroduce precautionary state-wide
measures against the COVID-19 pandemic.
It was the first State to record a positive
patient. The government started training for
healthcare staff and surveilonce at
international airports on January 23, assoon
as the World Health Organization (WHQO)
declared alert for novel coronavirus. The
Kerala node of the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP) immediately
activated district surveillance units.
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. Over the last 15 years, Kerala has Kerala
is one of the biggest exporters of Human
capital. After the announcement of
nationwide lockdown, a large number of
non-residents retorted, which caused an
instantaneous spread of new infections.
When the Covid-19 broke down in Kerala,
it was still recovering from the last year's
disastrous flood.

The Nipah virus, which hit Kerala in 2018
claimed 17 lives in a single month, shook
the state’s health system due to which
the state was already prepared.
According to Rajeev Sadanandan, former
Health Secretary of Kerala, “Kerala
learned valuable lessons from managing
the Nipah outbreak and gained the
confidence to handle future epidemics
from unfamiliar pathogens. The lesson
from the Nipah outbreak helped to frack
the contacts of infected persons'.
Government of Kerala arranged 4,603
relief camps where today 1,44,145
migrant labourers are spending their
tough time. Various efforts were made
to fulfil the needs of 'guest labourers' as
soon as the pandemic hit the state at
the end of January. A number of
initiatives were taken to protect lives and
livelihood of people from the attack of
this virulent foe, such as- leveraging
local governments to provide food and
basic amenities, sefting up community
kitchens, distribution of food kits and
appointing senior |IAS officers at the state
level to administer these efforts.

The state has communicated effectively in
different languages to educate all,
including migrants.

It is following a three- tier system to control
the spread: An  empowered local
government system; 2- A well-functioning
primary healthcare network; 3-  Lessons
from the Nipah virus. But such immediate
and effective strategy is not the outcome
of one-day effortsbeen working to
strengthen its healthcare structure. The
“Aardram Mission” in particular, have built
a strong healthcare foundatfion and
network at the local level across the state.
As per the second edition of the 'Healthy
States- Progressive India  report  (2019)'
released by NITI Aayog., Kerala scored
74.01% and ftopped in the list of best
performing State in the health sector
among the 21 large States.

Kerala has tested aplenty number of the
suspects throughout the State. As per
state government "Every contact of each
positive person are home quarantined for
the incubation period, i.e., 14 days. Health
workers and ASHA workers follow up with
them, by phone, every morning and
evening for entire Kerala has tested an
ample number of the suspect throughout
the State. As per state government "Every
contact of each positive person are
home quarantined for the incubation
period,i.e., 14 days. Health workers and
ASHA workers follow up with them, by
phone, every morning and evening
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for the entire incubation period. If the
patient reports any symptoms, they are
presumed COVID-19  positive, and
transported in designated ambulances to
an isolation ward in  designated
treatment centres and tested. If a
person tests positive, the cycle begins
again: all their contacts are identified
and followed up with."

During the Nipah outbreak, Kerala
learned that transparency is a necessary
condition for an effective and rapid
response. The Kerala government has set
up 18 committees and holds daily
evening meetings to evaluate the
situation, issuing media updates about
those quarantined, tested and
hospitalized. In these meetings, Chief
Minister provides daily updates via a
televised address, in which he informs
citizens on the number of new cases,
recoveries, and deaths; he outlines the
actions the government has taken and

reinforces the importance of precautionary
measures, such as physical distancing.
States are complaining that they don't
have adequate fund to counter this
pandemic. Kerala is also one of them. It
received low relief fund by the Central
Government for tackling the pandemic, still,
through appropriate and effective early
actions, it has successfully slowed the
spread of infection in the state, largely by
promoting physical distancing and mainly
sanitary precautionary measures, and
providing better protection for health staff
well before the lockdown was imposed in
India in late March.

Kerala is the state which has demonstrated an
exemplary ideal for the entire country about the
importance of a well-structured health system
and the significance of high literacy rate. One
may contradict with the current Kerala
government ideology but it’s illustrious resistance
against the malignant outbreak is undeniably
appreciable and gives lessons worth to be
learnt.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

World Health

Organization
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‘Yes, | make charities but it isn’'t a big deal,
it's my responsibility towards society’.
This quote by Indian filmstar Mr. Akshay
Kumar reminds us of the fruth that not only
government but various famous
personalities, voluntary associations and
Indian citizens are supporting our nation in
fighting against this pandemic. Covid-19 has
brought a battlefield elsewhere. It is not
limited to a nation or its boundaries but it is
widespread and has caused a global
pandemic. To curb and contfrol its
widespread GOl had declared lockdown in
4 different phase which is still ongoing and
everything is unpredictable regarding the
future course of action. Although the
lockdown has been costly in terms of
increasing economic hardship, unsettled
lives, devastation faced by millions but a
minor delay could have resulted in a hike in

cases.

Various research houses and industry bodies
have reported that 84.26 lakh people have
been provided meals out of which nearly
37% of people are being fed up by NGOs. As
per India Today Report, in 13 states, NGOs
fed more people than the government did In
this pandemic. Meals have been served to
sfranded migrants labourers and the poor
who have been hit worst owing to loss of
income during the lockdown. Not just food,
NGOs are also sheltering people through
shelter homes.

NGOs feeding our nation amid this pandemic Covid-19

As per a new report of International Labour
Organization (ILO), 81% of Indian’s workforce
employed in the informal sector out of which
1/3d were working as casual labourers. The
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has already
issued an advisory to states to utilize the
services of NGOs. Various measures have
been taken by NGOs along with government
to provide reliefs to the poorest and
vulnerable people in various ways like —

e Shelter homes for homeless

e  Community Kitchen

e Distributing masks and sanitizers

e Spreading awareness

The volunteers have been taking necessary
hygiene precautions by wearing gloves,
mask, and using hand sanitizers during food
distribution.  Some of the voluntary
associations/ NGOs which are aactively
involved in serving the needy during this
pandemic areqas —

1) Network for Youth Development and
Healthy Environment (NYDHEE)
The main focus of this voluntary association is
to serve the lowest strata of society like daily
wagers, construction workers, street vendors
etc. through supplying dry meals. Along with
it, their volunteers are also educating
households, community groups on various

aspects like how to maintain social
distancing, hand washing and other
measures they must adopt to avoid

contamination.
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2) Care India

It is a global humanitarian platform which
is operating across over 90 countries
helping the marginalized communities in
the fight against COVID-19. In India, it has
1400+ teams working with  the
government of Bihar in supporting the
Government in  contact  tracing,
monitoring, infection control laboratory
hospitals strengthening for the fight
against COVID-19.

3) National Youth Union

It is a Pune based union which is working
since the beginning of lockdown. It
focuses mainly on health care and thus
started distributing soaps, masks & gloves.
During their interaction with people at
ground level, they realize that women
may find it difficult to buy sanitary
products because it is not included in the
list of essential items. So they started
distributing  sanitary  products and
medicated soaps to those who could not
afford it.

4) Zomato Feeding India

It is operating on Pan level in our country
with the Motto of ‘Feed the daily wagers'.
Since the bbeginning of lockdown it has
started providing food support to families
of marginalized communities across cities
who might have Lost employment. Each
meal kit contains a combination of basic
staples such as wheat flour, rice & two
kinds of pulses.

5) Give India

It is an online donation platform operating
on Pan Level in India in order to channelize
resources to credible NGOs across India.

It is indirectly functioning and collecting
funds for —

*Donation for food parcels.

*Hygiene kits for those residing in highly
infected areas.

6) Sustainable Environment and Ecological
Development Society (SEEDS)

It is also operating in many states of India like
Bihar, Delhi, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Odisha and Uttarakhand and
are providing financial and essential services
support to daily wage earners, the supply of
hygiene kits and food to poor families, old
age homes and orphanages. It supports the
Government through establishment of
temporary quarantine facilitates, where
needed.

7) Humanity First

It is serving the needy and unprivileged
section of various states like Keralg,
Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Himanchal Pradesh, Odisha,
Kolkata, Delhi, Punjab, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh
and Kashmir by donating grocery items,
masks, sanitizers, gloves & drinking water.

8) HelpAge India

Due to decreased immunity and body
working capacity as well as multiple
associated diseases like diabetes,
hypertension and kidney disease in elderly
people they are at higher risk.
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HelpAge India is connected with a wide
network of Senior Citizens and is giving them
vital info about the pandemic, health
adyvisories and necessary precautions. Along
with it, HelpAge is providing free meals to
poor section, protective hygiene kits and
free medicines and healthcare facilities to
the needy people. Along with there are
many other voluntary associations which are
engaged in providing basic amenities at
state  levels which areas: Kashtakari
Panchayat, Akshaya Patra Foundation,
Kashiyaan Foundation, Uday Foundation,
Annamrita, Habitat for Humanity, NGO Safq,
Goonj, Sharnarthi Sewa, United Way, Rise
Against Hunger India (RAHI) and many more.

Covid-19

Garima Singh
Student

As our country fights against the pandemic
caused by the deadly corona virus, the
shadow pandemic lurks right behind. India
reports heavy surge in cases related to the
domestic violence in the ongoing lockdown.
Domestic violence is an act of physically,
sexually, épsychologically or economically
abusing a family member or intimate partner
to establish power over them. Gender-based
violence have been prevalent in our society

The Burgeoning 'Shadow Pandemic' Inside the Safety of Homes

Faculty of Commerce, BHU

We all have little clarities on what lies ahead
and when we all will be out of this pandemic.
Government can't do it alone, it requires
cooperation and coordination from the
public in order to reduce the misery of people
as early as possible. All we could do to is to
take necessary precautions, spreading
awareness and accurate information, follow
lockdown, isolation, stop forwarding fake
news and reports and more focus should be
on saving lives by serving the needy people
in our surroundings. Together, we shall
overcome and once again we could
achieve peace.

With domestic violence being the most
common. During the times of emergencies
like the current pandemic induced lockdown,
these cases tend to rise steeply due to
heightened insecurities and hardships.
Evidently, cases of domestic violence are
already onrise in India. According to the data
released by the Punjab police, there has been
a rise of 34% in cases related to domestic
violence between March 20 and April 20.
Delhi police received 1612 complaints related
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to domestic violence in the second week
of April. The National Commission for
Women (NCW) also registered 587
domestic violence complaints between
March 23 - April 16. Antecedently, the NCW
had received 396 complaints from 27th
February to 22nd March, reflecting a
significant surge in number of complains
since lockdown. Most of these complaints
were made over a relaunched WhatsApp
number -7217735372- for the cases related
to domestic violence and only for the
period of lockdown as it was expected that
the cases will rise since many are locked in
with their abusers.

Studies suggest that these complaints are
only a fraction of beaucoup unreported
cases. Women are affrighted to reach out
for help due to the already disrupted social
and protective measures, fallout of the
lockdown and ensuing  confinuous
presence of the perpetrator. Also, many
cases of violence go unreported due to the
stfigma  around the cause and the
acceptability, an outgrowth of the social
norms. According to the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) study 2015-2016, 52%
women and 42% men believed that it is
acceptable for a husband to beat his wife.
The same survey further revealed that one-
third of Indion women have experienced
domestic violence but only an exiguous 1%
of victims reached out for help from police.
The reason behind this rise in cases of abuse
can be the frustration caused by the
confinement at home and shortage

In available resources. Added to it, the
uncertainties pertaining all around, effect of
unemployment and loss of income and
savings worsen the situation. The risk of
violence is further exacerbated as the Police
forces are already facing heavy surge
workload due to the pandemic induced
lockdown and hence social issues like
gender- violence are getting ignored. The
restrictions on movement have further
blocked any contacts with those sources
which could be of any help, women are
unable to seek help from neighbors or other
family members.

Moreover, the governments' step to open the
liquor shops to resuscitate their distressed
revenues will further worsen the plight of
women as it may increase the violence at
home. Studies have previously shown a direct
link between alcohol consumption and
abuse. As there is afore financial instability at
homes, this may further stress the economic
situation, men may use the available money
to buy alcohol and cut on the essentials.
Liquor will also fuel crimes like robberies, sexual
assault etc. Ostensibly, the women at homes
may have to bear the burden of relieving the
economy.

Global scenario

The cases follow the same story around the
globe, every country with stay-at-home orders
faces the escalation in intimate partner
violence. And this situation may turn more
severe, as per the new data released by UN
Population Fund (UNFPA) - at least 15 million
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more cases of domestic violence can be
expected for every 3 month the lockdown
is extended. As per the World Health
Organization (WHO) - the people at highest
risk during these times are those women
who are displaced, refugees or migrants
and those living in conflicted areas.
Women with disabilities and older women
have higher chances of getting affected
due to the violence during COVID-19. These
women may also be denied basic medical
facilities by the perpetrator.

The effect of this violence can be long
term, it affects the wellbeing and health of
the victims and sometimes these violence
are even fatal and end with the victim's life.
The cost of domestic violence is not just
personal but it rather burdens the whole
economy. According to the WHO, the cost
includes psychological costs, loss of
productivity, loss in earnings, and other
non-monetary costs.

As per the study by the Copenhagen
Consensus Center, using the 2013 data, the
annual cost of Intimate Partner violence
worldwide is $ 4.4 trillion (about 5.2% of
world GDP). The actual figure may be
much higher because these cases are
mostly underreported.

&7

The stakes at the time of lockdown is higher as
our health workers and hospitals are already
under pressure.

There are many Organizations working in order
to control and minimize the effects of
domestic  violence. The NCW  have
relaunched their WhatsApp number. Other
states like Kerala, Maharashtra, UP are
launching a 24 hour helpline for women. Uttar
Pradesh police has launched an inifiative
"suppress corona, not your voice" to
encourage women to seek help from the
police. The need of the hour is to ensure that
more women feel empowered and
comfortable in reaching out for help.

The government must address the issue and
make required amends to the policy
considering the current situation. Government
can also ensure safety by converting hotels
and schools as immediate and temporary
shelter homes for the victims. A team
comprising police, counsellor and health
workers must be formed for the easy and early
rehabilitation of the abused. The mobilization
of victims must be made easier. Giving the
victims priority and ensuring their safety is of
utmost importance to fight the shadow
pandemic caused by Corona virus.
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(L w Parth Srivastava
=
Soon after the announcement of stimulus
package, finance minister followed a series
of event to decode the allotment of funds to
the different sectors from the stimulus
package announced by Honourable PM
Narendra Modi. In continuation with the
chain of announcements on fifth day
keeping at core the motto of ATMA NIRBHAR
BHARAT, government announced several
sectoral reforms to be undertaken in order to
accelerate the growth of Indian economy.

Focus and Aim of Government

The focus of announcement made on the
last day was on Sectoral Reforms with the
aim of reviving the economy with PPP model.
The government decided to increase thee
involvement of private players in various
sector so as to increase the momentum of
recovery and shifting on self-reliant based
economic model. Government also doesn’t
want to leave any stone unturned to lure the
foreign players for investing on the Indian sail,
thus it is doing every bit in order to increase
the India’s Ease of Doing Business ranking
which currently stands at 63 among 190
countries. Several measures in this regard
have already been taken earlier, such as-
Eased compliance of corporate tax filing,
GST filing, registering new companies, Excise
& Customs, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), Banking Sector, FDI horms etc.

Sectoral Reforms for Systemic Revival

Y (MBA, Finance) MNIT Jaipur

Some new sectoral reforms were announced
to further economic growth as outlined
below-

Coal Sector

e Government has decided to liberalize the
entry of new enfrants in this sector and
commercialize the mining activities by
involving the private player in the process
and shiffing on the revenue-sharing
model. In order to improve operational
efficiency, steps taken to incentivize the
firms who shall produce before the
deadline. Incentives will also be provided
to the companies involved in the
gasification process.

Mineral Sector
e Government decided to auction 500
mining blocks and announced to bring
forward new regime to ease the
production process.
e Joint auction of the necessary minerals in

order to enhance industry
competitiveness.
e Removal of the distinction between

captive and non-captive mines.

e Rationalization of stamp duty and mining
lease can be made transferable.

e Mineral index for different minerals will be
developed.

Defense Sector
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e Decision to modify the list of weapons
which shall not be allowed to import from
outside and should be purchased from
India.

e Production of various arms should be
done in India keeping defense standards
in check.

e Separate budget will be allotted for
domestic capital procurement.

e Corporatization, not privatization of
ordnance factories.

¢ Share of these companies to be floated in
market.

e FDI limit to be raised from 49% TO 74%.

e Infroduction of fime bound procurement
process

e Realistic standard for General
Qualitative Requirement (GSQR).

Staff

Civil Aviation

Airspace Management

It has been noted that only 60% of airspace
is freely available because of various
restrictions which will be increased for
providing optimum ufilization of air space. It
will result in less fuel consumption as well as
less air travel time. This will benefit both the
customer and the government as both will
be paying less now.

PPE and Maintenance

e 6 new airports will be developed on PPE
basis.

e 12 airports will get an
investment from private players.
MRO HUB (M-Maintenance R-Repair O-
Overhaul)

additional

e Government is planning to make India an
MRO hub

e |t will result in low maintenances and in
turn will decrease the price as well.

Power distribution in Union Territory

e Power distribution companies in the Union
Territory will be privatized.

e New tariff policy in which consumer will be
charged fair amount by installing smart
prepaid meters.

e Power production will be increased.
Social Infrastructure (Hospitals, Schools)

e 30% viability gap funding provided to
increase private investment (earlier 20 %)

Space

e To welcome the private players by
making provision which provides them a
platform in satellite launch and other
space related services.

e Lliberalizing geospatial data policy in
order to enable Indian start-ups with
efficient information so that they don't
depend on foreign players to get these
data.

e This provision enables private player to use
the ISRO service in order to benefit India.

e Future projects wil also be open for
private players.

Atomic Energy

e Research reactor will be established in
PPE mode for production of medical
isotopes (used for cancer treatment).

e Establishing facility to wuse radiation
technology for food preservation under
PPP mode.
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Conclusion

Bringing private players onboard and
shiftfing to PPP model in these sectors seems
to be a good move and will probably reap
the fruits in the long-run. Private players will
bring the capital, technical and
managerial economies on the table, which
is the need of the hour in order to revive the
economy. Of course they won't be
bringing all these in the form of charity and
may indulge in resource exploitation
through manipulating the terms of
government as per their will. There are
underlying security threats as well related

Covid-19

Sana Siddiqui
Student
Faculty of Commerce, BHU

The novel Coronavirus pandemic has
brought a new paradigm of cooperation
among nations. Bill Gates earlier compared
Coronavirus to a World War, the only
difference being that in this war all humans
are on one side. The pestilence has brought
entire world together; nations are helping
each other to combat this deadly virus.
Member countries of European Union
notwithstanding their abilities, are supporting
each other. France has donated masks and
Germany has delivered medical
equipments to Italy. Luxembourg has been

&

A Friend in Need is a Friend Indeed

to crucial sectors like defense and atomic
energy, preventing which might be an area of
concern.

Already suffering aviation sector is less
aftractive in terms of investment, luring
investment in this sector will be a tough
bargain altogether. Though these steps seem
to be directed in a positive direction, sudden
lifting of restrictions need adequate caution in
order to prevent the backfire. Overall, the
moves are definitely expected to attract the
investors and foreign players to Indian soil and
consequently furthered economic growth
and well-being.

taking intensive care of patients from France
and the Czech Republic has donated
protective suits to Italy and Spain. All major
countries are working in co-operatively and
sharing information with each other for the
development of vaccine.

Amidst this scenario, India being the largest
producer of anti-malarial drug-
'Hydroxychlroquine' has emerged as a true
friend in this hour of need, by supplying the
drug to more than 55 nations. On request of
various countries, India removed the ban
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imposed on export of HCQ and came
forward to save humanity. The generosity
shown by India has earned massive support
and praises globally. Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro compared the decision to permit

the export of HCQ in global fight against
COVID-19, with ‘Lord Hanuman' bringing
Sanjeevni Booty to save Lakshman.

United States on receiving 30 million tablets
of HCQ was thankful to India for ifs
cooperation in the anomalous times and
assured that this help with never be
forgotten. Serum institute of India in joint
collaboration with US based bio-tech
company, Codagenix is working on the
development of COVID-19 vaccine.
Likewise, India after emerging as a ‘Saviour
of the Mankind’ may expect economic
benefits in return from these nations. In near
future India may become an investment
hub for different nations withdrawing from
China. Indeed the support provided by
India will surely be returned in one form of
favour or the other which would help the
country to sustain in the post corona world.

On the other hand China, the earliest
hotspot of COVID-19 has tainted its global
image by not cooperating with other
nations in the investigation process. China is
being accused of hiding information,
supplying faulty medical equipments to
ltaly and India and also threatening
Australia for carrying investigation about
the virus spread in Wuhan. Economies
which were dependent on Chinese goods
are slowly boycoftting its market as a
resultant of China’s mismanagement and
lack of transparency during the pandemic.
Today, China is on the verge of
experiencing global boycott and

&9

distancing for its suspicious acts during the
pandemic.

But unlike China, India has emerged as a
friend of other nations in this rigorous battle.
India is one of the largest marketers of
pharmaceuticals and amid the tensions of
COVID-19, it could easily play the diplomacy
game like China. But the values of friendship
depends on humanism. India earlier
summoned the meeting of SAARC, to build
regional cooperation and strategy to combat
the spread of the disease. Hence it could be
drawn that India is creating a congenial
environment of cohesion, communication
and cooperation.

Moreover, leaders and experts have
accepted the relevance of WHO and the
importance of cooperation in information

exchange and vaccine research.
Coronavirus  will  be  defeated  with
cooperation among nations; rich and

privileged countries should come forward to
help the lesser privilieged ones. Weak health
systems in some counftries clearly possess a
threat to others as well. It is said that,
"Coronavirus anywhere is a threat to people’s
life everywhere".

In conclusion it can be conceived that
Coronavirus will change the dynamics of
international relations and regional
cooperation forever. Diplomatic equations
will change considering a nation's capacity to
deal with a similar global health crisis. With
regard to the country's generous contribution
in the balttle against Coronavirus, it is
perceptible that India in all probabilities will
turn out to be a beneficiary from all major
economies, not just because of its flourishing
pharmacy sector but because it has stood for
its globally distinct belief and practice of
principles of friendship and brotherhood.
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a Covid-19

Shivani Mishra
Research Scholar

"One world, one fight! Together,
we can do this!" -
-Jack Ma

Corona virus cases in the world have already
gone past 70 lakh+ and Covid-19 related
death tally has already crossed 4 lakh+ mark,
as per data shared by Johns Hopkins
University Coronavirus Resource Cenftre. The
outbreak and spread of Covid-19 have
created multi facet economic and health
challenges for the entire world. Apart from
primary challenges like identifying the virus
carriers, containing the spread of the virus
and freating infected patients, on the
contrary, there are rising political tension
such as the blame game between the US
and China, the crumbling role of WHO , India-
China border tensions and alarming
questions about the future of globalisation
era has further tightened the way.

Amid this latitudinal crisis, India has been
playing an important leading role as
reflected in the praises being heaped on PM
from worldwide, paving way for stronger
future partnerships. From the very beginning,
Prime Minister Modi seemed convinced that
though the domestic situation would clearly
be priority with some tough measures in the
offing, India will have to continue to make a
case for global engagement and
coordination. And so, by calling for a virtual
summit of South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries,
and pushing for a similar meet of the leaders

The Covid-19 Chapter in Indian Diplomacy

Q"“ DDU Gorakhpur University

of the G20 countries, he managed to
energise the various regional and multilateral
engagements which at one point seemed
rudderless. This also creates an opportunity for
India’s “medical diplomacy” which is already
growing at an unprecedented scale. Till now,
India has successfully delivered
hydroxychloroquine tablets, paracetamal,
PPE kifs, masks, gloves, and other medico
essential items to 120 countries. The Indian
response has been much appreciated
globally.

Nevertheless, beyond that, it also sharpens the
fault lines between China, India and their
global outlooks. China's global engagement,
even during this fime of crisis, has been
arrogant, aggressive and irresponsible. After its
initial  mismanagement of the crisis, its
“opportunists” efforts to emerge as a global
medical supplier have been disrupted by
concerns about the quality of its medical
supplies. On top of that, it has been ratcheting
up pressure on vulnerable nations in ifs
periphery as well as entering into diplomatic
spats with nations who are challenging its
narrative. Indian diplomacy has been often
accused as a response to the transactional
discussions. However, India is making genuine
sacrifices to show international solidarity and
not to monger profifs.

India’s foreign policy has instilled this principle
in letter and spirit and is acting accordingly

FETC | Vol 01 | 32

© O © ——



I @ O e

The Enquiry

because it believes that even the smallest
possible  confribution mafters. India’s
proactive approach during this crisis,
whether in terms of setting the global
agenda or evacuating people in distress
from most infected areas to using its pharma
heft for global good, will have a long-term
impact on how the world views India.

Indian response may not have been perfect,
but it has certainly underscored that when
needed, India can certainly rise up to the
challenge of managing global crises with a
sense of purpose. In confrast, Chinais not just
fencing off attacks about having
suppressed information about the spread of
virus, its medical diplomacy is backfiring
because of complaints of defective testing
kits, ventilators and personal protection
equipment (PPE). India has decided to stay
away from purchasing Chinese PPE even

Covid-19

Against Covid-19.

Ankur Dubey
Student

Global pandemic Novel Covid-19 is
threatening the entire world. Currently,
India is the new home to this cruel virus.
Currently, the number of nCovid-19
positive cases in India has jumped to
around  2,00,000 and unfortunately
succumbed nearly 5000. However, India

&0

Cooperative Federalism a Boon for India for Combating

as there are reports of nearly 90,000 PPE
kits from China failing quality and safety
tests as did smaller consignments of PPE,
many from China. Such instances
provide an opportunity for India to
engage in multilateral diplomatic ties to
reduce Chinese dominion in the global
supply chain. India has the potential to
create and operate wide business
options because of its demographic-
demand dividend, and ready-made
market.

Meanwhile, union government has
announced an ambitious Rs 20 lakh
economic package to support the collapsing
Indian economy. The present attitude of India
in tackling the rapidly increasing number of
corona cases Will decide the post covid world
engagements. The Aatmanirbhar package
has the potential to drive India towards an
aftractive platform for an Asia led
development in the latter half of the century.

Faculty of Commerce, BHU

has received 65+ percent of covid cases from
4 major states -Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Delhi and Gujarat. Global superpower USA is
miserably suffering from this contagion. It is @
matter of grave concern that even countries
like UK, US, Brazil, and other globally
advanced countries has completely failed to
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visualise the possible repercussions of the
virus. Keeping in view India’s existing
medical infrastructure and preparedness
the future lies in others court.

However, till now the cenfre and respective
state governments has shown exemplary
co-ordination among them to conftrol the
spread of such deadly Virus.

In the present scenario, states like Kerala,
Goa, and north east states have managed
to keep a check/ control Covid-19 cases.
States are now giving relaxation to certain
activities by ensuring a proper social
distancing.

How India is caring its vast demography?

The answer lies in proactive consecutive
nation-wide lockdown strategy, immediate
social security benefits, proper supply chain/
channelization of food, mass awareness,
upgradation of medical infrastructure and
co-ordination among different  policy
administrative agencies. Fortunately, all
states are giving full cooperation to the
centre in combatting this bleeding medical
crisis. States are abiding guidelines from
centre and centre is giving more space to
states to get conftrol over it.

As India's is a cooperative Federal structure-
based democracy and has always shown
stfrong character in challenging times. Unlike
the United States of America, and other
federal countries where the states are
engaged in a vicious battle to keep control
of this global pandemic virus.

India's unique quasi-federalism has allowed
a Swift and coordinated response to tackle
this global pandemic. Both the governments
are making congenial effort to

&7

co-operatively fight and combat the deadly
Vvirus.

Who empowered centre and state to impose
complete lockdown?

This was accomplished with the help of two
key instfruments, the Epidemic Diseases Act
(EDA)1897 and second one National Disaster
Management Act (NDMA) 2005 which
provide broad legal architecture to take a
variety of emergency measures to control
such cases. It needs to be mentioned that
the EDA allows both centre and state
government to regulate the spread of
epidemic diseases while the Centre can take
preventive emergency measures to conftrol
epidemic diseases at Port of entry and exits.
On the other hand, states are constitutionally
empowered to adopt preventive and
regulative measures to control any type of
epidemic diseases. This act provides power
to states to impose restrictions on mass
gathering, shutdown, recreational activities,
and educational institutions and can order
business to work from home. States like
Kerala, Karnataka, Odisha were the first to
proactively exercise this epidemic act to
impose partial lockdown before the Centre
announces the  Natfionwide  blanket
lockdown. Throughout this panic of
pandemic both centre and State are
actively co-operating each other to combat
against this global Pandemic.Prime Minister is
continuously consulting with respective Chief
Ministers on video-conferencing and
ensuring concrete harmony in dealing with
virus. Such federal resolute attitude of India is
strengthening the its fight against the
unwanted economical and health crisis.
India is optimally deploying the concept and
spirit of cooperative federalism and using it
as a cannon against this giant pandemic.
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Post Covid India

Anurag Singh
Student
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After Covid- 19 India will have the shot to
erect an economy that is more resilient,
assorted and attractive to the global
manufacturers and services as the majority
of the businesses worldwide have faced
disruptions and economic fallout. India is
determined to benefit as it is foreseen that
businesses will want to de-risk in having too
much of a supply chain concenfration in
one  aread and try to  diversify.
Several nations have opted for
unconditional shutdown to comprise the
spread of the deadly virus, a measure which
is expected to impact the economy of the
countries.

For the very same India is supposed to deal
with most of the supply chain of the world
but India can proactively create more
engrossing opportunities for efficient supply
chains to be re-located in India, whether it
for economic encouragements or labours
arrangements.

Government has to undertake very strong
measures to support vulnerable population
that are more prone to this pandemic, and
simultaneously ensure some robust measures
to support Indian businesses that are
hammered by the pandemic. For fthis,
compassion must be turned to fully helping
minimise the disruptions in businesses and

Faculty of Commerce, BHU

make things available to people at home
during the global corona crisis. Special
emphasis must be laid down to make local
supply chains better and stronger as it has
saved the nation so far. But now we're getting
to a point where we predict a long period of
socio-economic disruption. Strategic co-
operative federal consultation can motivate
private players to comprehensively join
business models they can imagine and
deploy to fulfil the urgent requirements of the
community.

This presents a juncture of opportunities for
India which can obtain prosperous dividends
by creating a manufacturing-friendly
environment and by offering lucrative
contracts to global players for setting up units
in India. Reports have indicated that a large
number of companies have already initiated
talks with Indian authorities seeking to pursue
production plans in electronics, medical
devices and textiles etc. in the counftry. India
needs to immediately capitalize on this
opportunity and present itself as an attractive
destination for manufacturing fate.

India needs to act proactively to create an
environment that is favourable to global
manufacturing so that once the COVID 19
crisis blows off, international organizations
can look at us as a trusted supply chain
partner.
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This needs creation of a better class
manufacturing ecosystem that offers
efficient & highly trained manpower,
promote innovation, allow ease of doing
businesses and  proftect intellectual

property.

India would do well to go back 30 years in
history and discover what Chinese did to
become a global manufacturing
powerhouse. What prompted China’s
success were factors such as world-class
infrastructure, convenient land reforms,
efficient logistics, compatible policy
support to the sector as well as low labour
wage. If India learns from that experience
and builds a favourable ecosystem with a
batch of buyers, sellers, technology & skilled
labour, it can become the next global
manufacturing hub.

To facilitate enormous foreign investment,
we need to enable innovative research
and significantly increase manufacturing
infrastructure fo create greater
opportunities for skills in the country.
However, the manufacturing of high-end
complex products such as top-end
machinery and chemical products requires
highly  sophisticated  capabilities  of
development. As a country that wishes to
become a manufacturing hub, India must
work to bolster its capabilities in all kinds of
production ends by fostering innovation.

The government has already positioned a
strong focus on building the manufacturing
sector to create job for millions of local
people with initiatives such as ‘Make in

India, Skill in India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Strengthening skill development to create a
vast pool of skilled human resources is also a
significant component of preparation. When
the world looked out to outsource its services
sector work two decades back, India had a
ready pool of IT experts.

Furthermore, for us to become the most prime
manufacturing hub, we need a ready pool of
skiled human resources in the field. With
greater automation becoming the norm in
every sector, the nature of jobs has also
changed. The emergence of IT-enabled
technology in every sector has created a
demand for specialist workers such as 3D
printing specialists, automobile analytics
engineers, apparel data analysts, e-textiles
specialists, etc. India must boost the skill of ifs
workforce with an eye on these futuristic
needs.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
has recently stated that in the post-COVID
era, there is going to a be a perceptible
change in the global supply-chains, and
Indian industrialists and exporters should be
looking to capture significant market share in
the world trade. India must be working on
identifying the specific sectors which can be
taken ahead in the immediate future for the
purpose of the export. Facilitating
manufacturing will help in cultivating more
jobs and pushing India's shrinking exports.

The public-private partnership (PPP) should be
encouraged, not only in the area of front-end
healthcare but also in the R&D and expansion
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of furniture, toys, food processing like ready-
to-eat food, agrochemicals, textiles like
man-made fibres, air conditioners, capital
goods, pharma and auto components,”.

In itfs invitation to make Indian
manufacturing globally competitive, the
Centre last year slashed effective corporate
tax from around 25% while those for the new
manufacturer it was brought down to nearly
17% (lowest in the world). The roll-out of
goods and services tax (GST) has replaced

Covid-19

Arsalan Ahmad
Student

&79-

Economy Comes to a Halt with Advent of Covid-19

multi-layered, complex indirect tax structure
with a transparent and technology-driven tax
management.

Each challenge provides an opportunity. India
must capitalise, spot feasibly and work on
feverish pace to charm MNCs planning to
switch their output divisions from China in the
post coronavirus planet. 21st century belongs
to a ethically, economically and ecologically
balanced world with a resolutely directed
leader and India is a premier bidder.

il Faculty of Commerce, BHU

On April 4th, former RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajan said that the Coronavirus pandemic in
India may just be the "greatest emergency
since Independence". What made him say
so¢ Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
Corona Virus 2 (SARS-COV-2) is the virus that
targets and affects mammals’ respiratory
systems and is responsible for causing
Coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19). It is
alleged to have originated from Chinese
province of Wuhan.

The economic impact of this WHO-declared
Pandemic in India has been largely
disrupfive.

It has brutally affected almost all the sectors
of the economy. According to the report of
United Nations, India's quarterly GDP was
estimated to a decline of over 9 % between
April and June 2020. India's economic
growth is forecasted to slow to 1.2% in 2020,
a further deterioration from already slowed
growth of 4.1% in 2019. The economy will
slightly recover to clock a 5.5% growth rate
in 2021. Indian government estimated its
financial, real estate and professional
services sector to be hardest hit during the
period of the lockdown. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) projection for India for
the Financial Year 2021-22 of 1.9% GDP
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growth is still the highest among G-20
nations. Within a month, unemployment
rose from 6.7% on 15 March to 26% on 19
April across India, according to the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE).
During the lockdown, an estimated 12.2
Crores people lost employment in April
2020. Unemployment Rate as reported on
28th May 2020 was 23.48 %. More than 45%
of households across the nation have
reported an income drop as compared to
the previous vyear. Under complete
lockdown, less than a quarter of India's $2.8
trillion economy was functional. Up to 53%
of businesses in the country were projected
to be significantly affected. Supply chains
have been put under stress with the
lockdown restrictions in place.

On 23 March 2020, stock markets in India
post worst losses in history. SENSEX fell 4000
points (13.15%) and NSE NIFTY fell 1150 points
(12.98%). However, on 25 March, one day
after a complete 21-day lock-down was
announced by the Prime Minister, SENSEX
posted its biggest gains in 11 years, adding
a value of 4.7 lakh crore (US$66 billion)
crore for investors.

Due to the lockdown, there suddenly was
no work for many daily workers (the urban
poor and migrant labourers) and at the
same time most of them showed tendency
towards returning to their homes. But since
no major logistical facilities were provided
with the announcement of lockdown, they
were compelled to take on the journey of
thousand miles to reach their homes. The
movement of materials, as well as fuels and
people, by and large came to an abrupt
standstill.

Manufacturing MSMEs almost  exclusively
supply other industries, which have also
stopped operating, resulting in reduced
demand and cancellations of orders across
the board, with the exception of essential
industries. However, their demands for
necessary inputs from non-essential industries
cannot be met.

Consumer Price Indices were estimated to
decline over the quarters of financial year
2021 indicating a period of deflation and a
possible decrease in consumer demand. On
the other hand, CPlI excluding food,
beverages, tobacco and fuel/light was
projected to be far steadier at around 4%
during the same time period.

Household income in India was drastically
impacted due to COVID-19 lockdown as of
April 12, 2020. There was a significant
decrease in the level of income with
households reporting a fall in income from
about 9% in late February to a whopping
45.7% in mid-April. Rise in income saw a
contrasting tfrend indicating similar results;
from 31 percent in late February to 10.6
percent on April 12, 2020.

Economic growth slowed to an 11 year low of
4.2% in 2019-20, according to provisional
estimates released by the National Statistical
Office. The final quarter of the fiscal year, the
January-March period, saw the expansion in
the GDP slump to 3.1%, reflecting the impact
of the first week of the nationwide COVID 19
lockdown. While the slowest in 44 quarters,
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however, it was still faster than the 2.2%
pace predicted by most economists and
ratings analysts. The lockdown resulted in
Core sector output contracting 38% in April
2020 compared to the same month in the
previous year, according to Commerce
Ministry data. This is the second straight
month in negative territory for the index of
eight core sector industries, after a 9% fall in
March 2020.

CONCLUSION:

As D.K. Srivastava( Member of Advisory
Council to 15th FC) states, "The most
disturbing news is that the three
components of demand have fallen —
consumption demand has slowed, while
investments and exports are both in
negative territory;.... In the 5 years before

Covid-19

Novel Covid-19 pandemic has forced the
world to re-plan, re-organize and re-
standardize the socio-eco-tech-pol-
environmental future roadmap. This cruel
virus, either natural or anthropogenic, has
significantly impacted the geo-strategic
and geo-security framework of nearly all the
countries of the world. IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva has predicted global recession
as a repercussion of this pandemic.

&0

OPPORTUNITIES IN OPPRESSION

Vipin Vihari Ram Tripathi
. Chief Adviser, FETC

2% Shubham Kedia
.1 Finance Secretary, FETC

the 2008 crisis, we maintained an 8% GDP
growth, so the capacity to endure and
recover was stronger. Now we are faced with
a weaker economy and much weaker public
finances and fiscal capacity.... CGA’s data
indicates that the Centre’s gross tax revenues
have contracted by 3.4% in 2019-20. This is
unprecedented. Fiscal deficit has increased to
4.6% of GDP, well above the revised estimate
of 3.8%."

As for the government’s stimulus package with
a headline amount of 10% of GDP, it has about
1.2% of direct stimulus measures which is low
relative to countries with similar economic
impact from the pandemic. The remaining
8.8% of the package includes liquidity supports
measures and credit guarantees that will not
directly support growth through demand
creation.

However, such bleeding economic-health
crisis and consecutive blanket lockdowns has
unintentionally unlocked many opportunities
for a progressive and reformative India. Some
are-

Uplift Rural Economy

When most parts of India are in cruel grasp of
deadly Covid, the rural economy has
managed to remain least affected.
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India  can capitalize such fime to
strategically design and demonstrate rural
economic growth and development.
During this crucial phase, infrastructural,
irrigational, transportation and
conventional storage capacity building
programs can be initiated. It will primarily
provide employment opportunities to the
distressed labors and can neutralize the
effects of reverse migratfion. In addition, it
will provide much needed purchasing
power in rural hand that will immediately
spike rural demand. Subsequently, better
infrastructure, job opportunities in rural areas
has the potential to reduce urban density,
pollution and can ensure much needed
regional balance.

Reduce International Dependence

It is true that Chinese market has dominated
the global supply chain and has molded it
as per its intentional ideologies. Today, India
is one of the biggest importers of Chinese
visible items i.e. from toys to telecom, from
banks to businesses, from light to ligament
and from t-shirts to technology. Every year
India has to face significant negative BOP
sifuation due to unrestrained foreign
imports. Even today, Indian software
programs are appreciated worldwide for
their  confribution in  frans-boundary
strengthening of ICT. Unfortunately, most of
our critical infrastructural services are also
foreign based.

Now, India has the courageous capability
and opportunity to develop a systematic &
sustainable mechanism for enhancing

software product ecosystem and
standardized manufacturing infrastructure
under Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or Make
in India 2.0) to ensure country’'s economic
sovereignty and integrity.

Strengthen the Fundamentals

Covid-19 has again mirrored the actual basic
infrastructural standard of the India. Thankfully
the ‘unwanted guest’ came late, hence the
countrymen got the gracious opportunity to at
least equip the low-hanging health
infrastructure. Even then, the financial capital
collapsed in the deluge of Covid positive
cases. Now, it's an appropriate time to realize
the mistakes of past consecutive governments
towards negligence of basic infrastructural
structure. Government must initiate a well
strategically directed measure to strengthen
food and water supply, shelter, healthcare
and educational inclusion infrastructure for
the dreamed New India.

Recognize the Unrecognized

The ‘shadow citizens’ of the country have
been continuously neglected by the
consecutive governments, making their life
more pathetic. As per Periodic Labor Force
Survey 2017-18 (NSSO), 90% of India's total
workforce is engaged in unorganized sector
meaning they are deprived of any social
security benefits. They are the one who loose
live and livelihood together in any crisis
sifuation. At least, after 73 vyears of
independence, bring them in the mainstream.
They are the one who ornamented cities into
Metropolitan cities.
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Now, their ultimate pain, negligence &
sacrifices must be taken into consideration
while taking any labor reform measures to
ensure them with at least basic human
dignity. Remember, they too are humans
and they too deserve human rights.

Electrify long pending tasks

Less human ftraffic on general routes
provide an unprecedented opportunity to
the government to prepare and repair long
pending projects of rail, roads, dams,
irigation mechanism, mass afforestation,
underground cabling etc. It will bring cost
and time efficiency to the project and
ensure future free & smooth flow of regular
business operations. It is worthy to note
Railways has proactively initiated the
maintenance task on mission mode.

Factory of Pharmaceuticals

It is well-known that China is a factory of
production but only few know that India is
one of the largest suppliers of generic
medicines in the world. Furthermore, with
existing potentials India has already
supplied essential medicines to more than
120 countries to substantiate their fight
against Coronavirus. India has the potential
to emerge as a factory of
pharmaceuticals, especially in generic and
ayurvedic medicines, post Covid globe.

Foreign Investment

Many business firms located in China is
looking to shift their business operations to a
new conflict-free and favorable business
environment countries. India has the

unequivocal merit of demographic dividend,
demand-based economy, decisive central
leadership and sharply improving ease of
doing business (EODB) ranking to attract
handsome foreign investment in the country.
However, such companies can be proactively
attracted by Delhi through progressive

industrial, infrastructural and innovative
reforms.
Permanent UNSC Seat

India can build geo-strategic pressure on
China via ministerial/diplomatic engagements
with France, USA, UK & Russia to claim
confident commitment towards UNSC
permanent seat. Till now, all other permanent
members (except China) have more or less
supported India's bid. China's role in this
pandemic has been brought under scanner.
In fact, 65 nations are encircling China for ifs
Wuhan bio-security threat via WHO. India can
stfrongly ally with other UNSC countries to
strengthen its claim for UNSC permanent
membership.

Motherboard Teaching

The educational setback from this pandemic
has opened the doors formodern educational
spherical opportunities. India can design an
integrated e-knowledge based market for
promoting educational knowledge services to
the targeted segments of the society. Now, it's
the fime fo replace the blackboard teaching
with motherboard teaching, by conserving
the traditional education legacy, to build a
network of sustainable educational system to
meet global notch.
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Lockdown, lost lives and livelihood crisis
together thrashed Indian economy into a
backfoot. With regulated unlock 1.0, India is
driving future course of fight with the invisible
temporary enemy. The ‘cheap’ virus will be
eventually dealt-out in a phased manner but
Indiac can accelerate its fundamental
strengthening, indigenous socio-eco-tech
infrastructure, second home to hundreds of
foreign investor/ firms etc.

Covid-19

Difficulties in your life do not come to
destroy you, but to help you realise your
hidden potential and power, let difficulties
know that you too are difficult.

Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

World is caught in the cruel grasp of Novel
Corona or Covid-19 pandemic. In a very
short span, it has made unprecedent
tremors in the socio-eco-pol spheres.
Infection, death and collapsing health care
have become a routine headline. The
rapidly and blindly moving world has been
suddenly braked, and its future is in the
pinching lap of uncertainties.

&0

India has the capability and courage to
extract positives even from the worst
negatives. IMF- PT (policy- fracker) has open-
heartedly appreciated government’'s mega
economic stimulus package and
emphasized that this economic stimulus
(more precisely reforms) will pave the way for
a self-reliant, sustainable and stronger New
India.

Covid-19: This Too Shall Pass
Anand Mishra

Adarsh Sharma
. Former Student

Faculty of Commerce, BHU

In India, the number of infected people is
steadily increasing and has been predicted
crossed around 4,00,000 by July. India is more
prone because of the continued neglect of
the respective government on strengthening
solid health care infrastructure to combat
such deadly viruses. The sluggish Indian
economy is moving towards an unwanted
future and is hanging somewhere between
the dilemma to save live or livelihood. But, the
true character of a nation comes out in the
face of adversity, and remember disruption is
nothing but an opportunity for action.
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India, the second fastest growing nation, is
facing the heat of covid, however, the post
covid challenges are further scary.

Post Covid Challenges:

2. Reverse migration:

As India has a highly diversified geography
& demography, the challenges are also too
diversified. Some of the significant socio-
eco-tech challenges are:

. Widened fiscal deficit: India’s budget is
preliminarily  facing significant  fiscal
deficit, meaning expenditures are more
than receipts. Such pandemic will surely
hammer governmental receipts on one
hand, and is bound to re-allocate/ incur
huge expenditure on its recovery
measures. It will lead to stressing deficit
financing which will result further
broadening the financial obligatory and
reduces global credit feasibility.

With extension of
lockdown putting an indefinite lock on
the industries forced a large bunch of
workers to return back to their native
places. Further, such panic and
uncertainties have made an imperative
impression on their afttitude. Even on
opening of these industries, availability of
workers in larger numbers is not at all easy
because their attitudinal fear will take
time to adjust the normalcy.

3. Downed tour and travel sector: In last few

years, India has emerged as a destination
hub for foreign ftourists. In fact, Goaq,
Varanasi, Delhi, Agra, Kerala etc.

have attracted a significant number of
recurring tourists assisting concerned states to
explore the floor of opportunities for fravel
industries. This cruel pandemic has soared the
upper cream and unfortunately, is not
expected to recover soon.

4. Loss of international market share: In last 4
years, government focussed on creating a
wide international market for products
manufactured in India’s domestic territory.
The “Make in India” campaign was steadily
expanding its potential coverage, but
Covid-19 has stuck the global market
outreach. The opportunist countries are
making efforts to capture the vacant
markets.

5. Endangered MSMEs & Real Estate: MSMEs
are likely to be the most affected by this
economic lockdown, as they don’'t have
the buffers or access to cheap capital.
With collapsing demand, unlikely to
recover soon, it will be really difficult for
them to meet its financial obligations for
repayment of loan, and wages to their
employees. In addition, the prevailing twin
balance sheet problem of real estate will
be further in tensed and lead to widening
NPAS.

6. Development Projects: With large revenue
cuts, development expenditure of most
states has to be largely dependent upon
centre extended aids. However, centre
too don't have much options. Both
governments are facing financial crunch.
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. Strengthen our

. Attention on

So, the overall developmental roadmap
doesn’t seem to be very bright in night.

. Unflagged Nation-Builders: Almost 90

percent of India’s workforce is informally
employed (Periodic Labour Force Survey
2017-18). These people (human resource)
are most vulnerable as they have no
labour, social or health protection. Covid
is directly destroying their lives and
livelihoods.

Way-Ahead
“Challenges are inevitable, only who

understands the challenges and crafts
timely corrective measures lead.”

basics: Begin with
investing in the three basic needs and
three basic services- food, water, shelter,
healthcare, education, and banking-
that people and societies need for their
well-being. By focussing on these six, we
can make sure that our post pandemic
society is both sustainable and equitable.
Shadow Citizen: The
vulnerable section of the society should
be kept in epic while tailoring the relief or
stimulus packages. The size of this section
is equally significant. Attempts must be
made to equip and bring them in the
mainstream. Till then, it should be strongly
remembered that these people deserve
first right on the national resources.

. Sensible Financing: To urgently finance

the handsome fiscal demands of
creeping economy, direct Governmental

. MGNREGA-150: To

stimulus or guaranteed credit can be
extended to primarily to banking sector,
and eventually to other sectors. If nof,
government can direct RBI to print fresh
currencies. Balance sheet problem needs
to be sorted out. But measure must be
utilised with utmost caution only as a short-
term developmental measure and to avoid
any repercussions.

revamp the rural
economy, the guaranteed working limit
under MGNREGA can be enhanced from
existing 100 days to its maxim 150 days. The
shock of the lockdown and the loss of
employment can be countered only with
guaranteed tenure and income.

. Stimuli to MSMEs: A bag of financial

stimulus  and effective infrastructural
services, is desperately required to bring
the workforce absorber on frack. In
addition, 6 months moratorium period can
be extended to industrialists.

. New Job opportunities in rural sector: As

rural India is least affected by covid, major
social infrastructural development projects
can be diverted to it. Further, it will
neutralise the consequences of reverse
migration.

. Liberalise FDI norms: India can divert the

international  switching  organisations
towards Indian soil. Indeed, India enjoys
the long-term economic advantage of
demographic dividend and demand-
based economy (readymade market)
with improved ease of doing business
rankings.
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However, labour, land and taxation laws,
must be suitably modified to meet the
global standards. A proactive initiation of
New Delhi can bring billions of foreign
investments to help in strengthening Indian
economy. A mid global health, economic
and humanitarian crisis, India has the
potential to strengthen the fundamentals
to fasten future prospects.

Covid-19

Swati Kumari
B.com (1* Year)

Allahabad University

‘Not only we have the deck of cards
that we were playing with shuffled,
but we have to deal with a complete
new deck’

Novel corona virus continues to
capture the front page of
newspapers for the fifth consecutive
month of 2020. Crossing all the
geographical barriers this pandemic
spread to more than 200 countries
and disturbed the social, economic,
polifical, technological, cultural and
financial  functioning of these
countries. Due to globalisation,
corona had aripple effect on the

&

Covid-19: Lockdown- Survival Conundrum

Constructive  national and international
opportunities can be mined to bring positives
even from the negatives. There is a full hope
and scope for creating new co-operative
competitive world. We are sure that India will
bounce back with safer, smarter, and stronger
strategies to lead the post covid globe.

world and within no time, virus spread
like wildfire with no escape left to the
people.

With prevalent economic slowdown
since the dawn of 2019 itself, there was
a sign of optimism that with the advent
of 2020, announcement of upcoming
union budget might bring with it a new
ray of hope and opportunities that
could stimulate the sluggish economy.
But, all of a sudden a new player called
corona virus marks the entry and that
was not only a complete game
changer, but it changed the rules of the
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game as well. Governments’ timely
anficipation of situation, prompt
action planning and execution
measures played lead role in
somewhat containing the
contamination of the virus. Imposition
of nation-wide lockdown and penal-
provisions  through IPC  under
Epidemic Disease Act, 1897 were
imposed to enforce the lockdown-
order in various states.

India’s GDP growth stood at 11 year
low of 4.2% for the year 2019-20, a
significant decrease from 6.1% in the
previous vyear 2018-19. Due fto
imposition of such a big nationwide
lockdown, GDP is expected to
contract in 2020-21. Some of the
major impacts of lockdown imposed
due to outbreak of Covid-19 are
detailed below-

Industrial Sector- The growth rate of
eight core industries i.e. Coal, crude

oil, natural gas, refinery product,
fertilisers,  steel, cement and
electricity declined by 38.1% and as
per the SBI report, IIP of

manufacturing sector is expected to
contract by 50-60% for the April
month. Supply of various outputs is

getting exhausted and supply chain
has also been affected due to
nationwide lockdown. Economy is
eyeing for inflationary pressure due to
demand-supply mismatch.

Agriculture and Allied Sectors- There
are approximately 140 million farm
households across the country that
are facing problems to carry-out
proper harvesting, storing and
marketing of Rabi crops. Additionally,
unavailability of farm labourers due to
reverse-migration is an add-on. The
crops are damaged in the farm field
itself and farmers are helpless about
if.

As an immediate relief after
nationwide lockdown, Rs. 2000 had
been ftransferred in  the bank
account of farmers under PM-KISAN
scheme but this amount s
inappropriately less as compared to
the losses they have suffered. Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) has issued guidelines to be
followed during lockdown. The
advisory mentions specific protocols
during harvest of Rabi crops, post-
harvest storage and marketing of
farm produce.
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RBI also announced specific means
that addresses ‘the burden of debt
servicing.” Agriculture and crop
loans have been granted a
moratorium of three months and 3%
concession of interest rates on crop
loans up to Rs. 300,000.

Service Sector- Aviation, tourism,
restaurants, hotels, entertainment
plaza and other service sector
components such as insurance,
consultancies, IT services and other
BPOs and BPSs are the biggest
contributors toward India’s GDP.
Outburst of Covid-19 and curb
measures infroduced by centre has
resulted in steep drop in these
sectors. India’s main service indices
had the world’s worst reading in
April and were remarked
‘astonishingly low’ by Piyanka
Kishore of Oxford Economics. The
severe pressure is felt by them due
to mounting loans and operating
expenses and next to nil revenue
generation.

On Banking Sector- Banking sector
is one of the most adversely
affected areas. Rating agency
FITCH had made a remark that

‘Indian banking system is
undercapitalized and continue to
saddle with bad loans, despite some
successes'. Travel loans account fo
2.2% and small business loans account
to 5.4%. It will be a major setback for
those loans, as current condition is
worrisome because of uncertainty of
income and mounting debts. While
World Bank has forecasted India’s
economic growth for 2020-21 at 1.5%-
2.8% and IMF at 1.9%, Moody's has
predicted Zero growth rate of Indian
economy that clearly indicates ll
health of Indian economy.

Stock Market- These are referred to as
the economic barometer of a country.
The stock market has plunged and
marked a highest dip in just few couple
of months. Over the past few months,
stock of all the sectors has fallen to @
historic low. It could be a good
opportunity for new entrants to invest in
long term securities. However huge
volatility, liquidity crunch and
uncertainty about the future are
preventing to lift the sentiment of
investors.

Unemployment and Job Losses- Poor
section of the society is the most
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vulnerable when any such untoward
incidents happen in an economy.
According to CMIE weekly report
ending 17th May, more than 10 crore
people lost their jobs during
lockdown out of which 75% were
small fraders and wage-labourers. 27
million youth (20-30 yrs) lost their jobs
and India’s unemployment rate
raised to 24% in April. Informal sector

employs 90% of 46.5% active
infrastructural workers, which also
include casual labourers, self

employees and daily-wage earners
working in unorganized sectors.
According to a report by UN,
approx. 400 million people working in
informal sector are aft risk of falling
deep info pressure due to
catastrophic affect of Covid-19.
These job losses will have serious

&0

long-term repercussions in the near
future. Due to lockdown and abrupt
job losses on one hand and uncertain
food security, affordable shelter and
huge panic on the other, people have
started migrating on large scale to their
native places. The most important
question with regards to them is what
can be done as of now for their safety
and survival. The deadly corona virus is
the worst global crisis in 75 years since
World War-ll. Remark made by UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres
that ‘none of us is safe, until all of us are
safe’ seems to be the most appropriate
remark considering the  present
situation. It is quite evident that the
world has fallen into recession but the
economists are still pondering whether
it's a U, V or the most severe L-shaped
recession.
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