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Economy 

● Unprecedented recession (V/W/L-Shaped) in Indian 

economy looming large in the backdrop of pandemic amid 

Zero Growth forecast by Moody's and 5% contraction 

forecasted by Fitch. 

Covid Cases 

● Out of total 47 lacs sample tested, 2.5 lakh tested positive 

making India the 5th worst-hit country, resulting into death 

of over 7000 people.  

Poverty 

● Mass population expected to fall below poverty line amid 

soaring unemployment rate of 23.5% in April to 27.11% in 

the week ending 3rd May. Total of around 10 crore job loss 

resulted due to pandemic as per CMIE. 
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‘The local has been already vocal, it is time 

for policymakers to listen to their voice.’ 

 

In the Covid-19 epoch, the entire system 

was brought to a standstill for sometime 

and most of us were apprehending 

about the inevitable losses economies will 

have to endure in the post-pandemic 

world order. This malignant outbreak has 

however revealed the miseries and 

vulnerabilities of the weakest sections of 

our country- the Migrant Laborers. About 

8 crore laborers and their families, who 

contribute to 10% of nation's GDP, were 

brought on roads ostensibly giving a 

voice to the plight and helplessness of the 

poor people in independent India. 

Although the number of morbidities due 

to this pandemic can't be compared to 

the number of accidental deaths in 

Bengal during the famine of 1942-43 and 

during the partition of 1947,  but the 

afflictions of hunger, unemployment, 

poverty the poorest have been exposed 

to is nowhere less than those times. If not 

the spread of pandemic, atleast the 

excrutiation of our labourers was 

avoidable.  But improper cohesion and 

cooperation between the centre and state 

policymakers, lack of coordination among 

the ministries themselves(such as lack of 

coordination in the provisions of railways 

and buses) and sometimes among the 

government officials shall be withheld 

responsible for this plight. There was no 

shortage of foodgrains in the famine of 

1942-43 too, but due to inefficiencies and 

anomalies in distribution, about 30 lakh 

people died of hunger and malnutrition, as 

the world-famous study of noble economist 

Dr. Amartya Sen states. Even efficient and 

committed administration proved of no use 

due to political pulls and delayed decisions. 

This failure can be the greatest lesson for 

the governments in managing similar 

national disasters, whether natural and 

man-made, in future. 

OP-ED (Special Invite) 

Handling Migrant Laborers During Covid-19—Lessons 

& Learnings From Reverse Migration 
 

Prof. R.P. Singh 
Department of Commerce,  

Gorakhpur University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Due to the "uncooperative" federalism 

exhibited and delay in decision making, 

the migrant laborers lost their patience. 

Corona infection spread —first through 

jamatis, then drunkards, and alongwith 

them through these migrant laborers. 

Immediate priority should have been 

given to sending the stranded laborers 

with their families. This could have 

prevented crowd gathering. In times of 

such national calamity, the State 

Governments should confine themselves 

to advisory role. If the central 

government considers their advice 

proper, it may consider and else not. The 

state governments and local 

administration should have the 

obligation to immediately adhere to the 

discipline of the Centre. I have been 

propagating it forcefully since 23rd 

March. The media has also now started 

to be vocal on the issue of mutual 

pullings and bickerings from power 

centres.   

 

Ministries, particularly central ministries, 

have to develop a reasonable 

understanding of ground realities, instead 

of high emotionalism and a fatalistic and 

overoptimistic attitude. For instance, if 

these powerholders had timely 

understood the compulsions of the 

laborers, this plight of migrant laborers 

and ensuing chaos could have been 

avoided. In the second week of March, 

many laborers reached big cities from 

their villages, they could earn hardly for 

two or four days' wages, and the 

lockdown came. The owners withdrew 

their support as that the businesses were 

closed, who would bear the burden of 

electricity, housing etc. for all them? The 

central government relied more on the 

state governments and administration. 

The highflying mentality was far from the 

ground realities.  It is not enough to be 

aware of the ground realities, it is more a 

matter of orientation and direction. As a 

result, the labor families became victims 

of unexpected misery and were forced to 

flee. Hunger dominated the corona fear. 

The understandings and application of 

technology of the government 

machinery as well as the civilised society 

has proved to be hollow and dwarf. Now, 

this plight has ensued a question in their 

minds- whether to return back to the 

industries. It is almost sure that most would 

not return. This migrant labor class is a 

major part of the young manpower. They 

have to be given employment and 

rehabilitation at the local level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 It is remarkable that the central 

government under the leadership of 

Modiji has called for the making the 'local' 

vocal. Self-reliance is the new mantra. In 

what way should we interpret this 

message? The local has already been 

vocal despite enduring all the agonies 

from politicians and repressions from the 

police sticks at their behest. There has 

been a tendency to conceive local voice 

from the narrow political spectacles. 

Whether right-wing or left-wing or 

superficial traditional socialists — all have 

been suppressing local voices as divisive, 

orthodox, anti-national, anti-

development and anti-science, 

treacherous; until and unless local voice 

becomes their political compulsion to 

accept. Should it now be assumed that 

local problems will not be neglected 

under the guise of nationalism, local 

expectations will not be seen only from a 

political point of view? However, despite 

political neglect, a large section of the 

administrative authorities have been 

supporting local voices. The state 

governments will definitely run some 

schemes for employment and 

rehabilitation of the returned laborers. 

Companies and entrepreneurs are being 

called from outside under ‘Make In India’. 

Most of the labor laws have been made 

ineffective in some states for a thousand 

days. The re-skilling and inventorying of 

the existing skills of the laborers have 

been announced. But any area cannot 

be made self-reliant or developed only 

by government schemes and the 

bureaucracy. 

Local becomes effectively vocal — it has 

to be ensured. It is not possible only with 

government's help or bailout. 

Confidence, self-esteem and strength 

have to be created at the local level.  

There has been call for the new states of 

Bhojpuri, Bundelkhand, Vidarbha, 

Saurashtra, etc., to provide a boost to 

the neglected and vulnerable sections in 

order to generate and enhance their 

confidence, self-esteem and strength. 

The results of neglect have been— 

regional imbalances and migration of 

young manpower for bread and butter.  

 

The reorganization of states in 1956 on 

the basis of language needs to be 

repudiated to reconstitute the States in 

India on lines of socio-culturo-economic 

basis. As per the ideology of PROUT 

(Progressive Utilization Theory), India 

needs to be set up in 44 Samajas and 

developmental planning has to be at 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Samaj level. This is the crux of 'Samaj 

Andolan’ (social movement). So far, the 

country has been unfortunate that 

regional expectations have been seen 

just from the point of view of politics and 

vote. When a lot of violence took place, 

new states of Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, 

Chhattisgarh, Telangana were 

constituted. This mindset of press-or-

impress in politics is not good for the 

system and discipline. Violence should 

never be let to become a compulsion in 

a democratic society. Will the Centre 

change this attitude and be sincere 

about the self-proclaimed policy of 

making the local vocal?   

 

The creation of adequate employment 

opportunities at the local level will not be 

possible overnight. It is also not 

pragmatic to rely on the commitments 

of Foreign Companies and Financial 

Institutional Investors (FIIs) who are adept 

at fleeing from the falling market. Initially, 

the high supply of workers in the local 

market may weaken their bargaining 

position, the wage rates may also fall. 

The neutralization of labor laws may 

increase the tendency of their 

exploitation despite the raise of minimum 

wages from Rs.182 to 202 rupees as the 

wage rate has been significantly higher 

so far. It has to be resolved expeditiously. 

Decentralized planning has to be 

adopted at village and block levels. 

Inclusion of these people in the 

operation of units through coordinated 

cooperatives in construction, industrial 

production, processing and marketing of 

agricultural produce, dairying, services 

etc. is one significant way.  

 

The central government has announced 

a plethora of schemes for small 

businesses and farmers. These can be 

taken advantage of properly through 

coordinated cooperatives. 

Governments should also announce a 

scheme for promotion of and also for 

giving priority to coordinated 

cooperatives and self-help groups in 

support and lending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Rapidly spreading deadly corona virus with 

heavy acceleration worldwide has severely 

affected the global economy. This has affected 

both demand and supply of goods and services. 

The epicentre of the epidemic is in China has 

affected around 180 countries across the globe 

tormenting the economic barometers of the 

entire globe as economic activities have almost 

completely stagnated. The cascading impact of 

the disease on the global businesses can be 

clearly seen, where companies are reducing their 

operations, employees are being asked to work 

from home and production targets are being 

reduced. The present scenario is reflecting the 

experience of brutal global equity collapse since 

the Great Depression, exacerbated by the slump 

of 60% in the oil price since the first meeting of the 

World Health Organization (WHO) on Corona on 

24 January, amid increased supply of oil and 

decreased demand. The stock market, which 

was at the highest level two months ago amid the 

rising cases of corona, has fallen by more than 20 

percent so far.  

As an outcome of the social distancing, travel 

restrictions and shutdown of businesses such as 

maritime tourism, airlines, hotels, casinos, sports 

programs, movies, theatres, restaurants and other 

industries entire economy is on the verge of 

devastation. This would have a direct impact on 

the job, livelihood and health & nutrition therefor 

and would be very much clear in the picture of 

second quarter of the year. 

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) revealed that adverse 

impact on confidence, financial markets, and 

travel  

 

 

 

 

 

Sector and disruption to supply chains have 

resulted in the collapse of the countries’ 

economy, particularly ones strongly 

interconnected to China. Powerful economies of 

the world viz. US, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, 

U.K. Germany, South Korea, Russia, India and 

many others largely depend upon (import from) 

China which is epicentre of the pandemic. In the 

initial phase of the outbreak, all thes e economies 

stopped their import from China, and then there 

is complete lockdown among the countries. All 

the economic barometers are losing their 

strength. The pandemic epicentre nation has 

been also into to the raw material supply, 

management and regulation of finished 

products. Even in spite of trade war, multinational 

companies of US and other countries are 

dependent on China for parts of their products. 

As a result, with the outbreak of COVID-19, many 

companies were found moving to other countries 

instead of virus affected areas to fulfil their needs 

for a limited time. So that they can fulfil the 

demand for their products, but now 

approximately all the countries are restraining 

themselves from importing as all are victim and 

the trade may be prone to further contamination.  

Almost entire commercial sectors have been shut 

down to control the Covid-19 contamination 

leading crimp in gross domestic product in 

coming quarters. Disruption of international travel 

is hurting trade mechanism across the globe. As 

per the World Travel & Tourism Council’s (WTTC) 

research report 2018, the global Travel & Tourism 

sector grew at 3.9% contributing around 10 

percent of the global GDP with a record value of 

around USD 9 trillion providing jobs to 319 million 

people in the world.  
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OP-ED 

Economic Repercussions of COVID-19 
 

Dr. Sameer Shekhar 

Senior Post Doctoral Fellow,Center for Trade Facilitation & Logistics  

Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Department of Commerce, MOC, Government of 

India, New Delhi, India 
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The restriction on the movement of tourist is found 

to have direct adverse impact on the global 

GDP. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 

March 2020 has reflected that Corona would 

have a major impact on the developing Asian 

economy. It estimated that Corona could cause 

a loss of USD 77 billion to USD 347 billion to the 

world's economy, from 0.1 percent to 0.4 percent 

of global GDP. However, the OECD estimated 

dropdown of 50 basis points in global GDP viz. 2.4 

percent in 2020 against 2.9 percent in 2019 and 

similar confirmation was made by Moody’s for 

global economy. In the beginning of the March 

2020, OECD estimated that GDP of Europe and 

US to contract by -0.4 percent, China by -1.2 

percent, and India would shuffle back by -1.1 

percent. But Moody’s revised the estimation 

looking at the extensive pandemic and resultant 

shutdown of business activities, stating that the 

world economy would experience 

unprecedented shock. US based rating agency’s 

fresh estimation states that GDP growth rate of 

China and India would contract down to 3.3 

percent and 2.5 percent respectively, whereas, 

that of USA, Euro-Zone and G20 will record 

negative growth of -2 percent, -2.2 percent and -

0.5 percent. Though, not only G20 members but 

all 180 countries found infected till April first week 

will suffer on economic front as consequential of 

lockdown and shutdown of economic activities 

in wake of controlling the epidemic 

contamination.  

As far as impact of Covid-19 on Indian economy 

is concerned, India is not different from global 

segments. The rating agency CARE reflected at 

the end of April 2020 that India’s GDP is expected 

to grow at 1.1 percent in the current financial 

year 2020-21. India's dependence on China has 

been huge to import electronics, pharma 

products, engineering goods, chemicals & 

fertilizers, daily use common products etc. 

Among the top 20 products (in double digits of HS 

code) that India imports from the world, China 

holds a significant stake in most of them 

contributing around 16 percent of India’s total 

import. Here, it is significant to look on that 45% of 

electronic products, one-third of the machinery 

and about two-fifths of organic chemicals India 

buys from the world come from China. China 

accounts for over 25% of India's imports for 

automotive parts and fertilizers, 65 to 70% of 

active pharmaceutical ingredients and about 

90% of mobile phones imports.  

The government has raised the fiscal deficit 

target to 3.8 per cent of GDP for the current fiscal 

year from 3.3 per cent in view of the decrease in 

revenue, as entire economic activity is stagnant. 

Other economic barometers, such as 

employment generation, inflation, PCI, PCC, PCE 

etc. are all vulnerable to the devastation caused 

by Covid-19. Indian tourism and aviation industry 

have been the first industry to be hit. The textile 

and apparel industry, real estate/housing sector 

(fresh equity investment slowdown), retail sectors 

are highly affected and are expected to take 

time to recover. As mentioned earlier, the GDP 

growth rate has been slashed sharply to 2.5 

percent by Moody’s, but ADB, has estimated 

Indian economy to grow at 4 percent believing 

that the economy has strong foundation and is 

comparatively less affected. 

In order to supplement the weak economic 

mechanism Apex banks around the world have 

made commitments and passed on the 

assurance to adopt flexible monetary policies or 

less aggressive policies, but re-engagement in 

economic activities in confidence has become 

difficult. It seems that due to the fear and fear of 

virus infection, it is going to take a long time to 

return to activism in service sector and hospitality 

sector activities. The entire process of re-reaching 

the former level of productivity across the globe 

will be extremely tough and slow. It will take more 

time to develop the purchasing power of the 

consumers and also to get the brightness of the 

market back again. 
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जब अंगे्रज भारत से वापस जा रहे थे तो यह कहते जा रहे 

थे कक हाल ही में आजाद हुआ एक गरीब देश लोकतंत्र कैसे 

स्थाकपत करेगा? इतने बडे देश में लोक का शासन कैसे 

स्थाकपत होगा? लेककन, उसके बाद की कहानी पूरी दुकनया 

उदाहरण के रूप में इसे्तमाल करती है। चुनौकतयो ंके बीच 

भारत ने दुकनया के सबसे बडे लोकतंत्र होने का तमगा हाकसल 

ककया और लोकतंत्र में कवकवधताओ ंके सम्मान की एक नई 

परंपरा को स्थाकपत ककया। हमने लोकतांकत्रक व्यवस्था में 

सरकारो ंको बनाने का ढांचा तैयार ककया। उसी ढांचे से इस 

देश की सरकारें  बनी ंऔर आज भी चल रही हैं। लंबी गुलामी 

के बाद आजाद हुए देश ने अपने हर नागररक को एक समान 

मत का अकधकार देते हुए, लोकतंत्र की नीवं को आने वाली 

कई हजार सकदयो ं के कलए मजबूत कर कदया। शायद यह 

अंगे्रजो ंको पता नही ंरहा होगा कक यह प्रभु राम का देश है। 

इस देश ने दुकनया को गांधी और बुद्ध कदए हैं। भारत के 

लोकतंत्र में संपूणणता है। एक-दूसरे के प्रकत सद्भाव, समपणण, 

बंधुत्व एवं सदाचार है।  

आजादी के बाद जब संकवधान सभा का गठन हुआ तो इस 

बात की जानकारी लेकर बापू के पास कांगे्रसी नेता बाबू 

जगजीवन राम पहंुचे और सुझाव और सहयोग मांगा था। बापू 

ने कनराश न करते हुए संकवधान सभा को आशीवाणद के तौर 

पर एक मंत्र कदया था। इसे स्वराज का मंत्र कहते हैं। इस मंत्र 

में बापू ने कहा, ''मैं तुमे्ह एक जंतर (मंत्र) देता हं। जब भी 

तुमे्ह संदेह हो या तुम्हारा अहम तुम पर हावी होने लगे तो यह 

कसौटी अपनाओ, जो सबसे गरीब और कमजोर आदमी 

तुमने देखा हो, उसकी शक्ल याद करो और अपने कदल से 

पूछो कक जो कदम उठाने का तुम कवचार कर रहे हो, वह उस 

आदमी के कलए ककतना उपयोगी होगा, क्या उससे उसे कुछ 

लाभ पहंुचेगा? क्या उससे वह अपने ही जीवन और भाग्य पर 

काबू रख सकेगा? यानी क्या उससे उन करोडो ंलोगो ंको 

स्वराज कमल सकेगा, कजनके पेट भूखे हैं और आत्मा 

अतृप्त।।। तब तुम देखोगे कक तुम्हारा संदेह कमट रहा है और 

अहम समाप्त होता जा रहा है।'' 

आज भी इस मंत्र को राजधानी स्स्थत संसद संग्रहालय में देखा 

जा सकता है। आजादी के बाद से हमारा मुल्क आज 17वी ं 

 

 

 

 

कें द्र सरकार को देख रहा है। इस बात पर बहस हो सकती 

है कक सरकारो ंने क्या ककया? लेककन, इन सरकारो ंने गांधी 

जी के मंत्र को थोडा ही सही लेककन माना जरूर है। कोकवड-

19 के वैकिक संकट ने दुकनया को एक अकनकित भकवष्य की 

तरफ बढा कदया है। इस संकट के बीच एक ऐसा भी दौर 

आया जब दुकनया की प्रकतकित अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संस्थानो ंने बयान 

जारी ककए कक दुकनया भारत की तरफ देख रही है।  

एक आदशणवादी सोच के अनुसार यह कथन संकट की घडी 

में भारत के लडने की असीम क्षमता से संबंकधत था। भारत 

ने पूवण में पोकलयो जैसी गंभीर बीमारी को देश के गांव-गांव में 

दो बंूद पोकलयो की अकभयान के जररये शून्य करके कदखाया 

था। लेककन, इसका एक आशय और था। वह यह था कक 

अल्प स्वास्थ्य संसाधनो ं एवं अल्पकवककसत आधारभूत 

संरचनाओ ंवाला देश भारत इस वायरस के प्रभाव से अपने 

नागररको ं को कैसे बचाएगा? शायद इसकलए भी दुकनया 

हमारी तरफ देख रही थी। इस अनुमान को सही भी कहा जा 

सकता था क्योकंक अगर यह वायरस हमारे मुल्क में फैलता 

तो शायद दुकनया में हम आज एक अलग स्स्थकत में कदख रहे 

होते। 

लेककन, हमने इस वायरस के प्रभाव को बाकी मुल्को ंकी 

तुलना में प्रभावी ढंग से रोका। कोकवड-19 का प्रभाव आकथणक 

रूप से एक बडी कवभीकिका का रूप धारण कर चुका है। 

आज वैकिक अथणव्यवस्था के साथ-साथ भारतीय अथणव्यवस्था 

भी मंदी के सबसे बुरे दौर में जा चुकी है। संकट की घडी में 

सबकी नजरें  सरकार की तरफ है।  

कें द्र और कवकभन्न राज्य सरकारें  भी कवशेि आकथणक पैकेज के 

जररए लोगो ंऔर अथणव्यवस्था की मदद करने की कोकशश 

कर रही हैं। कोकवड-19 एक नया वायरस है और इसकी 

वैक्सीन को आने में अभी एक लंबा समय लगेगा।  

 

अर्थनीति  
 
 

नीतिय ां तजन्ह ांने कहतिड-19 सांकट के बीच तजांदतिय ां बच ई। 
 

तिक् ांि तनर्थल  तसांह  

(छ त्र, ि तिज्य सांक य, क शी तहांदू तिश्वतिद्य लय) 
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तत्काल व्यवस्था के रूप में 'लॉकडाउन' नाम के हकथयार का 

उपयोग कर इसके प्रभाव और प्रसार को रोकने का काम 

ककया जा रहा है। भारत में जारी लॉकडाउन ने वायरस के 

प्रभाव को तो धीमा ककया है। 

लेककन, कवकभन्न राज्यो ं में प्रवासी मजदूरो ं और गरीबो ं के 

सामने भोजन के रूप में एक बडी समस्या भी खडी की है। 

आज भारत में इस संकट को लगभग 3 महीने बीत चुके हैं। 

एक बडी आबादी दूसरे राज्यो ंमें फंसी हुई है। तमाम तरह 

की समस्याओ ंके बीच वह वापस लौटना चाहती है, लेककन 

इसी बीच एक आंकशक सफलता जो हमने हाकसल की वह थी 

कक भोजन को लेकर कोई बडी अकनयकमतता सामने नही ं

आई।  

यह इसकलए संभव हो सका क्योकंक इस देश की संसद ने बीते 

70 विों में कुछ ऐसे कानून बनाए जो गांधी जी के कदए गए 

मंत्र पर आधाररत थे। इनमें प्रमुख रूप से र्नरेि , भहजन 

क  अतिक र, स िथजतनक जन तििरि प्रि ली, 

प्रि नर्ांत्री कृति सम्म न यहजन  और प्रि नर्ांत्री जनिन 

यहजन  जैसी महत्वपूणण योजनाएं रही हैं। इन योजनाओ ंने 

एक बडी आबादी को कोकवड-19 के भीिण आकथणक संकट 

में आकथणक मौतो ंसे बचाया है।  

र्ह त्म  ि ांिी र ष्ट्र ीय ग्र र्ीि रहजि र ि रांटी 

यहजन  

ग्रामीण कवकास मंत्रालय, भारत सरकार की ओर से संचाकलत 

मनरेगा अकधकनयम, 2005 एक ऐसी व्यवस्था है जो गरीबो ंसे 

सीधे तौर पर संबंध स्थाकपत करती है। इस योजना का कनमाणण 

ग्रामीण के्षत्रो ंके पररवारो ंकी आजीकवका सुरक्षा के उदे्दश्य से 

ककया गया था। इसके अंतगणत एक व्यस्ि को कम से कम 

100 कदनो ंके रोजगार की गारंटी दी जाती है। मनरेगा में कदया 

जाने वाला रोजगार शारीररक श्रम आधाररत होता है। 

कोकवड-19 के प्रभाव के चलते देश में जारी लॉकडाउन के 

बीच कें द्र की मोदी सरकार ने आकथणक पैकेज की घोिणा 

करते वि मनरेगा मजदूरो ंके लंकबत मजदूरी के भुगतान के 

कलए 4,431 करोड रुपये जारी कर कदए।  

 

 

स्स्थकत की गंभीरता को समझते हुए मनरेगा के तहत राष्ट्र ीय 

औसत मजदूरी 182 रुपये से बढाकर प्रकत कदन 202 रुपये 

ककए जाने की भी घोिणा की जा चुकी है।  

सरकार ने आकथणक पैकेज में मनरेगा के कलए अकतररि 

40,000 करोड रुपये की व्यवस्था की है। वतणमान में मनरेगा 

के तहत कुल 13.62 करोड जॉब काडणधारक हैं, कजनमें से 

8.17 करोड जॉब काडणधारक सकिय हैं। यानी इस अकेली 

योजना ने संकट की घडी में देश के 8 करोड से अकधक 

पररवारो ं को मदद के रूप में एक कनकित राकश उपलब्ध 

कराई है। 

स िथजतनक तििरि प्रि ली एिां र ष्ट्र ीय ख द्य 

सुरक्ष  अतितनयर्,2013  

 
कोकवड-19 संकट के बीच प्रवासी मजदूरो ंकी तस्वीरो ंने पूरे 

देश को एक गहरे कचंतन की तरफ मोड कदया। प्रवासी 

मजदूरो ं के पलायन के पीछे एक बडी वजह भोजन की 

उपलब्धता को भी बताया गया। लेककन, बडी बात यह रही है 

कक पूरे देश में अभी भोजन को लेकर ककसी के हताहत या 

कफर ककसी बडी कहंसा की खबर नही ं आई है। 

 

इसका सामान्य आशय तो यही हो सकता है कक सरकार 

लोगो ंतक भोजन की उपलब्धता को सुकनकित कर रही है। 

इसके पीछे हमारी दो प्रमुख नीकतयो ंका कवशेि योगदान है। 

पहला 'सावणजकनक कवतरण प्रणाली' और दूसरा 'राष्ट्र ीय खाद्य 

सुरक्षा अकधकनयम, 2013'। सावणजकनक कवतरण प्रणाली ने हर 

गांव-हर घर तक अनाज की उपलब्धता को सुकनकित ककया 

है। प्रधानमंत्री गरीब कल्याण अन्न योजना के अंतगणत सरकार 

80 करोड गरीब पररवारो ं को हर महीने राशन काडण  की 

सहायता से 2 रुपये प्रकत ककलो गेहं और 3 रुपये प्रकत ककलो 

चावल उपलब्ध करा रही है। यह इसी व्यवस्था के अंतगणत 

संभव हो सका है। 

 

भारत का सावणजकनक कवतरण प्रणाली नेटवकण  दुकनया में 

सबसे बडा है और देश के हर गांव तक मौजूद है। इसके 

अंतगणत कें द्र सरकार राज्यो ंको खाद्यान्न उपलब्ध कराती है 

और राज्य सरकारें  राशन की दुकानो ंकी मदद से कवतरण 

करती हैं। गेहं, चावल, चीनी और कमट्टी के तेल जैसी प्रमुख 

आवश्यक वसु्तओ ंको लोगो ंतक मुफ्त में या कफर ररयायत 

दरो ंपर पहंुचाया जाता है। सावणजकनक कवतरण प्रणाली के  
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कलए खाद्यान्न उपलब्ध कराने और इसके भंडारण की 

कजमे्मदारी भारतीय खाद्य कनगम के पास है । 

 

खाद्य सुरक्षा अकधकनयम, 2013 ने खाद्य उपलब्धता को 

कानूनी मान्यता देते हुए एक ठोस नीकत की बुकनयाद रखी 

थी। आज इस कानून के पररणाम स्वरूप पूरे देश में 81.34  

करोड आबादी कक खाद्यान्न जरूरतो ंको सुकनकित ककया जा 

रहा है। इस कानून की आधारकशला विण 2001 में रखी गई 

थी। 'पीपुल्स यूकनयन फॉर कसकवल कलबटीज' संस्था द्वारा 

दास्खल एक मामले में सुप्रीम कोटण ने 'भोजन के अकधकार' 

के रूप में मौकलक अकधकार स्वीकार करते हुए इसे संकवधान 

के 'जीवन के अकधकार' का अकभन्न अंग कहा था। 

 

प्रि नर्ांत्री जनिन यहजन   

इस योजना की शुरुआत प्रधानमंत्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने 28 अगस् त 

2014 को की थी। लक्ष्य था कक देश के सभी नागररको ंतक 

बैंककंग सुकवधा पहंुचनी चाकहए। इसके कलए सरकार ने जीरो 

बैलेंस पर बैंक खाते खोलने की शुरुआत की थी। आज इस 

अकेली योजना ने कुल 38.35 करोड लोगो ंके खाते खोले हैं। 

इन खातो ंमें कुल 129,625.70 करोड रुपये जमा भी हुए है। 

यह दुकनया की सबसे बडी कवत्तीय समावेशन की योजना है। 

आज इस योजना का ही पररणाम है कक कवकभन्न योजनाओ ंके 

लाभाकथणयो ंको उनका लाभ सीधे उनके खाते में पहंुच रहा है।  

देश में जारी लॉकडाउन के बीच लोगो ंतक मदद पहंुचाने में 

इस योजना ने एक महत्वपूणण भूकमका कनभाई है। कोकवड-19 

संकट के दौरान मकहलाओ ं की कवत्तीय जरूरतो ं को पूरा 

करने के उदे्दश्य से सरकार ने प्रधानमंत्री जनधन योजना के 

तहत सभी मकहला खाताधारको ंको हर महीने 500 रुपये की 

राकश उपलब्ध करा रही है।  

वतणमान में कुल 19.86 करोड से अकधक मकहला जनधन 

खाताधारको ंको 9,930 करोड रुपये से अकधक की राकश 

उनके बैंक खातो ंमें पहंुचाई गई है। पहली ककस्त के बाद 

सरकार ने मई महीने की दूसरी ककस्त को भी देना शुरू कर 

कदया है। जून महीने में भी सरकार 500 रुपये का भुगतान 

मकहला खाताधारको ंको करेगी। प्रधानमंत्री जनधन योजना ने 

कोकवड-19 संकट के बीच पररवार की पहली सदस्य मानी 

जाने वाली 20 करोड मकहलाओ ंको सीधा लाभ पहंुचाया है। 

प्रि नर्ांत्री तकस न सम्म न तनति  

इस योजना को मोदी सरकार ने अपने पहले कायणकाल के 

अंकतम अंतररम बजट में शुरू ककया था।  

इस योजना के अंतगणत देश के कुल 12 करोड ककसानो ंको 

हर विण ₹2000 की तीन ककस्तो ं में कुल 6000 रुपए 

के  भुगतान का प्रावधान ककया गया था। सरकार ने इसके 

कलए प्रकत विण 72 हजार करोड रुपए के बजट का प्रावधान 

ककया था।  

लॉकडाउन के बीच कें द्र सरकार ने देश के करोडो ंककसानो ं

को भी राहत देने की घोिणा के िम में इस योजना को चुना। 

कोकवड-19 के संकट में कृकि के्षत्र अभी भी अन्य के्षत्रो ंकी 

तुलना में कम प्रभाकवत हुआ है। लेककन इस पूरे संकट के 

कनवारण की बुकनयाद एक तरीके से कृकि के्षत्र पर ही कनभणर 

करती है । ये ककसान ही हैं जो पहली बुकनयादी जरूरत 

'भोजन' को पूरा करते हैं। ककसानो ंकी अहकमयत समझते 

हुए सरकार ने इस योजना के जररए कुल 9.13 करोड 

ककसानो ंके बैंक खातो ंमें 18,253 करोड रुपये डाले हैं। इन 

ककसानो ंकी संख्या को एक पररवार के रूप में देखें, तो यह 

कुल 9.13 करोड पररवारो ंके जीवन के रूप में कदखता है। 

इन सभी योजनाओ ं की कवत्तीय पूकतण 'प्रधानमंत्री गरीब 

कल्याण योजना' के कवशेि पैकेज के अंतगणत हुई है। इस 

योजना के तहत कवत्त मंत्री कनमणला सीतारमन ने 26 माचण 

2020 को 1.70 लाख करोड रुपए के आकथणक पैकेज का 

ऐलान ककया था। अभी तक के आंकडो ंके अनुसार इस पूरी 

योजना के जररए देश के कुल 40 करोड गरीब लोगो ंके खातो ं

में 40 हजार करोड रुपए से अकधक जमा ककए जा चुके हैं। 

महत्वपूणण तथ्य यह है कक इस राकश को सीधे लाभाकथणयो ंके 

खाते में जमा ककया गया है। यह पूरे 1 रुपए के पहंुचने की 

कहानी हैं।  

तनष्किथ यह है कक यह वि रुक कर कपछले 73 विों में 

अकजणत ककए गए लोकतंत्र को सलाम करने का है। अपने कदए 

गए मत पर गवण करने का है। आज कजन योजनाओ ंने करोडो ं

कजंदकगयां बचाई है, उन सबका कनमाणण हमारी संसदीय 

प्रकिया से ही हुआ है। संसद में पक्ष और कवपक्ष के आरोप-

प्रत्यारोप के बीच में हाकसल की गई ये योजनाएं संपूणण नही ं

हैं, लेककन इनका प्रभाव जरूर कदखता है। यह बापू के जंतर 

के आधार पर बना लोकतंत्र है, कजसने ककठन समय में कें द्र 

और राज्यो ंके मध्य कवशेि समन्वय कदखाया है।  
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भारतीय बैंक िं ग व्यवस्था कवश्व  ी बेहतरीन कव ासशील बैंक िं ग 
व्यवस्थाओिं में से ए  रही है और भारत  ी आकथि  गौरव गाथा 

में भारतीय बैं ो  ा योगदान बहुत महत्वपूर्ि रहा है। वतिमान में 

भारतीय बैंक िं ग व्यवस्था ए  महत्वपूर्ि दौर से गुजर रही थी, जहााँ 

छोटे - बड़े बैं ो  ा कवलय  र े बड़े बैं  बनाने  ी प्रकिया, 

मााँग आधाररत बैं ो  ा कनमािर् (establishment of small and 

micro finance banking units), बैं ो द्वारा  ॉरपोरेट फिं क िंग 

 े अलावा सूक्ष्म ,लघु एविं मध्यम उद्योगोिं पर ज्यादा ध्यान  ें कित 

 रने जैसी महत्वपूर्ि गकतकवकधयािं चल रही थी, कजससे भकवष्य में 

भारत  ा आकथि  कचत्र अकध  कव ेन्द्री ृत और सुदृढ़ होता। 

परिं तु  ोकव -19  े प्रादुभािव  े  ारर् भारतीय बैंक िं ग व्यवस्था 

 ो तगड़ा झट ा लगा है। बैंक िं ग तत्व  े सुचारू रूप से चलने 

 े कलए 'जमा एविं पूाँजी कनमािर्'  ी प्रकिया तथा बाजार में ऋर् 

 ी मािंग में वृद्धि होते रहना आवश्य  होता है।  

 ोकव -19  े  ारर् ए  तरफ अचान  व्यापार, उद्योग-धिंधे 

बन्द होने से उपरोक्त जमा एविं पूिंजी कनमािर् तथा ऋर्  ी मााँग  ा 

चि रु  गया है।भारतीय शेयर बाजार जो आकथि  गकतकवकधयोिं 

 ा सूच  माना जाता है लगभग 25 से 30 प्रकतशत कगर गया है 

क्ोिंक  वतिमान आकथि  पररदृश्य में आकथि  सिंवृद्धि  ी उम्मीद 

बहुत  म कदखाई पड़ती है। 

NPA जो हमेशा से बैंक िं ग व्यवस्था और भारतीय अथिव्यवस्था में 

महत्वपूर्ि समस्या रही है, उन े बढ़ने  ी और अकध  सिंभावना 

है। इसी  ारर्वश सर ारी एविं कनजी के्षत्रोिं  े बैं ो  े मूल्य 

लगभग 25-30% कगर गए है। 

NPA  े  ारर् दोहरी बैलेंस शीट  ी समस्या कव राल रूप ले 

लेती है और जहााँ ए  तरफ NPA से बैं ो  ो तो घाटा होता ही है 

और अथिव्यवस्था भी खराब माली हालत वाले उद्यमो से भर जाती 

है कजससे आकथि  कव ास पर अिं ुश लग जाता है।  

व्यवसाय में होने वाली हाकन  ी तरह है कजस ो समाप्त तो नही 

क या जा स ता बद्धि  म क या जा स ता है और जब NPA 

बढ़ते है तो ए  तरफ तो वसूली  ी प्रकिया तेज  रनी पड़ती ही 

है और तरफ ऋर् कवतरर्  ा  ायि और तेजी से  रना पड़ता है। 

भरतीय अथिव्यवस्था  े कव ास  ा भी रास्ता यही िं से खुलता है। 

इस आकथि  कवपकि  ी घड़ी में सिं टमोच   ी तरह ररजवि बैं  

सामने आया और  ई कनर्िय कलए जैसे-  

 

 

 

 

 

1. माचि से ले र मई 3 माह त  ग्राह ोिं,बैं ो  ो ऋर् क श्त 

वसूली पर रो  लगाना। 

2. तीन माह त   ायिशील पूिंजी में ब्याज  ी  टौती न  रना। 

3.  ायिशील पूिंजी में कबना margin  े ऋर् देना। 

4. खराब हो रहे ऋर् खातोिं में ररस्ट्रक्चररिंग  रना(समय बढ़ाना, 

ब्याज घटाना इत्याकद)। 

5. रेपो ओर ररवसि रेपो रेट में अभूतपूवि  मी। 

6. IRAC Norms (NPA कनयमावली) में छूट। 

7. बैं ो  ो बाजार में अकध  और आसान ऋर् कवतररत  रने  े 

कलए कदशा कनदेश। 

8. NBFSc और MFIs  ो फण्ड। 

9. NABARD  ो 25000 cr ,SIDBI  ो 15000 cr. NHB  ो 

10000 cr.  ा पै ेज। 

यकद ररजवि बैं   े कदशा कनदेशोिं  ा अध्ययन क या जाय तो यह 

स्पष्ट कदखता है क  भारतीय अथिव्यवस्था  े कव ास में भारतीय 

बैं ो  ा ऋर् बािंटना अत्यकध  आवश्य  है क्ोिंक  बाजार में 

कविय  ी  मी  े  ारर् पूिंजी प्रवाह  े रु  जाने से व्यापार चि 

रु  गया है और नई मािंग  े कनमािर्  े कलए पूिंजी  ी आवश्य ता 

 ी पूकति ऋर् द्वारा  रना समय  ी मािंग है। 

 ोकव -19  े  ारर् भारतीय बैंक िं ग सिंस्थाए कवशेष र सर ारी 

बैं ोिं  ा ऋर् पोटिफोकलयो एसेट क्वाकलटी घटने और 

लाभदाय ता घटने  ी तीव्र सिंभावना है। वैकश्व  रेकटिंग एजेंसीज 

जैसे मू ीज इत्याकद ने भी ऐसा ही अनुमान लगाया है।ऐसी 

पररद्धस्थकत में इन बैं ोिं पर जहााँ पहले से ही बढ़ते NPA  ा बोझ 

था ,अब और आसान,ससे्त ऋर् बााँटने  ा दाकयत्व आ गया है 

कजससे इन े NPA बढ़ने और आकथि  हालत खस्ता होने  ी 

आशिं ाएिं  बढ़ गई है। ऐसी पररद्धस्थकत में अथिव्यवस्था  ा बोझ 

उठाने  ा दाकयत्व सर ारी बैं ोिं पर अकध  हो गया है क्ोिंक  

भले ही वह अभी  मजोर और उपेकक्षत है परिं तु भरतीय 

अथिव्यवस्था  े चि  ी धुरी वही है। 

 

बैंक िं ग 
 
 

 ोकिड-19 और भारतीय बैंक िं ग व्यिस्था। 

बृजेश प्रजापकत 

के्रकडट इिंचाजज 

(बैं  ऑफ बड़ौदा।) 
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दुनिया 5 मार्च को मजदूर ददवस मनाती है। इसकी 

शुरुआत सन् 1886 में अमेररका के दशकागो शहर 

में हुई थी, जब मज़दूरोों ने एक दशफ्ट में काम करने 

की अदिकतम समय सीमा 8 घोंटे तय करने की माोंग 

सरकार ने मनवा ली थी। लेदकन भारत में मज़दूर 

ददवस मनाने की शुरुआत 1 मई 1923 से रे्न्नई में 

हुई थी। मज़दूर ददवस लाखोों मज़दूरोों के पररश्रम, 

दृढ, दनश्चय व दनष्ठा का ददवस होता है। एक मज़दूर 

दकसी मुल्क के दनमाचण में बहुमूल्य योगदान देता है। 

इनके दबना दकसी भी औद्योदगक ढाोंरे् की कल्पना 

नही की जा सकती है। अथचव्यवस्था में इतनी 

महत्वपूणच भूदमका अदा करने वाले मजदूर कभी भी 

इस दवकास के लाभाथी नही ों बन सके। वे हमारे 

समाज के सबके शोदित तबके के रूप में माने जाते 

हैं।  

 

भारत में लॉकडाउन घोदित होने के 3 ददन बाद 27 

मार्च को ददल्ली के आनोंद दवहार बस अडे्ड पर घर 

जाने की उम्मीद दलए ईकट्ठी हुई हजारोों मज़दूरोों का 

दृश्य तो सबने देखा होगा। आपने सूरत व बाोंद्रा 

से्टशन पर जुटी मज़दूरोों की भीड़ का दृश्य भी देखा 

होगा। आपने ददल्ली-नोएडा हाईवे पर अपने हाथोों में 

समान की गठरी दलए व अपने गोद में बच्ोों को 

उठाये 500-1000 दकमी दूर अपने घर की ओर 

पैदल जाने को मजबूर,मज़दूरोों की ह्रदय दवदारक 

तस्वीरें  भी देखी होगी। दजन शहरोों को मज़दूरोों ने 

बनाया अब उन शहरोों में उनके दलए जगह नही है। 

उनकी बनाई दजस सड़क पर गादड़याों रफ्तार से 

गुजरती है, अब उन्ही सड़कोों पर वे पैदल र्ल रहे हैं। 

कई ऑटो की टक्कर में तो कई भूखे प्यासे मर रहे 

हैं। ये सब उस देश में हो रहा है दजसने करोड़ोों की 

मूदतचयाों बनवाने की गाथा दलखी है।  

 

आदथचक सवेक्षण 2017 के अनुसार विच 2011-2016 

के बीर् प्रदतविच प्रवासी मजदूरोों की सोंख्या 90 लाख 

रही है। 2011 की जनगणना के अनुसार आोंतररक 

प्रवासी मज़दूरोों की सोंख्या 13.9 करोड़ है। जैसे ही 

लॉकडाउन की घोिणा हुई थी,मज़दूरोों का सामूदहक 

पलायन शुरू हो गया था। लेदकन क्ोों? क्ोोंदक 

अदिकतर प्रवासी मजदूर कारखानोों एवों दनमाचण के्षत्र 

में कायचरत होते हैं। जब लॉकडाउन की घोिणा हुई 

तो इन करोड़ोों मजदूरोों के पास एक झटके में काम 

समाप्त हो रु्का था। जीदवका के सािन खत्म हो रु्के 

थे। जो इनके पास पैसे बसते हैं वह घरोों को भेज ददए 

जाते हैं। तादक पररवार भी जी सके। सरकारी मदद 

तो कागजोों के आिार पर  

 

दमलती है। लेदकन प्रवासी मजदूर दूसरे राज्ोों में 

कागजात के साथ नही ों जाते है। अब ऐसे माहौल में 

शहर उनके दलए सुरदक्षत नही ों हो सकता था। बहुत 

मज़दूरोों का तो कोई स्थायी दनवास नही होता है, वे 

कायच-स्थल पर ही सोना पसोंद करते हैं। पररस्स्थदत 

तब दबगड़ने लगी जब सरकारोों ने उदर्त कदम 

उठाने में दवलोंब करना र्ालू कर ददया। इसदलए 

मजदूरोों के सामने अपने घरोों को प्रस्थान करना ही 

दवकल्प के रूप में नजर आया। 

 

इनकी समस्या की एक और वजह ये भी है दक ये 

हमारे राजनीदतक वगच के वोट बैंक दसर्च  रु्नाव के 
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मजदूर ों के प्रनि सरकार की असोंवेदिशीलिा 

 

शेखर शुभम 

(छात्र, वानिज्य सोंकाय, काशी न ोंदू नवश्वनवद्यालय) 
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दौरान होते हैं। यह भी सोंभव नही ों है। रु्नावोों के समय 

तो ये अपने दनवाचर्न के्षत्र से दूर कही ों शहर में पररवार 

के आजीदवका के दलए जद्दोजहद में जुटे होते हैं। 

कोदवड-19 की महामारी के बीर् सरकारोों को सबसे 

पहले प्रवासी मजदूरोों के दहतोों के बारे में दवर्ार 

करना र्ादहए था। अथचव्यवस्था या समाज को इनके 

दबना र्ला पाना असोंभव सा है। पहली प्राथदमकता 

तो यही होनी र्ादहए थी दक इन सभी प्रवासी मजदूरोों 

को इनके जरूरतमोंद की वसु्तओों के दलए सारे 

जरूरी उपाय दकए जाए। व्यवस्था थोड़ी हुई भी तो 

वह नाकार्ी थी। इस कामइस काम के दलए सरकार 

स्वयों सहायता समूह की मदद ले सकती है। इन 

मजदूरोों तक मदद पहुोंर्ाने के दलए 2019 में 

असोंगदठत के्षत्रोों के मजदूरोों के दलए शुरू दकए गए 

प्रिानमोंत्री श्रम योगी मानिन योजना के आोंकड़ोों की 

मदद भी ली जा सकती थी। यह भी एक यथाथच है दक 

मजदूर वगच का एक बड़ा तबका अनुसूदर्त जादत एवों 

अनुसूदर्त जनजादत से आता है। 1 मई को जब 

लॉकडाउन तीसरी बार 2 हफे्त के दलए बढाया गया 

तब जाकर मजदूरोों के दलए "श्रमजीवी टर ैन " र्लाए 

जाने की घोिणा हुई है ।  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

यह देर से ही सही लेदकन एक प्रशोंशनीय कदम था। 

सरकार को नोबेल दवजेता अथचशास्त्री अदभजीत 

बनजी के स्थाई राशन काडच के सुझाव को भी मानना 

र्ादहए। इससे मजदूरोों की खाद्य उपलब्धता सुदनदश्चत 

होगी। 

 

मज़दूर वगचभारतीय अथचव्यवस्था की रीढ़ की हड्डी हैं 

और समाज का एक अदभन्न दहस्सा भी। इस 

आपातकाल में उन्हें अदतररक्त देखभाल की जरूरत 

है। प्रोरे्सर बनजी के शब्ोों में उनका जीवन व 

उनकी जीदवका दोनो दााँव पर लगी है। ऐसे में 

सरकार को र्ादहए दक अभी भी वक्त रहते एक 

उदर्त आदथचक पैकेज इनके दलए लाए। सरकार द्वारा 

लगाए गए तालाबोंदी ने भारत के श्रम बाजार में गहरी 

कुव्यवस्था को उजागर दकया है। इसने हमे दो भारत 

से रुबरु कराया है, एक मध्य वगीय व अदभजात वगच 

है तो दूसरा गरीब कमजोर और शोदित वगच। दूसरा 

तबका हमारे नीदत-दनमाचताओों की वरीयता सूर्ी में 

कही ों दनर्लें पायदान पर हैं। कोदवड-19 के स्खलार् 

लड़ाई समावेशी,न्यायसोंगत व गैर भेदवावपूणच होनी 

र्ादहए। 
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Paintings with this article are an artist's view of the trek back by migrant workers from Delhi and 

NOIDA to villages in Uttar Pradesh and elsewhere. The artist, Labani Jangi, is a self-taught painter 

doing her PhD on labour migrations at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata 



                                               अंतरराष्ट्र ीय समीकरण 

                  कोरोना संकट के बीच वशै्ववक अर्थव्यवस्र्ा एवं राजनीति 

                      राहुल मिश्रा 

                        पूर्व छात्र 

                        (र्ामिज्य संकाय, काशी म ंदू मर्श्वमर्द्यालय)
 

मर्श्व में मानव सभ्यता का सबसे बडा दुश्मन बन चुके कोरोना 

वायरस के चलते ववश्वभर की आवथिक गवतवववियां ठप पडी हुई है। 

कारखाने बंद है। रेल बंद है और इन सबके बीच कोरोना वायरस 

संक्रमण के आंकडे भी ववश्व भर में  50 लाख पार कर चुके हैं। 

अमेररका के साथ साथ ऑस्ट्र ेवलया ने भी कोरोना वायरस की उत्पवि 

की जााँच की मांग की है, हालांवक  चीन इससे नाखुश है तथा उसने 

इस आिार पर आपवि दजि करा रहा है वक ऐसी जााँच की कोई 

परंपरा नही ंहै। अमेररका के राष्ट्र पवत डोनाल्ड ट्र म्प इस महामारी के 

वलए चीन को वजमे्मदार मानते है और वे बार-बार कह चुके है वक 

वह मुआवजे के वलए चीन पर मुकदमा करें गे। आज बडे देश भी 

चीन को अलग-थलग करना चाहते हैं, जो वतिमान में ववश्व आपूवति 

श्रंखला का आिार और वववनमािण कें द्र भी है। हमारे देश में भी वररष्ठ 

मंत्री वनवतन गडकरी ने भारत के कई बडे मुख्य कायिकारी 

अविकाररयो से बातचीत में आग्रह वकया है की वे चीन के ववरुद्ध ववश्व 

समुदाय की भावनाओ का लाभ उठाये।  

प्रिानमंत्री श्ी नरेंद्र मोदी ने भी भारत को बहुराष्ट्र ीय आपूवति श्रंखला 

का कें द्र बनाने का आह्वान वकया है। हाल ही में 48 बडी कंपनी ने 

चीन से अपना उत्पादन आिार हट्ाया। इनमे से 26 ववयतनाम, 11 

ताइवान, 8 थाईलैंड और केवल 3 ही भारत में व्यापार करने आई 

हैं। वर्ि 2008 की वैवश्वक मंदी ने वैवश्वक व्यापार पर प्रभाव डाला 

था। वर्ि 2008 के बाद से ही ववश्व के वववभन्न देशो में सरंक्षणवाद की 

ववचारिारा को बढ़ावा वमलने लगा था। अमेररका ने वपछले 4 वर्ो 

से कई देशो के उत्पाद पर लगने वाले शुल्क में वरद्धद्ध की है और 

ववशेर् तौर पर चीन के, वजसके कारण दोनो ंदेशो के बीच व्यापार 

यूद्ध की भी स्थवत बन गई है लेवकन वपछले कुछ वर्ो में ऐसा भी 

देखा गया है वक चीन ववश्व के वलए एक बडा उत्पादक कें द्र बनकर 

उभरा है। उसे भारी मात्रा में ववदेशी वनवेश भी प्राप्त हुआ है लेवकन 

कोरोना महामारी के कारण उत्पन्न हुई चुनौवतयो ंकी वजह से की 

कई देश चीन पर अपनी वनभिरता कम करना चाहते हैं। उदाहरण 

स्वरुप भारतीय दवा उघोग अपनी कुल जरूरत का लगभग 70 

प्रवतशत चीन से आयात करता है, लेवकन कोरोना महामारी के बीच 

भारत सरकार ने घरेलु उत्पाद पर जोर वदया है। अमेररका के साथ-

साथ जापान की भी कई कम्पवनया चीन से बाहर वनकलने के प्रयास 

में है। जापान सरकार ने तो जापानी कंपवनयो ंको चीन से बाहर 

वनकालने के वलये 2 वबवलयन अमेररकी डॉलर से अविक की 

सहायता देने का वनश्चय वकया है। दूसरी तरफ चीन का वनवेश पूरी 

तरह से कूट्नीवतक होता है, क्ोवंक चीन में अविकतर बडी 

कंपवनयां चीनी सरकार द्वारा संचावलत या वनयंवत्रत की जाती है।  

आज जो चीन के बारे में कहा जा रहा है वही पहले अमेररका के बारे 

में कहा जाता था वक 'अमेररकी डॉलर के बाद अमेररकी वसपाही' 

आते हैं। चीन हमेशा से ही अपने वनवेश के द्वारा पावकस्तान को 

आकवर्ित करता है और सयंुक्त राष्ट्र  में पावकस्तान का समथिन कर 

भारत का ववरोि करता है। अब समय आ गया है की भारत सरकार 

को वनवेश बढ़ाने के वलए कुछ जरूरी कदम उठाने होगें। हमें उन 

चीजो ंका उत्पादन करना होगा वजसका हम चीन से आयात करते 

हैं। उत्पादन बढ़ाने के वलए देश के ववश्वववद्यालय, पॉवलटे्द्धिक, 

भारतीय प्रौद्योवगकी एवं प्रबंि संस्थानो ंको उघोगो के साथ समन्यव्य 

स्थावपत करना होगा। साथ ही साथ हमे यह भी ध्यान देना होगा वक 

ववदेशी वनवेश को मंजूरी समयबद्ध तरीके से दी जानी चावहए। हमे 

अपनी स्थानीय आपूवति श्रंखला पर जोर देना होगा जैसे की हाडिवेयर 

डेवलपमेंट् , दवा उघोग। हमे कौशल  ववकास, ऑट्ोमेशन तथा 

अनुबंवित कामगारो ं पर ध्यान देना होगा। औद्योवगक ववकास के 

साथ-साथ ही उत्पादन के स्वरूप और कंपवनयो/ंउद्योगो ं की 

कायिशैली में बडे बदलाव होगें।ऐसे में कर वर् और अन्य के्षत्रो ंको इन 

पररवतिनो ंके अनुरूप तैयार कर औद्योवगक ववकास के साथ-साथ 

ग्रामीण अथिव्यवस्था में योगदान वदया जा सकता है। 

उदाहरण के वलये वववभन्न प्रकार के कर वर् उत्पादो ंकी पैकेवजंग या 

उनसे बनने वाले अन्य उत्पादो ंके वनमािण हेतु स्थनीय स्तर पर छोट्ी 

औद्योवगक इकाइयो ं की स्थापना को बढ़ावा देकर औद्योवगक 

उत्पादन श्रंखला में ग्रामीण के्षत्रो ं की भागीदारी सुवनवश्चत की जा 

सकती है। कर वर् से लेकर सॉफ्टवेयर और तकनीकी के के्षत्र में 

उघवमता को बढ़ावा देना होगा और साथ ही साथ नौकरशाही के 

हस्तछेप में भी कमी लानी होगी। वैवश्वक बाजार में अन्य देशो ंकी 

कंपवनयो ं की तरह भारतीय कंपवनयो ं को आगे बढ़ने के सामान 

अवसर प्राप्त नही ंहुए हैं, ऐसे में औद्योवगक के्षत्र की जरूरतो ंको 

देखते हुए आसान ऋण और टै्क्स में कट्ौती जैसे प्रयास कुछ मदद 

प्रदान कर सकते हैं। कोरोना महामारी के कारण उत्पन्न चुनौवतयो ं

की वजह से हाल ही में जमिनी, इट्ली, फ्ााँस, ऑस्ट्र ेवलया आवद देशो ं

ने ‘प्रत्यक्ष ववदेशी वनवेश’ पर कुछ प्रवतबंि लगाए हैं।  

अविकांश देशो ंके द्वारा प्रत्यक्ष ववदेशी वनवेश के वनयमो ंमें सख्ती 

का मुख्य लक्ष्य चीन की अवसरवावदता पर अंकुश लगाना है। भारत 

ने भी कुछ ऐसा ही वनणिय वलया है। कोरोना महामारी के इस दौर 

में एक वैकद्धिक आपूवति श्रंखला  स्थावपत करने के वलए सामान 

ववचारिारा वाले देशो के सहयोग से एक सामंजस्य स्थावपत वकया 

जा सकता है। 

The Enquiry 
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                                    अंतरराष्ट्र ीय समीकरण 
                     

                 कोविड-19 से संयकु्त राष्ट्र को खतरा 
                          प्रभात मिश्र  

                        छात्र  

                     (वामिज्य संकाय, काशी म ंदू मवश्वमवद्यालय) 

 

एक ऐसा वक़्त जब ववश्व के लगभग सभी देशो ंमें कोरोना 

महामारी   अपना पांव पसार चुकी है, वैवश्वक आवथिक मंदी 

की तलवार सभी देशो ंपर लटक रही है, ऐसे वक्त में संयुक्त 

राष्ट्र  की अपनी भूवमका में नाकामयाब रहना, अमेररका का 

ववश्व स्वास्थ्य संगठन (डबू्ल्यए चओ) पर सवाल उठाना, 

उसकी फंवडंग रोक देना, क्या इस संगठन की ववश्वसनीयता 

पर सवावलया वनशान नही ंलगाता है? 

हालांवक देखा जाए तो, शुरुआती वदनो ंमें चीन ने इस संक्रमण 

को ववश्व से छुपाया ना होता तो आज इस वैवश्वक महामारी का 

दायरा सीवमत रहता और लाखो ंलोगो ंकी जान बच गई होती, 

लेवकन चीन के सत्तारूढ़ चीनी तानाशाही वामपंथी सरकार  ने 

अपनी राजनैवतक आकांक्षाओ ंके चलते ऐसा नही ंवकया जो 

वक एक मूखितापूणि फैसला था, वजसके वलए उन्हें अपनी 

करतूतो ंके वलए जवाबदेह ठहराया जाना चावहए। 

कोरोना महामारी ने चीन को अपने प्रभाव का ववस्तार करने 

के वलए एक ववशेष मागि प्रशस्त वकया है, जब ववश्व के अन्य 

देश इस वैवश्वक महामारी से परेशान हैं, वही ं चीन इसका 

अवसर पाकर अपनी राजनैवतक शक्तक्तयो ंका ववस्तार करने 

में लगा हुआ है। जरूरतमंद देशो ंको लाभ में मास्क और 

वेंटीलेटर (पूवि में सहायता में प्राप्त)  बेचने से लेकर उसकी 

कूटनीवत आकांक्षाए! यही ं से उसकी दुश्चररत्र का आकलन 

वकया जा सकता है।  

लेवकन बात जब संयुक्त राष्ट्र  और अन्य बहुपक्षीय संस्थाओ ंमें 

बढ़ रहे चीन के प्रभुत्व का हो तो इसका प्रभाव अविक स्थाई 

तथा वचंताजनक है, जो अभी भी संकट की घडी में 

ववकासशील देशो ंके दस्तक  देने का एकमात्र दरवाजा है। 

यह प्रभुत्व चीन ने अपने ववत्तीय योगदान (ऋण जाल) से नही ं

बक्ति अपने कूटनीवत (नू्यनतम िन, अविकतम समथिन) के 

बल से जमाया है । संयुक्त राष्ट्र  की सालाना बजट में चीन की 

वहसे्सदारी मात्र 12% है, वही ंअमेररका 22% भुगतान करता 

है।  जुलाई 2019 में संयुक्त राष्ट्र  के खाद्य और कृवष संगठन 

के महावनदेशक के रूप में चीन के कू्य डा  ॅ नगू्य (Qu 

Dongyu)  

को चुने जाने के बाद चीन संयुक्त राष्ट्र  संघ की15 वववशष्ट् 

संस्थाओ में से चार का प्रमुख है –  

खाद्य और कृवष संगठन (FAO), संयुक्त राष्ट्र  औद्योवगक 

ववकास संगठन (UNIDO), अंतरािष्ट्र ीय दूरसंचार संघ 

(ITU) और अंतरािष्ट्र ीय नागररक उड्डयन संगठन (ICAO)।  

यू.एन. चाटिर के अनुचे्छद 100 के अनुसार कतिव्ो ं के 

प्रदशिन में महासवचव और कमिचारी वकसी भी सरकार से 

या संगठन के वलए वकसी भी अन्य प्राविकारी से वनदेश नही ं

मांगेंगे या प्राप्त नही ंकरें गे, लेवकन ववषय यह है वक वे 

हमेशा तटस्थ नही ंहोते हैं, अक्सर चीन के व्क्तक्तगत वहतो ं

को बढ़ावा देने में व्स्त रहते हैं। 

 

बात अगर ववश्व स्वास्थ्य संगठन की बजट हो तो गत वषि 

2019 में अमेररका 400 वमवलयन डॉलर का योगदान वदया 

था जो भी चीन की तुलना में 10 गुना अविक है, 

लेवकन  डबू्ल्यएचओ के महावनदेशक टेडरोस की चीनी 

सरकार के प्रवत कृतज्ञता के चलते संस्था ने न ही अपनी 

ववश्वसनीयता खोने का फैसला वलया बक्ति लाखो ंलोगो ंको 

जोक्तखम में डाल वदया।  

 

वतिमान समय में ववश्व करोना वायरस से गंभीर रूप से 

प्रभाववत होने के बावजूद चीन ने सुरक्षा पररषद में होने 

वाली बैठक को स्थवगत करके यह सावबत कर वदया वक 

नौकरशाही में वनयंत्रण जहााँ एक तरफ चीनी कंपवनयो ंके 

वलए नये अवसर वदए जा रहे हैं, वही ंदुसरी तरफ वायरस 

के प्रसार के वलए चीन के बचाव में सहयोग भी दे रहे हैं। 

भारत तथा अन्य ववकाशशील देशो ंके वलए प्राथवमकता का 

ववषय होना चावहए वक जब ववश्व इस महामारी तथा आवथिक 

मंदी से उभरे तो वैवश्वक संगठनो ंमें जरुरी बदलाव के मााँग 

के साथ आगे बढे़। वैवश्वक संस्थाएं वजमे्मदाररयो ंको पूरा 

करने में वनष्पक्ष और स्वतंत्र हो तथा भववष्य में कोई आपदा 

आने पर अपनी भूवमका को पुरा करने में ववफल ना हो।

The Enquiry 
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                                   अंतरराष्ट्र ीय समीकरण 
                     

                                   कोरोना: एविडमेिक से िैंडमेिक 

                                                       अनामिका मिश्रा 

                                          छात्रा                                             

                                             (वामिज्य संकाय, काशी म ंदू मवश्वमवद्यालय) 
 

यह कहना वबिुल सत्य है वक समस्या को अगर 

गंभीरतापूविक न वलया जाए तो कभी-कभी मामूली सा जख्म 

भी जानलेवा हो जाता है और इसका ज्वलंत उदाहरण 

कोववड-19 के रूप में हम सबके सामने है। यह वायरस 

वपछले वषि वदसंबर मे चीन के वुहान नामक जगह पर दस्तक 

वदया था और देखते-ही-देखते ववश्व के लगभग सभी देश इसके 

चपेट मे आ गए। कोरोना का यह फैलाव पूरी तरह से चीन की 

लापरवाही और नजरंदाजगी का प्रवतफल है। आज वैवश्वक 

स्तर पर भय का माहौल व्ाप्त है, लोग अपने वतिमान से जूझ 

रहे और भववष्य को लेकर अतं्यत वचंवतत हैं।  

मजदूर एवं गरीब ववषम पररक्तस्थवतयो ंका सामना कर रहे हैं, 

कोरोना के तेज़ रफ्तार ने लोगो ंके अंदर दहशत फैला वदया 

है, कही ंकोई उम्मीद की वकरण भी वदखाई नही दे रही है। 

ऐसे मे क्या यह कहना उवचत होगा की समय रहते अगर चीन 

संभल गया होता और अन्य देशो ंको भी अवगत करा वदया 

होता तो आज ववश्व की यह दशा नही होती?  

क्या कोरोना वाइरस को "एमिडेमि से िैंडेमिक " का दर्ाा 

मदलाने िे चीन ने अ ि भूमिका न ी मनभायी? इन प्रश्ो ं

का उत्तर जानने से पहले कोरोना से जुडी वनम्नवलक्तखत बातो ं

को जान लेना आवश्यक है: 

-INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON TAXONOMY 

OF VIRUSES (ICTV) के अनुसार "COVID-19", "SARS-

COV-2" से होने वाली एक बीमारी है इस वायरस का नाम 

"SARS-COV-2" रखा गया क्योवंक यह "SARS-COV" के 

आनुवंवशक प्रणाली के काफी समान है। इस वाइरस के वसफि  

नाम ही नही बक्ति इससे होने वाली बीमारी के बहुत सारे 

लक्षण भी एक समान हैं, हालांवक प्रारंभ में चीन इससे संबंवित 

वास्तववक तथ्ो ंको छुपा कर सबको गुमराह करता रहा यद्दवप 

चीन के इस बात से इंकार नही कीया जा सकता की शुरुआती  

समय मे ऐसे लक्षणो ंका सटीक अनुमान लगा पाना अतं्यत 

दुष्कर था, परंतु वुहान सेंटर ल हॉक्तिटल के डॉक्टर  "ली 

वेनवलआंग" के पास जब एक जैसे लक्षणो ंवाले कुछ मरीज़ 

पहंुचे और उन्होनें अपने अनुभव के आिार पर यह अनुमान 

लगाये की इसके लक्षण SEVERE ACUTE RESPIRATORY 

SYNDROME [SARS] से वमलते-जुलते हैं और उन्होनें यह 

बात अपने सहकवमियो ंके साथ साझा की परंतु उनके इस बात 

पर ध्यान देने के बजाय उसे बेबुवनयाद बता कर उन्हें अफवाह 

फैलाने के वलए दोषी ठहराया गया।  

चीन की इस प्रमुख गलती का खावमयाजा डॉक्टर ली 

वेनवलआंग को भुगतना पडा और "COVID-19" की वजह से 

उनकी मृतु्य हो गयी, इतना ही नही ं चीन ने डॉक्टर ली 

वेनवलआंग की बात न मानकर एक और बात िष्ट् कर वदया 

की उसे अपने अतीत से वसख लेने मे कोई वदलचिी नही 

क्योवंक 2002 मे दवक्षणी चीन के गुआंगडोगं नामक जगह से 

"SARS-COV" की शुरुआत हुई थी और लगभग 8000 लोग 

उससे संक्रवमत हुए थे वजससे लगभग 26 देश प्रभाववत हुए थे 

और उस समय यह बात भी िष्ट् हो गयी थी की इस वायरस 

से होने वाली बीमारी मनुष्य-से -मनुष्य मे समे्प्रवषत होने वाली 

है, वफर भी चीन ने कोई ठोस कदम नही वलया वजस वजह से 

पररक्तस्थवतयां वबगडती गयी।  

अंततः, चीन को पररक्तस्थवतवश अपनी चुप्पी तोडनी पडी तथा 

वुहान मु्यवनवसपल हेल्थ कवमशन ने ववश्व स्वास्थ्य संगठन 

(WHO) को 31 वदसंबर, 2019 को एक प्रवतवेदन वदया वजसमे 

वनमोवनया के लक्षण वाले कुछ मरीजो ंका वज़क्र वकया गया था। 

गौरतलब है की वदसंबर के शुरुआत मे एक जैसे लक्षणो ंवाले 

कई मरीज़ पाए जाने के बावजूद WHO को इसकी जानकारी 

नही देना चीन की एक और लापरवाही को दशािता है। परंतु 

WHO ने इस मामले मे सजगता वदखाते हुए : 
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1) 1-जनवरी-2020 को इस बीमारी पर पहल करने हेतु 

Incident Management  support team(IMST)  का 

गठन वकया।  

2) 4-जनवरी-2020 को सोसल-मीवडया पे पहला ररपोटि जारी 

वकया, वजसमे वनमोनीया के मरीजो ंका ही वज़क्र था।  

3) 5-जनवरी-2020 को WHO ने दूसरा ररपोटि जारी वकया 

वजसमे पहली बार वकसी नये वाइरस का वज़क्र था। 

4) 10-जनवरी- 2020 को WHO ने चीन समेत अन्य देशो ंको 

भी इस वाइरस के बारे मे बताकर साविान वकया।  

5) 12-जनवरी- 2020 को चीन ने साविजवनक तौर पर 

कोरोना-वाइरस के आनुवंवशक प्रणाली को पेश वकया।  

6) 13-जनवरी-2020 को चीन के बाहर थाईलैंड मे Covid-

19 का पहला मरीज़ सामने आया।  

7) 14-जनवरी-2020 को WHO ने दबी जुबान मीवडया के 

सामने जावहर वकया की यह मनुष्य -से- मनुष्य मे फैलने वाली 

बीमारी हो सकती है।  

यह जान लेने के बावजूद चीन ने कोई एक्शन नही वलया और 

इस बीच मरीजो ंकी संख्या तेज रफ्तार से बढ़ती रही वफर भी 

वुहान मे तालाबंदी करने के वलए न जाने चीन वकस शुभ मुहूति 

का इंतज़ार कर रहा था।  अंततः, उसने यह मुहूति 23,जनवरी, 

2020 को तय वकया; दुभािग्यवश तालाबंदी से पहले ही कई 

लोग वुहान से चीन के वववभन्न शहरो ंमे एवं अन्य देशो ंमे भी 

गमन कर चुके थे, वास्तव मे यह गमन वसफि  उनलोगो ंका ही 

नही बक्ति कोरोना-वाइरस का भी था।  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

इसी गमन से कोरोना को 11, माचि, 2020 को WHO द्वारा 

"एवपडेवमक से पैंडेवमक "का दजाि प्राप्त हो गया। चीन की 

लापरवावहयो ंके वजह से आज लगभग सभी देशो ंको इसका 

भुगतान करना पड रहा है। हालांवक चीन की यह लापरवाही, 

इटली, िेन, जमिनी, जापान, अमेररका, भारत, इत्यावद  देशो ं

के वलए सबक था और चीन ने 23, जनवरी, 2020 को वुहान 

मे तालाबंदी कर यह साफ जावहर कर वदया था वक यह बीमारी 

एक-दूसरे से प्रसाररत होने वाली है।  

शायद इसका एकमात्र उपचार तालाबंदी ही बच गया था। 

अगर यह उपचार अन्य देशो ंने भी सही समय पर कर वलया 

होता तो आज ववश्व की यह दुदिशा न होती। अबतक पूरी दुवनया 

मे कोरोना से संक्रवमत मरीजो ंकी संख्या लगभग 50,00,000 

तक पहुाँच गयी है और लगभग 3,00,000 लोगो ंकी मृतु्य हो 

चुकी है।  

बात अगर भारत की करे तो, भारत मे कोरोना का पहला केस 

30 जनवरी, 2020 को सामने आया था, 31 मई, 2020 तक 

Ministry of health and family welfare के अनुसार 

कोरोन से संक्रवमत  मरीजो ंकी संख्या लगभग 1,95,000 और 

लगभग 3200 लोगो ंकी मृतु्य हो चुकी है, यह संख्या वदन-

प्रवतवदन बढ़ती ही जा रही है, भारत के पास न तो बहुत अच्छा 

हेल्थ इंफे्रस्ट्र  क्चर है और ना ही अथिव्वस्था, उपर से घनी 

आबादी भारत के वलए कोरोना से जंग लडना चुनौतीपूणि 

बनाता जा रहा है। वतिमान पररक्तस्थवतयो ंमे हम अपनी सूझ -

बुझ, WHO, और सरकार द्वारा वदये गए आदेशो ंका पालन 

करके ही अपने आप को एवं अपने देश को बचा सकते हैं।  
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विश्व भर में आग की तरह फैलने वाले कोरोना वायरस का 

स्वागत भारत ने 22 दिनोों के सोंपूर्ण लॉकडॉउन से दकया था 

और कोदिि की थी दक ज्यािा से ज्यािा दजोंिदगयाों बचाई जा 

सके, भले इसके दलए हमें जीदवका को छोड़ना पडे़। आगे भी 

लॉकडॉउन का यह दसलदसला रुका नही ों। लेदकन लोंबे समय 

के दलए जीदवका के मूल्ोों पर जीवन का चुनाव तो मोंहगा 

पड़ना ही था, इसदलए अोंजाम यह हुआ है दक न जीवन बच 

पा रहा है और जीदवका तो है ही नही ों। हालाोंदक लॉकडॉउन 

3.0 में कुछ मामुली छूट के साथ जीदवका को चालू करने की 

कोदिि की गई, लेदकन अथणव्यवस्था पटरी पर नही ों लाई जा 

सकती थी। सरकारी आोंकड़ोों की बात करे तो भारत में 

कोदवड-19 की मृतु्य िर 4% के आस-पास है, जो दक दवश्व में 

सबसे कम है लेदकन इन आोंकड़ोों में उन मौतोों को िादमल 

नही ों दकया गया है जो लॉकडॉउन के कारर् हुई हैं। ये वो मौते 

है जो भूख के कारर्, सही समय पर मेदडकल सुदवधा ना दमल 

पाने के कारर्, रासे्त में िम तोड़ते मजिूरोों की, औरोंगाबाि 

रेल हािसा और दविाखापट्टनम के गैस लीक में मरने वाले 

और कई का दहसाब तो है ही नही ों। अब तो इसका सोंक्रमर् 

हमारी अथणव्यवस्था में भी फैल गया है और इससे दकतनी 

दजोंिदगयाों प्रभादवत होगी इसका अनुमान लगाया नही ों जा 

सकता है। 

माोंग की कमी और बढ़ती बेरोजगारी की समस्या के बीच 

सप्लाई चेन की समस्या ने अब हमारी अथणव्यवस्था को घेर 

दलया है। कृदि और सदवणस सेक्टर का सहायक स्तोंभ मानी 

जाने वाली इोंडस्ट्र ी सेक्टर की स्स्थदत बि्तर हो चुकी है। अपै्रल 

की मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग पीएमआई में अब तक की सबसे बड़ी 

दगरावट 27.4 प्वाइोंट्स की िजण की गई है जो दक माचण में 51.8 

प्वाइोंट्स थी।  

वही ों 8 कोर इोंडस्ट्र ीज दजनका आईआईपी में 40.27% का 

वेटेज है, उनके उत्पािन में भी -6.47% की भरी दगरावट 

आयी है, ऑटो सेक्टर प्रदतदिन लगभग ₹2300 करोड़ की 

आय का नुक़सान झेल रहा है। दनयाणत बन्द होने के कारर् 

टेक्सटाइल फैक्टरीज बन्द पडे़ हैं। यही नही ों, माचण में मात्र 

एक सप्ताह के लॉकडॉउन के कारर् आईआईपी में 

16.7% की सबसे बड़ी दगरावट आई जो दक अपै्रल 1982 

से अब तक की सबसे बड़ी दगरावट थी, ऐसे में भदवष्य में 

आईआईपी का क्या होगा इसका अोंिाजा लगाया जा 

सकता है। कोरोनावायरस की वजह से केवल इोंडस्स्ट्र योों के 

उत्पािन में ही कमी नही ों आई बस्ि इसके चलते मजिूरोों 

की छटनी, वेतन में कटौती जैसे किम भी उठाने पड़ रहे 

हैं और इसके बाि भी घरेलू माोंग में कमी की वजह से 

इनकी हालत सुधारना मुस्िल है। 

कोविड19 से पहले की स्थिती : 

अथणव्यवस्था में आई सुस्ती ने इोंडस्स्ट्र यल सेक्टर की रफ्तार 

बहुत धीमी कर िी। ये वो सेक्टर है जो दकसानोों की आय 

बढ़ाने में और सदवणस सेक्टर में नए रोजगार पैिा करने में 

मिि करता हैं। इकोनोदमक सवे 2019-20 के मुतादबक 

जीवीए में इोंडस्स्ट्र यल सेक्टर का कुल योगिान लगभग 

30% है और ये भारत के लगभग 24.89% कायणबल को 

रोजगार भी िेता है। एनएसएसओ के मुतादबक, 

आईआईपी के आधार पर अपै्रल-फरवरी 2019-20 में 

इोंडस्ट्र ीज में 0.9% का दवकास िेखा गया है जो दक 2018-

19 में 4% था। इोंडस्स्ट्र यल उत्पािन में 75.5% का दहस्सा 

रखने वाले मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग सेक्टर जीडीपी में 18% का 

योगिान िेता है और साथ में 12% जनसोंख्या को रोजगार 

भी िेता है। उसका 2019-20 के एच1 में -0.2% का 

दवकास िेखा गया, यहाों तक दक कृदि के बाि 
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अिथव्यिथिा 
 
 

कोरोना संक्रमण की जद में है भारतीय अिथव्यिथिा। 

अवदवत गुप्ता 

छात्रा                                             

(िावणज्य संकाय, काशी वहंदू विश्वविद्यालय) 

 



सबसे ज्यािा रोजगार िेने वाली (10.75% लोगो को) 

टेक्सटाइल इोंडस्ट्र ी ने भी अपै्रल-फरवरी 2019-20 में -1.2% 

का दवकास हादसल दकया, ऑटो सेक्टर तो पहले से ही डूबा 

झुआ है।  

पूरे दवश्व के कुल मचेंडाइज उत्पाि का महज 1.7% ही भारत 

से दनयाणत होता है। आईआईपी के आधार पर अपै्रल-फरवरी 

2019-20 में मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग में कुल दवकास 0.6% का हुआ 

जो की 2018-19 में 3.9 % था, जबदक इकोनोदमक सवे 

2019-20 में इोंडस्ट्र ी सेक्टर में 2.5% के दवकास का अनुमान 

और मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग में महज 2% का अनुमान लगाया गया है 

जो आईआईपी के मुतादबक िूर-िूर तक पूरा होता नही ों दिख 

रहा है। ये सभी आोंकडे़ इोंडस्ट्र ी सेक्टर की बि्तर हालत को 

दिखा रहे हैं।  

िैवश्वक स्तर पर वकतने हैं हम तैयार : 

चीन में जने्म इस वैदश्वक महामारी के कारर् और चीन के 

तथ्ोों के दछपाने के कारर् बहुत से िेि अपनी इोंडस्ट्र ीज िूसरे 

िेि में ले जाना चाहते है। ये भारत के दलए अपनी अथणव्यवस्था 

को रफ्तार िेने और इोंडस्स्ट्र यल सेक्टर में नई जान फूकने के 

दलए अच्छा मौका हो सकता है। लेदकन अगर पूरे दवश्व से 

तुलना की जाए तो हम इस मौके का दकतना लाभ उठा सकते 

है यह कुछ तथ्ोों से ये स्पष्ट हो सकता है:-  

* डबू्लईएफ ने ग्लोबल मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग इने्डक्स में भारत को 

30वें स्थान पर "लेगेसी" गु्रप में रखा है, दजसका मतलब है 

हमारे िेि में भदवष्य में अच्छा प्रििणन करने की िस्ि है 

लेदकन जोस्खम भी ज्यािा है। 

* आरबीआई के मुतादबक, अकू्टबर-दिसोंबर 2019 में 

मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग कों पदनयो में कैपेदसटी यूदटलाइजेिन सबसे 

कम रहा है, महज 68.6% जो यह ििाणता है दक इतनी बड़ी 

आबािी में भी माोंग कम है। कों पदनयाों अपने पूरे क्षमता पर 

काम नही ों कर पा रही है।  

* डबू्लईएफ ने 2018 में िेिोों की एक सूची बनाई जो 

औद्योदगक क्राोंदत में पूोंजी लगाने के दलए सबसे दप्रय स्थान 

होोंगे। दजसमें यूएसए ने प्रथम स्थान पाया और भारत ने 44 

वाों स्थान पाया।  

लेदकन ये गड़ना 2018 की है जब इोंडस्स्ट्र यल सेक्टर का 

प्रििणन इतना बुरा नही ों था और 2019 का प्रििणन तो हमसे 

छूपा नही ों है।  

* दडमाोंड द्वारा चलने वाली हमारी अथणव्यवस्था में दडमाोंड 

की इतनी कमी और कोदवड 19 के बाि आधी जनसोंख्या 

में नकि की कमी से माोंग और भी बुरी तरह प्रभादवत हो 

सकती हैं। एसे में कोई अपनी इोंडस्ट्र ी क्योों लगाना चाहेगा? 

*मजिूरोों की घर वापसी के कारर् तमाम ररयायतोों के बाि 

भी इोंडस्स्ट्र योों का सुचारू रूप से चलना सोंभव नही ों और 

अब तो आने वाले समय में ररवसण माइगे्रिन का सोंकट भी 

इोंडस्स्ट्र योों को झेलना पड़ सकता है। 

हालादक  इन सभी  चुनौदतयोों के बीच हमारे पास सबसे 

युवा जनसोंख्या और दवश्व की तीसरा सबसे बड़ा माकेट होने 

के लाभ भी है। मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग सेक्टर को 5 साल लग गए 

जीडीपी में होने वाले योगिान में 1% की वृस्ि करने में एसे 

में यदि सरकार सच में मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग से जीडीपी में 25% 

योगिान चाहती है और 10 करोड़ नए रोजगार िेना चाहती 

है तो इस लक्ष्य को पूरा करने के दलए इससे अच्छा मौका 

दफर नही ों दमल सकता है। अब जरूरत है तो आने वाली 

इोंडस्ट्र ीज का स्वागत करने की , मतलब अपने िेि में एसे 

अवसर उन कों पदनयोों को दिए जाए जो उन्हें यहाों आने पर 

मजबूर कर िे। ससे्त और सक्षम मजिूर, जो इोंडस्ट्र ीज 

अच्छा नही ों कर पा रही है उन्हें नई इोंडस्ट्र ीज को िे दिया 

जाए तादक  वो नई टेक्नोलॉजी और वैदश्वक मानक के 

उत्पाि से इन डूबती हुई इोंडस्ट्र ीज को बचा सकती है, 

के्रदडट इन इोंडस्स्ट्र योों के दलए सुलभ कराए जाए, जो दपछडे़ 

के्षत्र है वहा नई इोंडस्स्ट्र योों के प्लाोंट लगाने के दलए भरपूर 

इोंसेंदटव दिया जाए। इससे के्षत्रीय असमानता भी िूर होगी।  

सबसे अदधक जरूरी है उदचत दलक्वदडटी फ्लो के जररए 

दडमाोंड बढ़ाया जाए साथ ही साथ दनयाणत में भी इोंडस्स्ट्र यल 

वसु्तओों का दहस्सा बढ़ाया जाए। इोंडस्स्ट्र या खुि आकर 

उत्पािन िुरू करे इसका इोंतजार करने से और तकण -

कुतकण  करने से बेहतर होगा हम उन्हें बुलाए और 

लाकडाउन में थोड़ी और छुट िेते हुए िेि को चौथे 

औद्योदगक क्राोंदत के दलए तैयार करे। 
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कोरोना की िस्तक ने दवश्व के लगभग सभी िेिोों को घरोों में 

कैि कर दिया। भारत भी इससे अछूता नही ों रहा है। इसने 

लगभग सभी के्षत्रोों को प्रभादवत दकया है। दिक्षा व्यवस्था और 

छात्र इससे सबसे ज्यािा त्रस्त हैं। यूनेस्को के अनुसार, ये 

िेिव्यापी बोंि िुदनया के 186 िेिोों के 72% से अदधक 

दवद्यादथणयोों को प्रभादवत कर रहा है। सू्कल बोंि होने के कारर् 

27 अपै्रल तक लगभग 1.725 दबदलयन छात्र प्रभादवत हुए हैं। 

इसके नुकसान को कम करने के दलए तमाम बडे़ दिक्षर् 

सोंस्थानोों का दडदजटल प्रर्ाली की ओर रुझान बढ़ा है। हमारे 

दिक्षर् दिक्षर् सोंस्थानोों को दडदजटलाइज करने और 

ऑनलाइन दिक्षा को सुचारू रूप से चलाने के दलए अभी 

बहुत काम करना बाकी है। हमने ऐसे दिक्षर् प्रर्ाली का 

दनमाणर् दकया है जो अनुकूलदनय नही ों है। दपछले 100 विों में 

दिक्षा के्षत्र में कोई बड़ा सुधार नही ों हुआ है। बहुत लोंबे समय 

से हम उसी प्रर्ाली का अनुसरर् कर रहे हैं।  

लेदकन ये महामारी हमारे समाज में बडे़ बिलाव करने की 

क्षमता रखता है। इस महामारी के खत्म होने के बाि दवश्व में 

आए बिलाव को प्री और पोस्ट् कोरोना के रूप में महसूस 

दकया जा सकेगा। दिक्षा ही नही ों हर के्षत्र में जो खुि को अचे्छ 

से ढालेगा और एक ऐसे व्यवस्था का दनमाणर् करेगा जो लचीला 

और अनुकूलदनय हो वही आगे आने वाली समस्याओों का 

सामना कर पाएगा। 

ऐसा भी नही ों है सरकारोों ने दिक्षा के दलए दडदजटल पे्लटफॉमण 

बनाने के दलए कुछ नही ों दकया। इस विण के दवत्तीय बजट में 

कें द्र सरकार ने 100 कॉलेजोों में ऑनलाइन दिक्षा के दलए 

प्रावधान दकए हैं। कोरोना वायरस की वजह से हुए लॉकडाउन 

से हो रहे छात्रोों के नुकसान को िेखते हुए कें द्रीय मानव 

सोंसाधन दवकास मोंत्रालय (एचआरडी) ने कुछ किम उठाए 

हैं। 

अपै्रल 2020 को कें द्रीय मानव सोंसाधन दवकास मोंत्रालय ने 

भारत में ऑनलाइन दिक्षा में सुधार के दलए सुझाव इकट्ठा 

करने के उदे्दश्य से नई दिल्ली में एक सप्ताह तक चलने 

वाला 'भारत पढ़ो ऑनलाइन' अदभयान की िुरुआत की। 

इसका मुख्य उदे्दश्य मौजूिा दडदजटल दिक्षा पे्लटफामण को 

बढ़ावा िेने के िौरान आने वाली चुनौदतयोों और बाधाओों को 

िूर करने के दलए सुझाव या समाधान साझा करने के दलए 

भारत भर के दविेिज्ोों को आमोंदत्रत करना था। इन सुझावोों 

से पारोंपररक कक्षाओों में उनके सामने आने वाली चुनौदतयोों 

को ऑनलाइन दिक्षा के माध्यम से िूर दकया जा सकता है। 

इसके बाि अपै्रल 22, 2020 को कें द्रीय मानव सोंसाधन 

मोंत्रालय ने िीक्षा एप पर 'दवद्यािान 2.0' का िुभारोंभ दकया। 

इसका उदे्दश्य दिक्षादविोों, सोंगठनोों और इ-लदनिंग सामग्री 

को एक साथ लाना है। दजसका उपयोग िेि भर के लाखोों 

बच्ोों द्वारा िीक्षा एप पर कही ों भी और कभी भी सीखने के 

दलए दकया जा सके। 

इसके पहले 17 जून 2015 को िुरू दकए गए नेिनल 

दडदजटल लाइबे्ररी ऑफ़ इों दडया (एनडीएल) का उदे्दश्य 

िेि के सभी नागररकोों को दडदजटल िैदक्षक सोंसाधन 

उपलब्ध कराना है। ये दवद्यादथणयोों, दिक्षकोों, िोधकताणओों 

आदि के दलए दनिुि उपलब्ध है। यहाों 60 से अदधक 

प्रकार के दिक्षर् सोंसाधन उपलब्ध है जैसे दकताबें, लेख, 

वीदडयो थीदसस आदि। 

अगस्त 2016 में एचआरडी मोंत्रालय ने 'स्वयोंप्रभा' नाम से 

32 टीवी चैनलोों का िुभारोंभ दकया था दजसका उदे्दश्य 

प्राथदमक, माध्यदमक और उच् दिक्षा ले रहे छात्रोों को 

उनके दवियोों को बेहतर ढोंग से समझने में और प्रदतस्पधी 

परीक्षाओों की तैयारी में उनकी मिि करना था। 

 

वशक्षा 
 
 

कोविड-19 और भारतीय वशक्षण संथिानो ंकी तैयारी।  

वदपांशु वसंह  

छात्र                                             

(िावणज्य संकाय, काशी वहंदू विश्वविद्यालय) 
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5 दसतोंबर 2017 को एचआरडी दमदनस्ट्र ी और राष्टर ीय 

अध्यापक दिक्षा पररिि (एनसीटीई) ने दिक्षकोों के दलए एक 

दडदजटल राष्टर ीय मोंच की आवश्यकता को सोंबोदधत करने के 

दलए एक पहल की और इसे िीक्षा का नाम दिया। यह पोटणल 

दिक्षकोों और छात्रोों िोनोों के दलए समग्र दिक्षा सुदनदित करता 

है। 

ऑनलाइन क्लास के दलए मोबाइल या लैपटॉप की जरूरत 

पड़ती है। लेदकन एक ररपोटण के अनुसार भारत में लगभग 50 

परसेंट से ज्यािा लोगोों के पास लैपटॉप या मोबाइल उपलब्ध 

नही ों है। इसके अलावा ऑनलाइन क्लास के दलए अचे्छ 

इोंटरनेट कनेस्क्टदवटी की भी जरूरत होती है।  

भारतीय िूरसोंचार दनयामक प्रादधकरर् (TRAI) द्वारा जारी 

आोंकड़ोों के अनुसार, िेि में 48.4 का इोंटरनेट डेंदसटी है। यह 

जनसोंख्या में प्रदत 100 लोगोों पर इोंटरनेट ग्राहकोों की सोंख्या 

का प्रदतदनदधत्व करता है। भले ही िेि की 66% आबािी गाोंवो ों 

में रहती है, लेदकन ग्रामीर् इोंटरनेट डेंदसटी दसफण  25.3 है। 

इसकी तुलना में िहरी के्षत्रोों में इोंटरनेट डेंदसटी 97.9 है। भारत 

में ऐसे बहुत से गाोंव और आदिवासी इलाके हैं जहाों इोंटरनेट 

कनेस्क्टदवटी नही ों है ऐसे में वहाों रहने वाले बचे् ऑनलाइन 

क्लास कैसे कर पाएों गे? 

ऑनलाइन दिक्षा दसफण  िहरी या इोंटरनेट की उपलब्धता वाले 

के्षत्रोों तक ही सीदमत ना रहे इसके दलए मानव सोंसाधन दवकास 

मोंत्रालय ने 'पीएम ई-दवद्या' योजना की िुरुआत की है। इस 

योजना के तहत 12 डीटीएच चैनल िुरू दकए जाएों गे, प्रते्यक 

चैनल एक कक्षा के दलए समदपणत है। ये सभी चैनल स्वयोंप्रभा 

के 32 चैनलोों में से ही उपलब्ध कराए जाएों गे। ये योजना कक्षा 

1 से 12 तक के दलए है। आध्यन सामग्री, अलग-अलग 

भािाओों में छात्रोों के घरोों तक पहुोंचाई जाएगी। 

 

 

 

 

 

लेदकन ये सब दसफण  दडदजटल िैदक्षक सोंसाधन और 

वीदडयो के दलए पे्लटफॉमण है। एक कक्षा में सबसे जरूरी 

होता है अध्यापक और छात्र के बीच का सोंवाि। उसके 

दलए ऑनलाइन क्लास की जरूरत पडे़गी, दजसके दलए 

कोई भी दवश्वसनीय पे्लटफामण उपलब्ध नही ों है। ऐसा कोई 

एचआरडी मोंत्रालय का पोटणल नही ों है जहाों ऑनलाइन 

क्लासेज चल सके। 

दजसकी वजह से दिक्षर् सोंस्थान अन्य उपलब्ध एप का 

उपयोग कर ऑनलाइन क्लास चला रहे हैं। लेदकन उन 

सभी पर डाटा प्राइवेसी को लेकर लगातार सवाल उठते 

रहे है। गृह मोंत्रालय ने भी कहा है दक इनमें से कुछ ऐप 

सुरदक्षत नही ों हैं। वहाों से छात्रोों के डाटा चोरी हो सकते हैं। 

उसका उपयोग करने वालोों को सतकण  रहने को भी कहा 

गया है।  

इन सभी एप के प्राइवेसी नीदत दचोंता का दविय है, मोंत्रालय 

द्वारा जारी सूचना के बाि भी इसका उपयोग लगातार हो 

रहा है क्योोंदक अन्य कोई सुरदक्षत एप उपलब्ध भी नही ों है 

और इनका इसे्तमाल करना इतना आसान है दक लोग हर 

खतरे को नजोंिाज कर िे रहे हैं। 

स्स्थदतयाों सामान्य होने में अभी समय लगेगा। जब तक 

इसका खतरा है तब तक सोिल दडस्ट्ेंदसोंग का ध्यान रखना 

पडे़गा। लेदकन इससे छात्रोों का बहुत नुकसान होगा। ऐसे 

में एचआरडी मोंत्रालय को एक ऐसा पे्लटफामण दवकदसत 

करने की जरूरत है जहाों दिक्षक छात्रोों की लाइव क्लास 

ले सकें  और छात्रोों और दिक्षकोों के बीच एक साथणक सोंवाि 

हो सके। साथ ही साथ हर छात्र तक स्माटण फोन पहुोंचाने, 

दडदजटल दलटर ेसी बढ़ाने और पूरे भारत में इोंटरनेट 

कनेस्क्टदवटी को सुधारने का भी प्रयास करना होगा। 
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Amidst this Covid-19 pandemic, the world 

appears, as a Hollywood movie and the only 

thing missing on the roads are zombies. 

Nothing is safe around the globe neither 

health nor wealth. It seems we have actually 

gone 21 years back in time, not because 

decades-old Ramayan and Mahabharat 

came back to television but because of the 

terrifying estimates of economic indicators like 

GDP growth rate and unemployment rate. In 

this environment, the biggest dilemma 

among the governments is whether to lay 

stress on saving its people or to focus on 

saving its economy. As rightly said, Human 

resource is the biggest resource of any 

economy. If an economy wants to prosper, it 

must take care of its citizens and keep them 

healthy. However, if the government spends 

all its resources in saving lives without 

concentrating on the economy, it will have to 

pay a very huge cost. On the other hand, if 

the government just focuses on Economy 

giving less attention to lives of people then the 

country will be pushed towards an 

irrecoverable and horrifying situation (looking 

at the population and density of India). 

Therefore, the government needs to find a 

middle path where instead of “Saving the 

people v/s Saving the economy”, it would be 

better to think “Saving the people and the 

economy”. In addition, between Lives and 

Economy, comes another important concept  

i.e. Saving the livelihood and ensuring 

Employment, which will act as a bridge 

between these two. 

 

Desperate times call for desperate 

measures. IMF’s Chief economist Gita 

Gopinath has rightly said that the first priority 

of the nations dealing with this pandemic 

should be to deal with the health crisis. 

Certainly, lockdown is an appreciable step 

by the government complemented by 

testing, isolation and treatment of its 

people. This has prevented community 

transmission of the virus and helped India in 

keeping the COVID cases lower as compared 

to other countries. However, did the 

government actually succeed in saving lives? 

As soon as the lockdown was declared, 

factories started firing its labour, construction 

activities stopped, shops were not allowed to 

open and transportation activities were barred. 

This snatched jobs from the hands of crores of 

people. Government came with Pradhan 

Mantri Garib Kalyan Package aimed at giving 

food grains to the poor. But it seems that the 

benefit of this did not reach to Urban poor who 

first ran out of work and then out of money. 

Having no option left, despondent workers 

started moving back towards their villages and 

hometowns, the heartbreaking pictures of 

which we all must have seen on our television 

screens. Many of whom also met with the 

accidents and lost their lives, not due to corona 

but due to the unplanned decision and poor  
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management of lockdown by the government. 

Although, Central government has started Shramik 

Special trains from the first week of May for ferrying 

back migrants, but the non-cooperation between 

the center and states was clearly visible. Between 

all this chaos, the poor and the migrants are the 

ones who are suffering the most. What was their 

mistake? For what they are being punished? Is this 

how the government is paving way for 

‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’? Key for survival in this 

pandemic is to first guard and then nurse. It applies 

not only to the health of people but also to the 

health of the economy. It is a tough time for all the 

industries whether micro, small, medium or large. In 

the five tranches of ₹20 lakh crore-stimulus 

package announced by the Finance Minister, the 

government seems clearly determined for 

strengthening of the economy and becoming a 

global player in the coming years. Along with the 

credit facilities to the businesses, it also lays 

foundation for many administrative reforms. Be it 

tweaking the definition of MSMEs, concept of One 

Nation-One Ration card or Opening up all the 

sectors for Private companies. All this will benefit 

the nation in long term, will help in making India 

Aatmanirbhar and mark its notable presence in 

global supply chain. However, was it the right time 

to introduce all these worthy reforms when the 

nation was in much need of a stimulus package 

that would support its survival? 

 

As presented by the Finance Minister, multiple 

schemes of availing loan (even collateral free 

loans) for MSMEs will surely provide a helping hand 

to them. Credit facility of up to ₹10,000 for street 

vendors will also help in reestablishing them. More 

funding in MGNREGA and increasing its wage rate 

from ₹182 to ₹202 will create employment 

opportunities in rural areas. But for a large chunk of 

population, which have migrated back to villages, 

are these few policies sufficient? Job security 

for these people should have been the priority 

of government. Heavy investment in capital 

projects is needed in the backward regions of 

labor-intensive states, so that these people get 

employment and can earn their livelihood. Just 

ensuring food to them, will not make India self-

reliant.  

Aggregate demand plays a major role in the 

economy. And ‘Demand’ was also among the 

five pillars of Self Reliant India, as quoted by the 

Prime Minister in his remarkable speech. But 

how the government is going to create 

Demand? Unless and until people have money 

in their hand, Demand will not rise. Even Noble 

laureate Economist Abhijit Banerjee tells that 

the easiest way to create demand is putting 

money in the hands of the people through 

direct transfers, like to the bottom sixty per cent 

of people (in terms of income). It will provide 

the requisite impetus to the economy. Then, 

why the government is reluctant to act in this 

direction? It would be worthy to state here that 

after Doctors and Police, these Economists are 

the one who are going to save our nation. 

 

Talking of the two oldest civilizations of the 

world- China and India, Ek Dard de raha 

(Coronavirus) aur doosra Dawa 

(Hydroxychloroquine). Many Multinational 

companies want to come out of China and shift 

their factories to another country. India could 

become their preferred investing destination. 

India should not lose such a huge opportunity 

but for that, ‘Red-tapism’ should substitute with 

‘Red-carpet’. If India is able to grab its first-

mover advantage then all the Fiscal Deficit of 

government will soon fade away and 

employment opportunities will be generated 

large scale.  
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The year 2020 will always be remembered as an eye-opener for the world. This Coronavirus has 

taught us many lessons. However, the Class is still not over. The pandemic, risk and fear continues 

and so does our lessons. Ending on an optimistic, determined and motivating note with a self-

written quote:- 

 

“World is in crisis but don’t lose HOPE                                                                                                                                                                                

that seems to be the only way to struggle and to cope                                                                                                                                 

Be ready to serve and forget the word Nope                                                                                      

Coz this corona battle is a tug-of-war, so strengthen up to pull the rope.” 

JAI HIND

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India  has  set  an  example  for  world  

through  its  intrepid  fight  against  COVID-     

19.  Indian  states have  shown  remarkable  

coordination  with  the  Central  government  

in  this  scenario.  Some states are performing 

extraordinarily.  One of them is Kerala.  Being  

considered  as  “  model  state"  in  this battle,  

it  is  setting  global  benchmarks  to  combat  

the  pestilence.  While  the  national  

average  of recovery  rates  is  28.71%,  for  

Kerala  it  stands  at  93%.  The  mortality  rate  

of  COVID-19  in  India  is only  3.29%,  near  

20  times  less  than  the  global  rate.  Kerala  

has  the  lowest  mortality  rate  of 0.58%  (one  

of  the  lowest  in  the  world). One interesting  

fact  with  Kerala  is  that  its  state  

government  even  opposes  the  term  

‘social distancing’.  

It believes that this term has the essence of 

casteism.  

 

In  fact,  Kerala  started  a  term called  

‘physical  distancing'  and  'social  solidarity’.  

Currently,  the  state    has  Left  Front-led 

government  and  was  among  the  first  to  

introduce  precautionary  state-wide  

measures  against the  COVID-19  pandemic.  

It was the first State to record a positive 

patient.  The  government started  training  for  

healthcare  staff  and  surveillance  at  

international  airports  on  January  23,  as soon  

as  the  World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  

declared  alert  for  novel  coronavirus.  The  

Kerala node  of  the  Integrated  Disease  

Surveillance  Programme  (IDSP)  immediately  

activated  district surveillance  units. 

 

Covid-19 
 
 

Kerala  Stands  Exemplary  in  Battle  Against  Covid-19,  Gives  

Lessons  Worth  to  Be  Learnt   

Aditi Jaiswal  
Student 

Faculty of Commerce, BHU  

 

FETC | Vol 01 | 20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



. Over  the  last  15 years,  Kerala  has  Kerala  

is  one  of  the  biggest  exporters  of  Human  

capital.  After  the  announcement  of  

nationwide lockdown,  a  large  number  of  

non-residents  retorted,  which  caused  an  

instantaneous  spread  of new  infections.  

When  the  Covid-19  broke  down  in  Kerala,  

it  was  still  recovering  from  the  last year’s  

disastrous  flood.  

 

The  Nipah  virus,  which  hit  Kerala  in  2018  

claimed  17  lives  in  a  single  month,  shook  

the  state’s health  system  due  to  which  

the  state  was  already  prepared.  

According  to  Rajeev  Sadanandan, former  

Health  Secretary  of  Kerala,  “Kerala  

learned  valuable  lessons  from  managing  

the  Nipah outbreak  and  gained  the  

confidence  to  handle  future  epidemics  

from  unfamiliar  pathogens.  The lesson  

from  the  Nipah  outbreak  helped  to  track  

the  contacts  of  infected  persons".  

Government of  Kerala  arranged  4,603  

relief  camps  where  today  1,44,145  

migrant  labourers  are  spending their  

tough  time.  Various  efforts  were  made  

to  fulfil  the  needs  of  'guest  labourers'  as  

soon  as  the pandemic  hit  the  state  at  

the  end  of  January.  A  number  of  

initiatives  were  taken  to  protect  lives and  

livelihood  of  people  from  the  attack  of  

this  virulent  foe,  such  as-    leveraging  

local governments  to  provide  food  and  

basic  amenities,  setting  up  community  

kitchens,  distribution  of food  kits  and  

appointing  senior  IAS  officers  at  the  state  

level  to  administer  these  efforts.  

The  state  has  communicated  effectively  in  

different  languages  to  educate  all,  

including  migrants.  

 

It  is  following  a  three-  tier  system  to  control  

the  spread:   An  empowered  local  

government system;  2-  A  well-functioning  

primary  healthcare  network;  3-    Lessons  

from  the  Nipah  virus.  But such  immediate  

and  effective  strategy  is  not  the  outcome  

of  one-day  effortsbeen  working  to  

strengthen  its  healthcare  structure.  The  

“Aardram  Mission”  in particular,  have  built  

a  strong  healthcare  foundation  and  

network  at  the  local  level  across  the state.  

As  per  the  second  edition  of  the  'Healthy  

States-  Progressive  India  report  (2019)'  

released by  NITI  Aayog,  Kerala  scored  

74.01%  and  topped  in  the  list  of  best  

performing  State  in  the health  sector  

among  the  21  large  States.  

 

Kerala  has  tested  aplenty  number  of  the  

suspects  throughout  the  State.  As  per  

state government  "Every  contact  of  each  

positive  person  are  home  quarantined  for  

the  incubation period, i.e.,  14  days.  Health  

workers  and  ASHA  workers  follow  up  with  

them,  by  phone,  every morning  and  

evening  for  entire  Kerala  has  tested  an  

ample  number  of  the  suspect  throughout 

the  State.  As  per  state  government  "Every  

contact  of  each  positive  person  are  

home quarantined  for  the  incubation  

period,i.e.,  14  days.  Health  workers  and  

ASHA  workers  follow  up with  them,  by  

phone,  every  morning  and  evening   
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for  the  entire  incubation  period.  If  the  

patient reports  any  symptoms,  they  are  

presumed  COVID-19  positive,  and  

transported  in  designated ambulances  to  

an  isolation  ward  in  designated  

treatment  centres  and  tested.  If  a  

person  tests positive,  the  cycle  begins  

again:  all  their  contacts  are  identified  

and  followed  up  with."  

 

During  the  Nipah  outbreak,  Kerala  

learned  that  transparency  is  a  necessary  

condition  for  an effective  and  rapid  

response.  The  Kerala  government  has  set  

up  18  committees  and  holds  daily 

evening  meetings  to  evaluate  the  

situation,  issuing  media  updates  about  

those  quarantined, tested  and  

hospitalized.  In  these  meetings,  Chief  

Minister  provides  daily  updates  via  a  

televised address,  in  which  he  informs  

citizens  on  the  number  of  new  cases,  

recoveries,  and  deaths;  he outlines  the  

actions  the  government  has  taken  and 

 

reinforces  the  importance  of  precautionary 

measures,  such  as  physical  distancing. 

States  are  complaining  that  they  don't  

have  adequate  fund  to  counter  this  

pandemic.  Kerala is also one of them.  It  

received  low  relief  fund  by  the  Central  

Government  for  tackling  the pandemic,  still,  

through  appropriate  and  effective  early  

actions,  it  has  successfully  slowed  the 

spread  of  infection  in  the  state,  largely  by  

promoting  physical  distancing  and  mainly  

sanitary precautionary  measures,  and  

providing  better  protection  for  health  staff  

well  before  the lockdown  was  imposed  in  

India  in  late  March.  
 

Kerala  is  the  state  which  has  demonstrated    an  

exemplary  ideal  for  the  entire  country  about  the 

importance  of  a  well-structured  health  system  

and  the  significance  of  high  literacy  rate.  One 

may  contradict  with  the  current  Kerala  

government  ideology  but  it’s  illustrious  resistance  

against the  malignant  outbreak  is  undeniably  

appreciable  and  gives  lessons  worth  to  be  

learnt. 
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‘Yes, I make charities but it isn’t a big deal, 

it’s my responsibility towards society’. 

This quote by Indian filmstar Mr. Akshay 

Kumar reminds us of the truth that not only 

government but various famous 

personalities, voluntary associations and 

Indian citizens are supporting our nation in 

fighting against this pandemic. Covid-19 has 

brought a battlefield elsewhere. It is not 

limited to a nation or its boundaries but it is 

widespread and has caused a global 

pandemic. To curb and control its 

widespread GOI had declared lockdown in 

4 different phase which is still ongoing and 

everything is unpredictable regarding the 

future course of action. Although the 

lockdown has been costly in terms of 

increasing economic hardship, unsettled 

lives, devastation faced by millions but a 

minor delay could have resulted in a hike in 

cases.  

 

Various research houses and industry bodies 

have reported that 84.26 lakh people have 

been provided meals out of which nearly 

37% of people are being fed up by NGOs. As 

per India Today Report, in 13 states, NGOs 

fed more people than the government did In 

this pandemic. Meals have been served to 

stranded migrants labourers and the poor 

who have been hit worst owing to loss of 

income during the lockdown. Not just food, 

NGOs are also sheltering people through 

shelter homes. 

 

As per a new report of International Labour 

Organization (ILO),  81% of Indian’s workforce 

employed in the informal sector out of which 

1/3rd were working as casual labourers. The 

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)  has already 

issued an advisory to states to utilize the 

services of NGOs. Various measures have 

been taken by NGOs along with government 

to provide reliefs to the poorest and 

vulnerable people in various ways like — 

 Shelter homes for homeless  

 Community Kitchen  

 Distributing masks and sanitizers  

 Spreading awareness  

The volunteers have been taking necessary 

hygiene precautions by wearing gloves,  

mask, and using hand sanitizers during food 

distribution. Some of the voluntary 

associations/ NGOs which are aactively 

involved in serving the needy during this 

pandemic areas — 

 

1) Network for Youth Development and 

Healthy Environment (NYDHEE)  

The main focus of this voluntary association is 

to serve the lowest strata of society like daily 

wagers, construction workers, street vendors 

etc. through supplying dry meals. Along with 

it, their volunteers are also educating 

households, community groups on various 

aspects like how to maintain social 

distancing, hand washing and other 

measures they must adopt to avoid 

contamination. 
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2) Care India 

 

It is a global humanitarian platform which 

is operating across over 90 countries 

helping the marginalized communities in 

the fight against COVID-19. In India, it has 

1400+ teams working with the 

government of Bihar in supporting the 

Government in contact tracing, 

monitoring, infection control laboratory 

hospitals strengthening for the fight 

against COVID-19. 

 

3) National Youth Union  

It is a Pune based union which is working 

since the beginning of lockdown. It 

focuses mainly on health care and thus 

started distributing soaps, masks & gloves. 

During their interaction with people at 

ground level, they realize that women 

may find it difficult to buy sanitary 

products because it is not included in the 

list of essential items. So they started 

distributing sanitary products and 

medicated soaps to those who could not 

afford it.  

 

4) Zomato Feeding India  

It is operating on Pan level in our country 

with the Motto of ‘Feed the daily wagers'. 

Since the bbeginning of lockdown it has 

started providing food support to families 

of marginalized communities across cities 

who might have Lost employment. Each 

meal kit contains a combination of basic 

staples such as wheat flour, rice & two 

kinds of pulses. 

 

5) Give India  

It is an online donation platform operating 

on Pan Level in India in order to channelize 

resources to credible NGOs across India.  

It is indirectly functioning and collecting 

funds for — 

*Donation for food parcels. 

*Hygiene kits for those residing in highly 

infected areas.  

 

6) Sustainable Environment and Ecological 

Development Society (SEEDS)    

It is also operating in many states of India like 

Bihar, Delhi, Karnataka, Kerala, 

Maharashtra, Odisha and Uttarakhand and 

are providing financial and essential services 

support to daily wage earners, the supply of 

hygiene kits and food to poor families, old 

age homes and orphanages. It supports the 

Government through establishment of 

temporary quarantine facilitates, where 

needed.  

          

7) Humanity First 

It is serving the needy and unprivileged 

section of various states like Kerala, 

Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Tamil Nadu, Himanchal Pradesh, Odisha, 

Kolkata, Delhi, Punjab, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh 

and Kashmir by donating grocery items, 

masks, sanitizers, gloves & drinking water. 

 

8) HelpAge India  

Due to decreased immunity and body 

working capacity as well as multiple 

associated diseases like diabetes, 

hypertension and kidney disease in elderly 

people they are at higher risk.  
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HelpAge India is connected with a wide 

network of Senior Citizens and is giving them 

vital info about the pandemic, health 

advisories and necessary precautions. Along 

with it, HelpAge is providing free meals to 

poor section, protective hygiene kits and 

free medicines and healthcare facilities to 

the needy people. Along with there are 

many other voluntary associations which are 

engaged in providing basic amenities at 

state levels which areas: Kashtakari 

Panchayat, Akshaya Patra Foundation, 

Kashiyaan Foundation, Uday Foundation, 

Annamrita, Habitat for Humanity, NGO Safa, 

Goonj, Sharnarthi Sewa, United Way, Rise 

Against Hunger India (RAHI) and many more. 

 

We all have little clarities on what lies ahead 

and when we all will be out of this pandemic. 

Government can’t do it alone, it requires 

cooperation and coordination from the 

public in order to reduce the misery of people 

as early as possible. All we could do to is to 

take necessary precautions, spreading 

awareness and accurate information, follow 

lockdown, isolation, stop forwarding fake 

news and reports and more focus should be 

on saving lives by serving the needy people 

in our surroundings. Together, we shall 

overcome and once again we could 

achieve peace.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As our country fights against the pandemic 

caused by the deadly corona virus, the 

shadow pandemic lurks right behind. India 

reports heavy surge in cases related to the 

domestic violence in the ongoing lockdown. 

Domestic violence is an act of physically, 

sexually, 6psychologically or economically 

abusing a family member or intimate partner 

to establish power over them. Gender-based 

violence have been prevalent in our society 

With domestic violence being the most 

common. During the times of emergencies 

like the current pandemic induced lockdown, 

these cases tend to rise steeply due to 

heightened insecurities and hardships. 

Evidently, cases of domestic violence are 

already on rise in India. According to the data 

released by the Punjab police, there has been 

a rise of 34% in cases related to domestic 

violence between March 20 and April 20.  

Delhi police received 1612 complaints related 
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 to domestic violence in the second week 

of April. The National Commission for 

Women (NCW) also registered 587 

domestic violence complaints between 

March 23 - April 16. Antecedently, the NCW 

had received 396 complaints from 27th 

February to 22nd March, reflecting a 

significant surge in number of complains 

since lockdown. Most of these complaints 

were made over a relaunched WhatsApp 

number -7217735372- for the cases related 

to domestic violence and only for the 

period of lockdown as it was expected that 

the cases will rise since many are locked in 

with their abusers.  

Studies suggest that these complaints are 

only a fraction of beaucoup unreported 

cases. Women are affrighted to reach out 

for help due to the already disrupted social 

and protective measures, fallout of the 

lockdown and ensuing continuous 

presence of the perpetrator. Also, many 

cases of violence go unreported due to the 

stigma around the cause and the 

acceptability, an outgrowth of the social 

norms. According to the National Family 

Health Survey (NFHS) study 2015-2016, 52% 

women and 42% men believed that it is 

acceptable for a husband to beat his wife. 

The same survey further revealed that one- 

third of Indian women have experienced 

domestic violence but only an exiguous 1% 

of victims reached out for help from police. 

The reason behind this rise in cases of abuse 

can be the frustration caused by the 

confinement at home and shortage  

In available resources. Added to it, the 

uncertainties pertaining all around, effect of 

unemployment and loss of income and 

savings worsen the situation. The risk of 

violence is further exacerbated as the Police 

forces are already facing heavy surge 

workload due to the pandemic induced 

lockdown and hence social issues like 

gender- violence are getting ignored. The 

restrictions on movement have further 

blocked any contacts with those sources 

which could be of any help, women are 

unable to seek help from neighbors or other 

family members. 

 

Moreover, the governments' step to open the 

liquor shops to resuscitate their distressed 

revenues will further worsen the plight of 

women as it may increase the violence at 

home. Studies have previously shown a direct 

link between alcohol consumption and 

abuse. As there is afore financial instability at 

homes, this may further stress the economic 

situation, men may use the available money 

to buy alcohol and cut on the essentials. 

Liquor will also fuel crimes like robberies, sexual 

assault etc. Ostensibly, the women at homes 

may have to bear the burden of relieving the 

economy. 

 

Global scenario 

The cases follow the same story around the 

globe, every country with stay-at-home orders 

faces the escalation in intimate partner 

violence. And this situation may turn more 

severe, as per the new data released by UN 

Population Fund (UNFPA) - at least 15 million  
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more cases of domestic violence can be 

expected for every 3 month the lockdown 

is extended. As per the World Health 

Organization (WHO) - the people at highest 

risk during these times are those women   

who are displaced, refugees or migrants 

and those living in conflicted areas. 

Women with disabilities and older women 

have higher chances of getting affected 

due to the violence during COVID-19. These 

women may also be denied basic medical 

facilities by the perpetrator. 

 

The effect of this violence can be long 

term, it affects the wellbeing and health of 

the victims and sometimes these violence 

are even fatal and end with the victim's life. 

The cost of domestic violence is not just 

personal but it rather burdens the whole 

economy. According to the WHO, the cost 

includes psychological costs, loss of 

productivity, loss in earnings, and other 

non-monetary costs. 

 

As per the study by the Copenhagen 

Consensus Center, using the 2013 data, the 

annual cost of Intimate Partner violence 

worldwide is $ 4.4 trillion (about 5.2% of 

world GDP). The actual figure may be 

much higher because these cases are 

mostly underreported. 

The stakes at the time of lockdown is higher as 

our health workers and hospitals are already 

under pressure.  

  

There are many Organizations working in order 

to control and minimize the effects of 

domestic violence. The NCW have 

relaunched their WhatsApp number. Other 

states like Kerala, Maharashtra, UP are 

launching a 24 hour helpline for women. Uttar 

Pradesh police has launched an initiative 

"suppress corona, not your voice" to 

encourage women to seek help from the 

police. The need of the hour is to ensure that 

more women feel empowered and 

comfortable in reaching out for help. 

 

The government must address the issue and 

make required amends to the policy 

considering the current situation. Government 

can also ensure safety by converting hotels 

and schools as immediate and temporary 

shelter homes for the victims. A team 

comprising police, counsellor and health 

workers must be formed for the easy and early 

rehabilitation of the abused. The mobilization 

of victims must be made easier. Giving the 

victims priority and ensuring their safety is of 

utmost importance to fight the shadow 

pandemic caused by Corona virus. 
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Soon after the announcement of stimulus 

package, finance minister followed a series 

of event to decode the allotment of funds to 

the different sectors from the stimulus 

package announced by Honourable PM 

Narendra Modi. In continuation with the 

chain of announcements on fifth day 

keeping at core the motto of ATMA NIRBHAR 

BHARAT, government announced several 

sectoral reforms to be undertaken in order to 

accelerate the growth of Indian economy. 

 

Focus and Aim of Government 

The focus of announcement made on the 

last day was on Sectoral Reforms with the 

aim of reviving the economy with PPP model. 

The government decided to increase the 

involvement of private players in various 

sector so as to increase the momentum of 

recovery and shifting on self-reliant based 

economic model. Government also doesn’t 

want to leave any stone unturned to lure the 

foreign players for investing on the Indian soil, 

thus it is doing every bit in order to increase 

the India’s Ease of Doing Business ranking 

which currently stands at 63 among 190 

countries. Several measures in this regard 

have already been taken earlier, such as- 

Eased compliance of corporate tax filing, 

GST filing, registering new companies, Excise 

& Customs, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code 

(IBC), Banking Sector, FDI norms etc.  

Some new sectoral reforms were announced 

to further economic growth as outlined 

below- 

 

Coal Sector 

 Government has decided to liberalize the 

entry of new entrants in this sector and 

commercialize the mining activities by 

involving the private player in the process 

and shifting on the revenue-sharing 

model. In order to improve operational 

efficiency, steps taken to incentivize the 

firms who shall produce before the 

deadline. Incentives will also be provided 

to the companies involved in the 

gasification process. 

  

Mineral Sector 

 Government decided to auction 500 

mining blocks and announced to bring 

forward new regime to ease the 

production process. 

 Joint auction of the necessary minerals in 

order to enhance industry 

competitiveness. 

 Removal of the distinction between 

captive and non-captive mines. 

 Rationalization of stamp duty and mining 

lease can be made transferable. 

 Mineral index for different minerals will be 

developed. 

 

Defense Sector 

Covid-19 
 
 

Sectoral Reforms for Systemic Revival 

Parth Srivastava 

(MBA, Finance) MNIT Jaipur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Decision to modify the list of weapons 

which shall not be allowed to import from 

outside and should be purchased from 

India. 

 Production of various arms should be 

done in India keeping defense standards 

in check. 

 Separate budget will be allotted for 

domestic capital procurement. 

 Corporatization, not privatization of 

ordnance factories. 

 Share of these companies to be floated in 

market. 

 FDI limit to be raised from 49% TO 74%. 

 Introduction of time bound procurement 

process 

 Realistic standard for General Staff 

Qualitative Requirement (GSQR). 

 

Civil Aviation 

Airspace Management 

It has been noted that only 60% of airspace 

is freely available because of various 

restrictions which will be increased for 

providing optimum utilization of air space. It 

will result in less fuel consumption as well as 

less air travel time. This will benefit both the 

customer and the government as both will 

be paying less now. 

 

PPE and Maintenance 

 6 new airports will be developed on PPE 

basis. 

 12 airports will get an additional 

investment from private players.  

MRO HUB (M-Maintenance R-Repair O-

Overhaul) 

 Government is planning to make India an 

MRO hub 

 It will result in low maintenances and in 

turn will decrease the price as well. 

 

Power distribution in Union Territory  

 Power distribution companies in the Union 

Territory will be privatized. 

 New tariff policy in which consumer will be 

charged fair amount by installing smart 

prepaid meters. 

 Power production will be increased. 

Social Infrastructure (Hospitals, Schools) 

 30% viability gap funding provided to 

increase private investment (earlier 20 %) 

 

Space 

 To welcome the private players by 

making provision which provides them a 

platform in satellite launch and other 

space related services. 

 Liberalizing geospatial data policy in 

order to enable Indian start-ups with 

efficient information so that they don’t 

depend on foreign players to get these 

data. 

 This provision enables private player to use 

the ISRO service in order to benefit India. 

 Future projects will also be open for 

private players. 

Atomic Energy 

 Research reactor will be established in 

PPE mode for production of medical 

isotopes (used for cancer treatment). 

 Establishing facility to use radiation 

technology for food preservation under 

PPP mode.  
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 Conclusion 

Bringing private players onboard and      

shifting to PPP model in these sectors seems 

to be a good move and will probably reap 

the fruits in the long-run. Private players will 

bring the capital, technical and 

managerial economies on the table, which 

is the need of the hour in order to revive the 

economy. Of course they won’t be 

bringing all these in the form of charity and 

may indulge in resource exploitation 

through manipulating the terms of 

government as per their will. There are 

underlying security threats as well related  

to crucial sectors like defense and atomic 

energy, preventing which might be an area of 

concern.  

Already suffering aviation sector is less 

attractive in terms of investment, luring 

investment in this sector will be a tough 

bargain altogether. Though these steps seem 

to be directed in a positive direction, sudden 

lifting of restrictions need adequate caution in 

order to prevent the backfire. Overall, the 

moves are definitely expected to attract the 

investors and foreign players to Indian soil and 

consequently furthered economic growth 

and well-being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The novel Coronavirus pandemic has 

brought a new paradigm of cooperation 

among nations. Bill Gates earlier compared 

Coronavirus to a World War, the only 

difference being that in this war all humans 

are on one side. The pestilence has brought 

entire world together; nations are helping 

each other to combat this deadly virus. 

Member countries of European Union 

notwithstanding their abilities, are supporting 

each other. France has donated masks and 

Germany has delivered medical 

equipments to Italy. Luxembourg has been 

taking intensive care of patients from France 

and the Czech Republic has donated 

protective suits to Italy and Spain. All major 

countries are working in co-operatively and 

sharing information with each other for the 

development of vaccine. 

 

Amidst this scenario,  India being the largest 

producer of anti-malarial drug- 

'Hydroxychlroquine' has emerged as a true 

friend in this hour of need, by supplying the 

drug to more than 55 nations. On request of 

various countries, India removed the ban 

Covid-19 
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imposed on export of HCQ and came 

forward to save humanity. The generosity 

shown by India has earned massive support 

and praises globally. Brazilian President Jair 

Bolsonaro compared the decision to permit 

the export of HCQ in global fight against 

COVID-19, with ‘Lord Hanuman’ bringing 

Sanjeevni Booty to save Lakshman. 

 

United States on receiving 30 million tablets 

of HCQ was thankful to India for its 

cooperation in the anomalous times and 

assured that this help with never be 

forgotten. Serum institute of India in joint 

collaboration with US based bio-tech 

company, Codagenix is working on the 

development of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Likewise, India after emerging as a ‘Saviour 

of the Mankind’ may expect economic 

benefits in return from these nations. In near 

future India may become an investment 

hub for different nations withdrawing from 

China. Indeed the support provided by 

India will surely be returned in one form of 

favour or the other which would help the 

country to sustain in the post corona world. 

 

On the other hand China, the earliest 

hotspot of COVID-19 has tainted its global 

image by not cooperating with other 

nations in the investigation process. China is 

being accused of hiding information, 

supplying faulty medical equipments to 

Italy and India and also threatening 

Australia for carrying investigation about 

the virus spread in Wuhan. Economies 

which were dependent on Chinese goods 

are slowly boycotting its market as a 

resultant of China’s mismanagement and 

lack of transparency during the pandemic. 

Today, China is on the verge of 

experiencing global boycott and 

distancing for its suspicious acts during the 

pandemic. 

But unlike China, India has emerged as a 

friend of other nations in this rigorous battle. 

India is one of the largest marketers of 

pharmaceuticals and amid the tensions of 

COVID-19, it could easily play the diplomacy 

game like China. But the values of friendship 

depends on humanism. India earlier 

summoned the meeting of SAARC, to build 

regional cooperation and strategy to combat 

the spread of the disease. Hence it could be 

drawn that India is creating a congenial 

environment of cohesion, communication 

and cooperation. 

 

Moreover, leaders and experts have 

accepted the relevance of WHO and the 

importance of cooperation in information 

exchange and vaccine research. 

Coronavirus will be defeated with 

cooperation among nations; rich and 

privileged countries should come forward to 

help the lesser privileged ones. Weak health 

systems in some countries clearly possess a 

threat to others as well. It is said that, 

"Coronavirus anywhere is a threat to people’s 

life everywhere". 

 

In conclusion it can be conceived that 

Coronavirus will change the dynamics of 

international relations and regional 

cooperation forever. Diplomatic equations 

will change considering a nation's capacity to 

deal with a similar global health crisis. With 

regard to  the country's generous contribution 

in the battle against Coronavirus, it is 

perceptible that  India in all probabilities will 

turn out to be a beneficiary from all major 

economies, not just because of its flourishing 

pharmacy sector but because it has stood for 

its globally distinct belief and practice of 

principles of friendship and brotherhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
"One world, one fight! Together,  

we can do this!" 

 

- 

-Jack Ma 

Corona virus cases in the world have already 

gone past 70 lakh+ and Covid-19 related 

death tally has already crossed 4 lakh+ mark, 

as per data shared by Johns Hopkins 

University Coronavirus Resource Centre. The 

outbreak and spread of Covid-19 have 

created multi facet economic and health 

challenges for the entire world. Apart from 

primary challenges like identifying the virus 

carriers, containing the spread of the virus 

and treating infected patients, on the 

contrary, there are rising political tensions 

such as the blame game between the US 

and China, the crumbling role of WHO , India- 

China border tensions and alarming 

questions about the future of globalisation 

era has further tightened the way. 

 

Amid this latitudinal crisis, India has been 

playing an important leading role as 

reflected in the praises being heaped on PM 

from worldwide, paving way for stronger 

future partnerships. From the very beginning, 

Prime Minister Modi seemed convinced that 

though the domestic situation would clearly 

be priority with some tough measures in the 

offing, India will have to continue to make a 

case for global engagement and 

coordination. And so, by calling for a virtual 

summit of South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries, 

and pushing for a similar meet of the leaders 

 of the G20 countries, he managed to 

energise the various regional and multilateral 

engagements which at one point seemed 

rudderless. This also creates an opportunity for 

India’s “medical diplomacy” which is already 

growing at an unprecedented scale. Till now, 

India has successfully delivered 

hydroxychloroquine tablets, paracetamol, 

PPE kits, masks, gloves, and other medico 

essential items to 120 countries. The Indian 

response has been much appreciated 

globally. 

 

Nevertheless, beyond that, it also sharpens the 

fault lines between China, India and their 

global outlooks. China’s global engagement, 

even during this time of crisis, has been 

arrogant, aggressive and irresponsible. After its 

initial mismanagement of the crisis, its 

“opportunists” efforts to emerge as a global 

medical supplier have been disrupted by 

concerns about the quality of its medical 

supplies. On top of that, it has been ratcheting 

up pressure on vulnerable nations in its 

periphery as well as entering into diplomatic 

spats with nations who are challenging its 

narrative. Indian diplomacy has been often 

accused as a response to the transactional 

discussions. However, India is making genuine 

sacrifices to show international solidarity and 

not to monger profits. 

India’s foreign policy has instilled this principle 

in letter and spirit and is acting accordingly 
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because it believes that even the smallest 

possible contribution matters. India’s 

proactive approach during this crisis, 

whether in terms of setting the global 

agenda or evacuating people in distress 

from most infected areas to using its pharma 

heft for global good, will have a long-term 

impact on how the world views India.  

 

Indian response may not have been perfect, 

but it has certainly underscored that when 

needed, India can certainly rise up to the 

challenge of managing global crises with a 

sense of purpose. In contrast, China is not just 

fencing off attacks about having 

suppressed information about the spread of 

virus, its medical diplomacy is backfiring 

because of complaints of defective testing 

kits, ventilators and personal protection 

equipment (PPE). India has decided to stay 

away from purchasing Chinese PPE even  

 

as there are reports of nearly 90,000 PPE 

kits from China failing quality and safety 

tests as did smaller consignments of PPE, 

many from China. Such instances 

provide an opportunity for India to 

engage in multilateral diplomatic ties to 

reduce Chinese dominion in the global 

supply chain. India has the potential to 

create and operate wide business 

options because of its demographic- 

demand dividend, and ready-made 

market. 

 

Meanwhile, union government has 

announced an ambitious Rs 20 lakh 

economic package to support the collapsing 

Indian economy. The present attitude of India 

in tackling the rapidly increasing number of 

corona cases will decide the post covid world 

engagements. The Aatmanirbhar package 

has the potential to drive India towards an 

attractive platform for an Asia led 

development in the latter half of the century.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global pandemic Novel Covid-19 is 

threatening the entire world. Currently, 

India is the new home to this cruel virus. 

Currently, the number of nCovid-19 

positive cases in India has jumped to 

around 2,00,000 and unfortunately 

succumbed nearly 5000. However, India 

has received 65+ percent of covid cases from 

4 major states -Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, 

Delhi and Gujarat. Global superpower USA is 

miserably suffering from this contagion. It is a 

matter of grave concern that even countries 

like UK, US, Brazil, and other globally 

advanced countries has completely failed to 
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visualise the possible repercussions of the 

virus. Keeping in view India’s existing 

medical infrastructure and preparedness, 

the future lies in others court.  

However, till now the centre and respective 

state governments has shown exemplary 

co-ordination among them to control the 

spread of such deadly virus. 

 

In the present scenario, states like Kerala, 

Goa, and north east states have managed 

to keep a check/ control Covid-19 cases. 

States are now giving relaxation to certain 

activities by ensuring a proper social 

distancing.  

 

How India is caring its vast demography? 

 

The answer lies in proactive consecutive 

nation-wide lockdown strategy, immediate 

social security benefits, proper supply chain/ 

channelization of food, mass awareness, 

upgradation of medical infrastructure and 

co-ordination among different policy 

administrative agencies. Fortunately, all 

states are giving full cooperation to the 

centre in combatting this bleeding medical 

crisis. States are abiding guidelines from 

centre and centre is giving more space to 

states to get control over it.  

 

As India's is a cooperative Federal structure-

based democracy and has always shown 

strong character in challenging times. Unlike 

the United States of America, and other 

federal countries where the states are 

engaged in a vicious battle to keep control 

of this global pandemic virus.  

 

India's unique quasi-federalism has allowed 

a Swift and coordinated response to tackle 

this global pandemic. Both the governments 

are making congenial effort to  

co-operatively fight and combat the deadly 

virus. 

 

Who empowered centre and state to impose 

complete lockdown? 

 

This was accomplished with the help of two 

key instruments, the Epidemic Diseases Act 

(EDA)1897 and second one National Disaster 

Management Act (NDMA) 2005 which 

provide broad legal architecture to take a 

variety of emergency measures to control 

such cases. It needs to be mentioned that 

the EDA allows both centre and state 

government to regulate the spread of 

epidemic diseases while the Centre can take 

preventive emergency measures to control 

epidemic diseases at Port of entry and exits. 

On the other hand, states are constitutionally 

empowered to adopt preventive and 

regulative measures to control any type of 

epidemic diseases. This act provides power 

to states to impose restrictions on mass 

gathering, shutdown, recreational activities, 

and educational institutions and can order 

business to work from home. States like 

Kerala, Karnataka, Odisha were the first to 

proactively exercise this epidemic act to 

impose partial lockdown before the Centre 

announces the Nationwide blanket 

lockdown. Throughout this panic of 

pandemic both centre and State are 

actively co-operating each other to combat 

against this global Pandemic.Prime Minister is 

continuously consulting with respective Chief 

Ministers on video-conferencing and 

ensuring concrete harmony in dealing with 

virus. Such federal resolute attitude of India is 

strengthening the its fight against the 

unwanted economical and health crisis. 

India is optimally deploying the concept and 

spirit of cooperative federalism and using it 

as a cannon against this giant pandemic. 
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After Covid- 19 India will have the shot to 

erect an economy that is more resilient, 

assorted and attractive to the global 

manufacturers and services as the majority 

of the businesses worldwide have faced 

disruptions and economic fallout. India is 

determined to benefit as it is foreseen that 

businesses will want to de-risk in having too 

much of a supply chain concentration in 

one area and try to diversify. 

Several nations have opted for 

unconditional shutdown to comprise the 

spread of the deadly virus, a measure which 

is expected to impact the economy of the 

countries. 

 

For the very same India is supposed to deal 

with most of the supply chain of the world 

but India can proactively create more 

engrossing opportunities for efficient supply 

chains to be re-located in India, whether it 

for economic encouragements or labours 

arrangements. 

 

Government has to undertake very strong 

measures to support vulnerable population 

that are more prone to this pandemic, and 

simultaneously ensure some robust measures 

to support Indian businesses that are 

hammered by the pandemic. For this, 

compassion must be turned to fully helping 

minimise the disruptions in businesses and  

make things available to people at home 

during the global corona crisis. Special 

emphasis must be laid down to make local 

supply chains better and stronger as it has 

saved the nation so far. But now we're getting 

to a point where we predict a long period of 

socio-economic disruption. Strategic co-

operative federal consultation can motivate 

private players to comprehensively join 

business models they can imagine and 

deploy to fulfil the urgent requirements of the 

community. 

 

This presents a juncture of opportunities for 

India which can obtain prosperous dividends 

by creating a manufacturing-friendly 

environment and by offering lucrative 

contracts to global players for setting up units 

in India. Reports have indicated that a large 

number of companies have already initiated 

talks with Indian authorities seeking to pursue 

production plans in electronics, medical 

devices and textiles etc. in the country. India 

needs to immediately capitalize on this 

opportunity and present itself as an attractive 

destination for manufacturing fate. 

 

India needs to act proactively to create an 

environment that is favourable to global 

manufacturing so that once the COVID 19 

crisis blows off, international organizations 

can look at us as a trusted supply chain 

partner. 
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This needs creation of a better class 

manufacturing ecosystem that offers 

efficient & highly trained manpower, 

promote innovation, allow ease of doing 

businesses and protect intellectual 

property. 

 

India would do well to go back 30 years in 

history and discover what Chinese did to 

become a global manufacturing 

powerhouse. What prompted China’s 

success were factors such as world-class 

infrastructure, convenient land reforms, 

efficient logistics, compatible policy 

support to the sector as well as low labour 

wage. If India learns from that experience 

and builds a favourable ecosystem with a 

batch of buyers, sellers, technology & skilled 

labour, it can become the next global 

manufacturing hub. 

 

To facilitate enormous foreign investment, 

we need to enable innovative research 

and significantly increase manufacturing 

infrastructure to create greater 

opportunities for skills in the country. 

However, the manufacturing of high-end 

complex products such as top-end 

machinery and chemical products requires 

highly sophisticated capabilities of 

development. As a country that wishes to 

become a manufacturing hub, India must 

work to bolster its capabilities in all kinds of 

production ends by fostering innovation. 

 

The government has already positioned a 

strong focus on building the manufacturing 

sector to create job for millions of local 

people with initiatives such as ‘Make in 

India, Skill in India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

Strengthening skill development to create a 

vast pool of skilled human resources is also a 

significant component of preparation. When 

the world looked out to outsource its services 

sector work two decades back, India had a 

ready pool of IT experts. 

 

Furthermore, for us to become the most prime 

manufacturing hub, we need a ready pool of 

skilled human resources in the field. With 

greater automation becoming the norm in 

every sector, the nature of jobs has also 

changed. The emergence of IT-enabled 

technology in every sector has created a 

demand for specialist workers such as 3D 

printing specialists, automobile analytics 

engineers, apparel data analysts, e-textiles 

specialists, etc. India must boost the skill of its 

workforce with an eye on these futuristic 

needs. 

 

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 

has recently stated that in the post-COVID 

era, there is going to a be a perceptible 

change in the global supply-chains, and 

Indian industrialists and exporters should be 

looking to capture significant market share in 

the world trade. India must be working on 

identifying the specific sectors which can be 

taken ahead in the immediate future for the 

purpose of the export. Facilitating 

manufacturing will help in cultivating more 

jobs and pushing India's shrinking exports. 

 

The public-private partnership (PPP) should be 

encouraged, not only in the area of front-end 

healthcare but also in the R&D and expansion 
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of furniture, toys, food processing like ready-

to-eat food, agrochemicals, textiles like 

man-made fibres, air conditioners, capital 

goods, pharma and auto components,". 

 

In its invitation to make Indian 

manufacturing globally competitive, the 

Centre last year slashed effective corporate 

tax from around 25% while those for the new 

manufacturer it was brought down to nearly 

17% (lowest in the world). The roll-out of 

goods and services tax (GST) has replaced 

multi-layered, complex indirect tax structure 

with a transparent and technology-driven tax 

management. 

 

Each challenge provides an opportunity. India 

must capitalise, spot feasibly and work on 

feverish pace to charm MNCs planning to 

switch their output divisions from China in the 

post coronavirus planet. 21st century belongs 

to a ethically, economically and ecologically 

balanced world with a resolutely directed 

leader and India is a premier bidder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 4th,  former RBI Governor Raghuram 

Rajan said that the Coronavirus pandemic in 

India may just be the "greatest emergency 

since Independence". What made him say 

so? Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

Corona Virus 2 (SARS-COV-2) is the virus that 

targets and affects mammals’ respiratory 

systems and is responsible for causing 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19). It is 

alleged to have originated from Chinese 

province of Wuhan.  

 

The economic impact of this WHO-declared 

Pandemic in India has been largely 

disruptive. 

It has brutally affected almost all the sectors 

of the economy. According to the report of 

United Nations, India's quarterly GDP was 

estimated to a decline of over 9 % between 

April and June 2020. India's economic 

growth is forecasted to slow to 1.2% in 2020, 

a further deterioration from already slowed 

growth of 4.1% in 2019.  The economy will 

slightly recover to clock a 5.5% growth rate 

in 2021. Indian government estimated its 

financial, real estate and professional 

services sector to be hardest hit during the 

period of the lockdown. The International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) projection for India for 

the Financial Year 2021-22 of 1.9% GDP 
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growth is still the highest among G-20 

nations. Within a month, unemployment 

rose from 6.7% on 15 March to 26% on 19 

April across India, according to the Centre 

for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE).  

During the lockdown, an estimated 12.2 

Crores people lost employment in April 

2020. Unemployment Rate as reported on 

28th May 2020 was 23.48 %. More than 45% 

of households across the nation have 

reported an income drop as compared to 

the previous year. Under complete 

lockdown, less than a quarter of India's $2.8 

trillion economy was functional. Up to 53% 

of businesses in the country were projected 

to be significantly affected. Supply chains 

have been put under stress with the 

lockdown restrictions in place. 

 

On 23 March 2020, stock markets in India 

post worst losses in history. SENSEX fell 4000 

points (13.15%) and NSE NIFTY fell 1150 points 

(12.98%). However, on 25 March, one day 

after a complete 21-day lock-down was 

announced by the Prime Minister, SENSEX 

posted its biggest gains in 11 years, adding 

a value of ₹4.7 lakh crore (US$66 billion) 

crore for investors. 

 

Due to the lockdown, there suddenly was 

no work for many daily workers (the urban 

poor and migrant labourers) and at the 

same time most of them showed tendency 

towards returning to their homes. But since 

no major logistical facilities were provided 

with the announcement of lockdown, they 

were compelled to take on the journey of 

thousand miles to reach their homes. The 

movement of materials, as well as fuels and 

people, by and large came to an abrupt 

standstill.  

 

Manufacturing MSMEs almost exclusively 

supply other industries, which have also 

stopped operating, resulting in reduced 

demand and cancellations of orders across 

the board, with the exception of essential 

industries. However, their demands for 

necessary inputs from non-essential industries 

cannot be met. 

  

Consumer Price Indices were estimated to 

decline over the quarters of financial year 

2021 indicating a period of deflation and a 

possible decrease in consumer demand. On 

the other hand, CPI excluding food, 

beverages, tobacco and fuel/light was 

projected to be far steadier at around 4% 

during the same time period. 

 

Household income in India was drastically 

impacted due to COVID-19 lockdown as of 

April 12, 2020. There was a significant 

decrease in the level of income with 

households reporting a fall in income from 

about 9% in late February to a whopping 

45.7% in mid-April. Rise in income saw a 

contrasting trend indicating similar results; 

from 31 percent in late February to 10.6 

percent on April 12, 2020. 

 

Economic growth slowed to an 11 year low of 

4.2% in 2019-20, according to provisional 

estimates released by the National Statistical 

Office.  The final quarter of the fiscal year, the 

January-March period, saw the expansion in 

the GDP slump to 3.1%, reflecting the impact 

of the first week of the nationwide COVID 19 

lockdown. While the slowest in 44 quarters, 
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however,  it was still faster than the 2.2% 

pace predicted by most economists and 

ratings analysts. The lockdown resulted in 

Core sector output contracting 38% in April 

2020 compared to the same month in the 

previous year, according to Commerce 

Ministry data. This is the second straight 

month in negative territory for the index of 

eight core sector industries, after a 9% fall in 

March 2020. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

As D.K. Srivastava( Member of Advisory 

Council to 15th FC) states, "The most 

disturbing news is that the three 

components of demand have fallen — 

consumption demand has slowed, while 

investments and exports are both in 

negative territory;.... In the 5 years before 

the 2008 crisis, we maintained an 8% GDP 

growth, so the capacity to endure and 

recover was stronger. Now we are faced with 

a weaker economy and much weaker public 

finances and fiscal capacity…. CGA’s data 

indicates that the Centre’s gross tax revenues 

have contracted by 3.4% in 2019-20. This is 

unprecedented. Fiscal deficit has increased to 

4.6% of GDP, well above the revised estimate 

of 3.8%." 

As for the government’s stimulus package with 

a headline amount of 10% of GDP, it has about 

1.2% of direct stimulus measures which is low 

relative to countries with similar economic 

impact from the pandemic. The remaining 

8.8% of the package includes liquidity supports 

measures and credit guarantees that will not 

directly support growth through demand 

creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Novel Covid-19 pandemic has forced the 

world to re-plan, re-organize and re-

standardize the socio-eco-tech-pol-

environmental future roadmap. This cruel 

virus, either natural or anthropogenic, has 

significantly impacted the geo-strategic 

and geo-security framework of nearly all the 

countries of the world.  IMF chief Kristalina 

Georgieva has predicted global recession 

as a repercussion of this pandemic. 

However, such bleeding economic-health 

crisis and consecutive blanket lockdowns has 

unintentionally unlocked many opportunities 

for a progressive and reformative India.  Some 

are- 

 

Uplift Rural Economy 

When most parts of India are in cruel grasp of 

deadly Covid, the rural economy has 

managed to remain least affected.  

 

FETC | Vol 01 | 39 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES IN OPPRESSION 

Vipin Vihari Ram Tripathi 

Chief Adviser, FETC 

Shubham Kedia 

Finance Secretary, FETC 



India can capitalize such time to 

strategically design and demonstrate rural 

economic growth and development. 

During this crucial phase, infrastructural, 

irrigational, transportation and 

conventional storage capacity building 

programs can be initiated. It will primarily 

provide employment opportunities to the 

distressed labors and can neutralize the 

effects of reverse migration. In addition, it 

will provide much needed purchasing 

power in rural hand that will immediately 

spike rural demand. Subsequently, better 

infrastructure, job opportunities in rural areas 

has the potential to reduce urban density, 

pollution and can ensure much needed 

regional balance. 

 

Reduce International Dependence  

It is true that Chinese market has dominated 

the global supply chain and has molded it 

as per its intentional ideologies. Today, India 

is one of the biggest importers of Chinese 

visible items i.e. from toys to telecom, from 

banks to businesses, from light to ligament 

and from t-shirts to technology. Every year 

India has to face significant negative BOP 

situation due to unrestrained foreign 

imports. Even today, Indian software 

programs are appreciated worldwide for 

their contribution in trans-boundary 

strengthening of ICT. Unfortunately, most of 

our critical infrastructural services are also 

foreign based. 

 

Now, India has the courageous capability 

and opportunity to develop a systematic & 

sustainable mechanism for enhancing 

software product ecosystem and 

standardized manufacturing infrastructure 

under Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or Make 

in India 2.0) to ensure country’s economic 

sovereignty and integrity. 

 

Strengthen the Fundamentals 

 

Covid-19 has again mirrored the actual basic 

infrastructural standard of the India. Thankfully 

the ‘unwanted guest’ came late, hence the 

countrymen got the gracious opportunity to at 

least equip the low-hanging health 

infrastructure. Even then, the financial capital 

collapsed in the deluge of Covid positive 

cases. Now, it’s an appropriate time to realize 

the mistakes of past consecutive governments 

towards negligence of basic infrastructural 

structure. Government must initiate a well 

strategically directed measure to strengthen 

food and water supply, shelter, healthcare 

and educational inclusion infrastructure for 

the dreamed New India. 

 

Recognize the Unrecognized 

The ‘shadow citizens’ of the country have 

been continuously neglected by the 

consecutive governments, making their life 

more pathetic. As per Periodic Labor Force 

Survey 2017-18 (NSSO), 90% of India's total 

workforce is engaged in unorganized sector 

meaning they are deprived of any social 

security benefits. They are the one who loose 

live and livelihood together in any crisis 

situation. At least, after 73 years of 

independence, bring them in the mainstream. 

They are the one who ornamented cities into 

Metropolitan cities.  
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Now, their ultimate pain, negligence & 

sacrifices must be taken into consideration 

while taking any labor reform measures to 

ensure them with at least basic human 

dignity. Remember, they too are humans 

and they too deserve human rights. 

 

Electrify long pending tasks 

Less human traffic on general routes 

provide an unprecedented opportunity to 

the government to prepare and repair long 

pending projects of rail, roads, dams, 

irrigation mechanism, mass afforestation, 

underground cabling etc. It will bring cost 

and time efficiency to the project and 

ensure future free & smooth flow of regular 

business operations. It is worthy to note 

Railways has proactively initiated the 

maintenance task on mission mode. 

 

Factory of Pharmaceuticals  

It is well-known that China is a factory of 

production but only few know that India is 

one of the largest suppliers of generic 

medicines in the world. Furthermore, with 

existing potentials India has already 

supplied essential medicines to more than 

120 countries to substantiate their fight 

against Coronavirus. India has the potential 

to emerge as a factory of 

pharmaceuticals, especially in generic and 

ayurvedic medicines, post Covid globe. 

 

Foreign Investment 

Many business firms located in China is 

looking to shift their business operations to a 

new conflict-free and favorable business 

environment countries. India has the 

unequivocal merit of demographic dividend, 

demand-based economy, decisive central 

leadership and sharply improving ease of 

doing business (EODB) ranking to attract 

handsome foreign investment in the country. 

However, such companies can be proactively 

attracted by Delhi through progressive 

industrial, infrastructural and innovative 

reforms. 

 

Permanent UNSC Seat 

India can build geo-strategic pressure on 

China via ministerial/diplomatic engagements 

with France, USA, UK & Russia to claim 

confident commitment towards UNSC 

permanent seat. Till now, all other permanent 

members (except China) have more or less 

supported India's bid. China's role in this 

pandemic has been brought under scanner. 

In fact, 65 nations are encircling China for its 

Wuhan bio-security threat via WHO. India can 

strongly ally with other UNSC countries to 

strengthen its claim for UNSC permanent 

membership. 

 

Motherboard Teaching 

The educational setback from this pandemic 

has opened the doors for modern educational 

spherical opportunities. India can design an 

integrated e-knowledge based market for 

promoting educational knowledge services to 

the targeted segments of the society. Now, it’s 

the time to replace the blackboard teaching 

with motherboard teaching, by conserving 

the traditional education legacy, to build a 

network of sustainable educational system to 

meet global notch.  
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Lockdown, lost lives and livelihood crisis 

together thrashed Indian economy into a 

backfoot. With regulated unlock 1.0, India is 

driving future course of fight with the invisible 

temporary enemy. The ‘cheap’ virus will be 

eventually dealt-out in a phased manner but 

India can accelerate its fundamental 

strengthening, indigenous socio-eco-tech 

infrastructure, second home to hundreds of 

foreign investor/ firms etc.  

India has the capability and courage to 

extract positives even from the worst 

negatives. IMF- PT (policy- tracker) has open-

heartedly appreciated government’s mega 

economic stimulus package and 

emphasized that this economic stimulus 

(more precisely reforms) will pave the way for 

a self-reliant, sustainable and stronger New 

India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Difficulties in your life do not come to         

destroy you, but to help you realise your 

hidden potential and power, let difficulties 

know that you too are difficult. 

- Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

 

World is caught in the cruel grasp of Novel 

Corona or Covid-19 pandemic. In a very 

short span, it has made unprecedent 

tremors in the socio-eco-pol spheres. 

Infection, death and collapsing health care 

have become a routine headline. The 

rapidly and blindly moving world has been 

suddenly braked, and its future is in the 

pinching lap of uncertainties. 

 

In India, the number of infected people is 

steadily increasing and has been predicted 

crossed around 4,00,000 by July. India is more 

prone because of the continued neglect of 

the respective government on strengthening 

solid health care infrastructure to combat 

such deadly viruses. The sluggish Indian 

economy is moving towards an unwanted 

future and is hanging somewhere between 

the dilemma to save live or livelihood. But, the 

true character of a nation comes out in the 

face of adversity, and remember disruption is 

nothing but an opportunity for action. 
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India, the second fastest growing nation, is 

facing the heat of covid, however, the post 

covid challenges are further scary. 

 

Post Covid Challenges: 

As India has a highly diversified geography 

& demography, the challenges are also too 

diversified. Some of the significant socio-

eco-tech challenges are: 

 

1. Widened fiscal deficit: India’s budget is 

preliminarily facing significant fiscal 

deficit, meaning expenditures are more 

than receipts. Such pandemic will surely 

hammer governmental receipts on one 

hand, and is bound to re-allocate/ incur 

huge expenditure on its recovery 

measures. It will lead to stressing deficit 

financing which will result further 

broadening the financial obligatory and 

reduces global credit feasibility. 

 

2. Reverse migration: With extension of 

lockdown putting an indefinite lock on 

the industries forced a large bunch of 

workers to return back to their native 

places. Further, such panic and 

uncertainties have made an imperative 

impression on their attitude. Even on 

opening of these industries, availability of 

workers in larger numbers is not at all easy 

because their attitudinal fear will take 

time to adjust the normalcy. 

 

3. Downed tour and travel sector: In last few 

years, India has emerged as a destination 

hub for foreign tourists. In fact, Goa, 

Varanasi, Delhi, Agra, Kerala etc.  

have attracted a significant number of 

recurring tourists assisting concerned states to 

explore the floor of opportunities for travel 

industries. This cruel pandemic has soared the 

upper cream and unfortunately, is not 

expected to recover soon. 

 

4. Loss of international market share: In last 4 

years, government focussed on creating a 

wide international market for products 

manufactured in India’s domestic territory. 

The “Make in India” campaign was steadily 

expanding its potential coverage, but 

Covid-19 has stuck the global market 

outreach. The opportunist countries are 

making efforts to capture the vacant 

markets. 

 

5. Endangered MSMEs & Real Estate: MSMEs 

are likely to be the most affected by this 

economic lockdown, as they don’t have 

the buffers or access to cheap capital. 

With collapsing demand, unlikely to 

recover soon, it will be really difficult for 

them to meet its financial obligations for 

repayment of loan, and wages to their 

employees. In addition, the prevailing twin 

balance sheet problem of real estate will 

be further in tensed and lead to widening 

NPAs. 

 

6. Development Projects: With large revenue 

cuts, development expenditure of most 

states has to be largely dependent upon 

centre extended aids. However, centre 

too don’t have much options. Both 

governments are facing financial crunch. 
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So, the overall developmental roadmap 

doesn’t seem to be very bright in night. 

 

7. Unflagged Nation-Builders: Almost 90 

percent of India’s workforce is informally 

employed (Periodic Labour Force Survey 

2017-18). These people (human resource) 

are most vulnerable as they have no 

labour, social or health protection. Covid 

is directly destroying their lives and 

livelihoods. 

 

Way-Ahead 

“Challenges are inevitable, only who 

understands the challenges and crafts 

timely corrective measures lead.” 

 

1. Strengthen our basics: Begin with 

investing in the three basic needs and 

three basic services- food, water, shelter, 

healthcare, education, and banking- 

that people and societies need for their 

well-being. By focussing on these six, we 

can make sure that our post pandemic 

society is both sustainable and equitable. 

2. Attention on Shadow Citizen: The 

vulnerable section of the society should 

be kept in epic while tailoring the relief or 

stimulus packages. The size of this section 

is equally significant. Attempts must be 

made to equip and bring them in the 

mainstream. Till then, it should be strongly 

remembered that these people deserve 

first right on the national resources. 

3. Sensible Financing: To urgently finance 

the handsome fiscal demands of 

creeping economy, direct Governmental 

stimulus or guaranteed credit can be 

extended to primarily to banking sector, 

and eventually to other sectors. If not, 

government can direct RBI to print fresh 

currencies. Balance sheet problem needs 

to be sorted out. But measure must be 

utilised with utmost caution only as a short-

term developmental measure and to avoid 

any repercussions. 

 

4. MGNREGA-150: To revamp the rural 

economy, the guaranteed working limit 

under MGNREGA can be enhanced from 

existing 100 days to its maxim 150 days. The 

shock of the lockdown and the loss of 

employment can be countered only with 

guaranteed tenure and income.  

5. Stimuli to MSMEs: A bag of financial 

stimulus and effective infrastructural 

services, is desperately required to bring 

the workforce absorber on track. In 

addition, 6 months moratorium period can 

be extended to industrialists. 

6. New Job opportunities in rural sector: As 

rural India is least affected by covid, major 

social infrastructural development projects 

can be diverted to it. Further, it will 

neutralise the consequences of reverse 

migration. 

7. Liberalise FDI norms: India can divert the 

international switching organisations 

towards Indian soil. Indeed, India enjoys 

the long-term economic advantage of 

demographic dividend and demand-

based economy (readymade market) 

with improved ease of doing business 

rankings.  
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However, labour, land and taxation laws, 

must be suitably modified to meet the 

global standards. A proactive initiation of 

New Delhi can bring billions of foreign 

investments to help in strengthening Indian 

economy.  A mid global health, economic 

and humanitarian crisis, India has the 

potential to strengthen the fundamentals 

to fasten future prospects.  

Constructive national and international 

opportunities can be mined to bring positives 

even from the negatives.  There is a full hope 

and scope for creating new co-operative 

competitive world. We are sure that India will 

bounce back with safer, smarter, and stronger 

strategies to lead the post covid globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Not only we have the deck of cards 

that we were playing with shuffled, 

but we have to deal with a complete 

new deck’ 

 Novel corona virus continues to 

capture the front page of 

newspapers for the fifth consecutive 

month of 2020. Crossing all the 

geographical barriers this pandemic 

spread to more than 200 countries 

and disturbed the social, economic, 

political, technological, cultural and 

financial functioning of these 

countries. Due to globalisation, 

corona had a ripple effect on the 

world and within no time, virus spread 

like wildfire with no escape left to the 

people. 

 

With prevalent economic slowdown 

since the dawn of 2019 itself, there was 

a sign of optimism that with the advent 

of 2020, announcement of upcoming 

union budget might bring with it a new 

ray of hope and opportunities that 

could stimulate the sluggish economy. 

But, all of a sudden a new player called 

corona virus marks the entry and that 

was not only a complete game 

changer, but it changed the rules of the 
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game as well. Governments’ timely 

anticipation of situation, prompt 

action planning and execution 

measures played lead role in 

somewhat containing the 

contamination of the virus. Imposition 

of nation-wide lockdown and penal-

provisions through IPC under 

Epidemic Disease Act, 1897 were 

imposed to enforce the lockdown-

order in various states. 

  

India’s GDP growth stood at 11 year 

low of 4.2% for the year 2019-20, a 

significant decrease from 6.1% in the 

previous year 2018-19. Due to 

imposition of such a big nationwide 

lockdown, GDP is expected to 

contract in 2020-21. Some of the 

major impacts of lockdown imposed 

due to outbreak of Covid-19 are 

detailed below- 

 

Industrial Sector- The growth rate of 

eight core industries i.e. Coal, crude 

oil, natural gas, refinery product, 

fertilisers, steel, cement and 

electricity declined by 38.1% and as 

per the SBI report, IIP of 

manufacturing sector is expected to  

contract by 50-60% for the April 

month. Supply of various outputs is 

getting exhausted and supply chain 

has also been affected due to 

nationwide lockdown. Economy is 

eyeing for inflationary pressure due to 

demand-supply mismatch. 

 

Agriculture and Allied Sectors- There 

are approximately 140 million farm 

households across the country that 

are facing problems to carry-out 

proper harvesting, storing and 

marketing of Rabi crops. Additionally, 

unavailability of farm labourers due to 

reverse-migration is an add-on. The 

crops are damaged in the farm field 

itself and farmers are helpless about 

it. 

 

As an immediate relief after 

nationwide lockdown, Rs. 2000 had 

been transferred in the bank 

account of farmers under PM-KISAN 

scheme but this amount is 

inappropriately less as compared to 

the losses they have suffered. Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research 

(ICAR) has issued guidelines to be 

followed during lockdown. The 

advisory mentions specific protocols 

during harvest of Rabi crops, post-

harvest storage and marketing of 

farm produce. 
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RBI also announced specific means 

that addresses ‘the burden of debt 

servicing.’ Agriculture and crop 

loans have been granted a 

moratorium of three months and 3% 

concession of interest rates on crop 

loans up to Rs. 300,000. 

 

Service Sector- Aviation, tourism, 

restaurants, hotels, entertainment 

plaza and other service sector 

components such as insurance, 

consultancies, IT services and other 

BPOs and BPSs are the biggest 

contributors toward India’s GDP. 

Outburst of Covid-19 and curb 

measures introduced by centre has 

resulted in steep drop in these 

sectors. India’s main service indices 

had the world’s worst reading in 

April and were remarked 

‘astonishingly low’ by Piyanka 

Kishore of Oxford Economics. The 

severe pressure is felt by them due 

to mounting loans and operating 

expenses and next to nil revenue 

generation. 

 

On Banking Sector- Banking sector 

is one of the most adversely 

affected areas. Rating agency 

FITCH had made a remark that 

‘Indian banking system is 

undercapitalized and continue to 

saddle with bad loans, despite some 

successes’. Travel loans account to 

2.2% and small business loans account 

to 5.4%. It will be a major setback for 

those loans, as current condition is 

worrisome because of uncertainty of 

income and mounting debts. While 

World Bank has forecasted India’s 

economic growth for 2020-21 at 1.5%-

2.8% and IMF at 1.9%, Moody’s has 

predicted Zero growth rate of Indian 

economy that clearly indicates ill 

health of Indian economy.  

 

Stock Market- These are referred to as 

the economic barometer of a country. 

The stock market has plunged and 

marked a highest dip in just few couple 

of months. Over the past few months, 

stock of all the sectors has fallen to a 

historic low. It could be a good 

opportunity for new entrants to invest in 

long term securities. However huge 

volatility, liquidity crunch and 

uncertainty about the future are 

preventing to lift the sentiment of 

investors. 

 

Unemployment and Job Losses- Poor 

section of the society is the most 
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vulnerable when any such untoward 

incidents happen in an economy. 

According to CMIE weekly report 

ending 17th May, more than 10 crore 

people lost their jobs during 

lockdown out of which 75% were 

small traders and wage-labourers. 27 

million youth (20-30 yrs) lost their jobs 

and India’s unemployment rate 

raised to 24% in April. Informal sector 

employs 90% of 46.5% active 

infrastructural workers, which also 

include casual labourers, self 

employees and daily-wage earners 

working in unorganized sectors. 

According to a report by UN, 

approx. 400 million people working in 

informal sector are at risk of falling 

deep into pressure due to 

catastrophic affect of Covid-19. 

These job losses will have serious 

 

 long-term repercussions in the near 

future. Due to lockdown and abrupt 

job losses on one hand and uncertain 

food security, affordable shelter and 

huge panic on the other, people have 

started migrating on large scale to their 

native places. The most important 

question with regards to them is what 

can be done as of now for their safety 

and survival. The deadly corona virus is 

the worst global crisis in 75 years since 

World War-II. Remark made by UN 

Secretary General Antonio Guterres 

that ‘none of us is safe, until all of us are 

safe’ seems to be the most appropriate 

remark considering the present 

situation. It is quite evident that the 

world has fallen into recession but the 

economists are still pondering whether 

it’s a U, V or the most severe L-shaped 

recession. 
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